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Jackson:	“Hi,	I’m	Jax.	My	dad	and	I	like	to	play	Minecraft,	do	you?”	
	

	
Mike:	“And	I’m	Jackson’s	Dad.	Jax	is	a	bit	of	a	Minecraft	pro.	Me?	Not	so	
much.	YOU	probably	know	more	about	Minecraft	than	me	too.	And	that’s	
good,	because	I	need	YOUR	help.	You	see,	this	book	is	about	my	
misadventures	playing	Minecraft	with	Jax	–	I’m	sure	you’ll	have	loads	of	
fun	laughing	at	me	playing	the	game	(Jax	sure	does)	and	as	you	read	along	
you	will	get	a	chance	to	participate	in	the	action	as	I	ask	for	YOUR	advice	
on	what	I	should	do	when	I	get	stuck	trying	to	put	out	a	fire,	battling	a	
Guardian,	running	away	from	a	creeper,	and	so	much	more.	Do	you	think	
you	can	help	me?”	
	
Jax,	“Hey,	if	you	guys	agree	to	help	my	dad,	then	I’ll	give	you	lots	of	
Minecraft	tips!”	
	
Mike,	“That’s	true	-	this	book	is	filled	with	over	240	tips	about	
Minecraft	from	Jax	and	his	YouTube	friends,	so	even	if	you	are	a	
Minecraft	expert	already,	I’ll	bet	there	are	still	a	few	things	you	can	pick	



up	about	the	game	by	reading	this	book.	But	even	if	you	do	know	all	the	
Minecraft	tips,	there’s	something	special	about	this	book	that	makes	
it	different	than	all	the	other	Minecraft	guides	you	may	have	read.”	
	
Jax,	“What’s	that,	Dad?”	
	
Mike,	“I’ll	show	you	how	to	apply	what	you	learned	from	playing	
Minecraft	and	use	those	skills	in	the	real	world	so	you	can	live	a	better	life	
in	the	real	world	too!”	
	
Jax,	“Wait	a	second,	Dad.	Are	you	telling	me	you	WANT	me	to	play	
Minecraft	more?”	
	
Mike,	“Yes	indeed,	son.	I	believe	playing	Minecraft	will	make	you	a	
better	person	–	IF	you	can	apply	the	wisdom	you	learn	from	the	
game	to	your	life.	And	I’ll	show	you	how	to	do	just	that.”	
	
Jax,	“Sweet!	Let’s	start	crafting,	dude.”	
	
Mike,	“Ready	when	you	are.”	
	
Jax,	“Hey,	before	you	begin,	I	just	want	to	remind	everybody	that	you	can	
watch	us	play	on	YouTube	at	the	JacksonsToyBox	channel.	And	my	Xbox	
One	gamer	tag	is	“JaxIsAwesome5”	and	my	dad’s	is	“HelpfulDad	so	look	
for	us	online.”	
	
Mike,		“You	finished?”	
	
Jax,	“Hey,	it’s	free	publicity.	Don’t	knock	me	for	trying,	dad.”	
	
Mike,	“Well	done,	son.	Well	done.	Now,	let’s	go…”	
	
	
	
	



	
Dedication	
	
This	book	is	dedicated	to	Minecrafters	everywhere	who	are	continually	
dreaming	up	new	creations.	We	hope	you	all	achieve	your	dreams	in	
Minecraft	and	in	Life.		
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Day	1	–	The	Heart	of	Darkness		
	
Hi,	I’m	Mike	–	better	known	as	Jackson’s	Dad.	My	son	Jax	is	a	bit	of	a	
Minecraft	guru	(for	crying	out	loud	the	boy	actually	gets	paid	money	for	
playing	the	game	on	YouTube!)	Jax	and	I	like	to	play	video	games	together	
and	Minecraft	is	one	of	his	favorites.	So	I	decided	to	write	about	some	of	
the	things	Jax	taught	me	about	playing	Minecraft	–	as	well	as	some	of	the	
things	I’ve	taught	him	about	how	to	use	what	he’s	learned	playing	the	game	
to	actually	live	a	better	life	in	the	real	world.	So,	follow	along	with	us	as	we	
enjoy	a	Month	of	Minecraft	–	along	the	way	you’ll	read	about	all	the	
troubles	I	kept	getting	myself	in	to	and	you’ll	get	a	chance	to	help	me	get	
out	of	them	by	giving	me	YOUR	advice	too.		
	
[Minecraft	Diary	Day	1]	
It	was	Day	1	of	my	Minecraft	adventures	with	Jax	and	I	was	early	on	in	the	
process	of	playing	a	new	seed	and	gathering	resources.	I’d	been	exploring	
a	killer	cave	system	and	my	mining	had	paid	off	in	the	form	of	tons	of	
great	ore	--	including	four	diamonds!	I’d	managed	to	equip	myself	with	a	
full	set	of	iron	armor,	an	iron	sword,	and	I	was	feeling	pretty	good	about	
things.	Jax	had	already	gone	back	to	base	for	more	supplies	and	told	me	to	
come	with	him	but	I	decided	to	keep	mining.	Granted,	I	was	actually	out	of	
torches,	low	on	food,	and	I	only	had	one	badly	damaged	stone	pickaxe	left	
so	yes	it’s	true	that	I	needed	more	supplies	but	I	was	just	to	excited	to	go	
back.	And	that’s	when	it	happened…	
	
Bam!	--	a	skeleton’s	arrow	hit	me	just	right	and	sent	me	flying	off	the	edge	
of	a	cliff!	

	



The	good	news	is	that	I	didn’t	fall	to	my	death.	The	bad	news	is	that	I	did	
fall	into	a	massive	waterfall	that	was	very	deep.	I	was	suddenly	plunged	
into	darkness	and	worse	yet	I	saw	those	dreaded	air	bubbles	over	my	
hearts	–	although	I	was	a	noob	player,	even	I	knew	I	was	underwater	and	
needed	air	fast	–	the	problem	was	that	I	couldn’t	see	to	save	my	life	!		
	
My	best	guess	was	that	I	was	in	an	underground	river	system	because	I	no	
longer	saw	any	light	from	above,	but	I	didn’t	have	much	time	to	lollygag	
because	just	then	I	heard	the	creaking	of	that	skeleton	nearby	-	the	dang	
thing	had	apparently	followed	me	down	the	waterfall.	And	sure	enough	--
Pow!	--	another	arrow	struck	me	and	I	was	down	a	couple	more	hearts.	
Worse	yet	I	still	couldn’t	see	what	was	happening.		
	
It	sure	wasn’t	looking	like	a	good	day	for	Jackson’s	Dad…		
	
OK,	I’ll	admit,	it	was	probably	all	my	fault.	After	all,	Jax	did	tell	me	I	was	
going	to	be	in	trouble	when	I	decided	not	to	return	with	him	to	base	for	
more	supplies	--	but	I	didn’t	listen.		
	
“Don’t	panic,	Dad.”	Jax	tried	to	calm	me	down.		
	
Easy	for	him	to	say	–	he’s	not	the	one	with	a	skeleton	chasing	him	in	the	
dark!	I	need	help.	Can	YOU	give	me	some	advice?	
	
What	would	you	do	in	this	situation?	

a.	Allow	fate	to	take	its	course,	accept	death	and	
respawn	(which	means	you	would	lose	all	your	hard-
earned	stuff)	
b.	Let	the	current	take	you	away	and	DIG	to	the	side	to	
try	to	make	a	way	out	of	the	underground	river	

c.	Swing	your	sword	wildly	and	hope	you	hit	the	skeleton	and	perhaps	
find	a	way	out	by	a	miracle	
d.	Something	else	
	



What	do	you	think?	My	first	inclination	was	to	choose	answer	C	–	swing	
my	sword	and	hope	for	the	best	J.	But	in	truth,	you	can	probably	make	a	
case	that	I	do	any	of	these	actions	--	even	answer	A	-	after	all,	I	can	always	
respawn	and	find	more	ore,	right?	It	will	just	take	a	while	to	do	it	and	I’d	
be	disappointed	in	what	I	lost	--	hey,	four	diamonds	aren’t	easy	to	replace!	
	
In	this	book,	my	goal	is	to	help	you	understand	that	you	have	options	
--	lots	of	options	--	both	when	it	comes	to	playing	Minecraft	better	
and	also	in	your	real	life.	I	believe	you	can	learn	valuable	life	lessons	
by	playing	Minecraft	and	my	goal	is	to	help	you	better	understand	
what	those	lessons	are	so	that	you	can	apply	them	in	the	real	world	
and	make	your	life	better.	So	when	you’re	parents	ask	you	why	you	are	
spending	so	much	time	playing	Minecraft,	you	can	reply	like	Jax	does	
“Cool	it,	Mom,	I’m	making	myself	a	better	person	--	isn’t	that	what	you	
want	me	to	do?”		J	
	
So	anyway,	would	you	like	to	know	what	answer	I	really	chose	in	the	
above	scenario?		
	
I	chose	answer	B.	Jax	kept	telling	me	not	to	panic	and	‘just	dig	to	the	left’	
and	so	I	listened	to	his	advice.	I	knew	it	was	a	risk,	but	I	gave	it	a	try.	
Fortunately	--	before	my	air	ran	out	--	I	quickly	discovered	light	off	to	my	
left	and	made	my	way	towards	it.	Unfortunately,	I	also	discovered	that	I	
had	merely	ended	up	in	a	chamber	that	had	nothing	in	it	but	a	pool	of	lava	
and	a	bit	of	dry	stone.	L		
	
Sure,	I	was	thankful	to	have	escaped	the	river,	and	the	skeleton,	and	at	
least	give	myself	time	to	recover	my	health.	But	at	the	same	time,	I	was	
ready	to	panic	again	because	I	knew	I	was	still	stuck	deep	underground	--		
without	enough	supplies	to	survive	for	very	long.	I	tried	going	back	to	the	
water	and	seeing	if	the	river	went	anywhere	else	but	digging	further	
didn’t	result	in	either	a	way	out	or	more	light.	Plus	I	was	afraid	of	
breaking	my	already	damaged	pickaxe	further.	In	addition,	by	the	sound	
of	it,	that	skeleton	was	still	out	in	the	river	somewhere	–	waiting	for	me,	
watching	for	me.	Yikes!	



	
And	so,	once	again	I	was	faced	grim	prospects	–	what	could	I	do?		
	
“Should	I	try	to	build	a	noob	tower.”	I	asked	Jax.	
	
“Look	at	your	inventory,	dude.	I	don’t	think	you	have	anything	to	build	
with.”	He	replied.	
	
“How	about	mining	straight	up?”	I	suggested.	
	
“Well	you	could	do	that	–	if	you	had	a	decent	pickaxe.	But	yours	is	so	
damaged	it’s	about	to	break	any	second.”	He	reminded	me.	
	
“Gee	whiz,	the	what	should	I	do	–	just	like	down	and	die	in	this	God-
forsaken	hole?”	I	started	to	panic	again.		
	
“No,	Dad.	Don’t	panic	–	just	go	back	up	the	river,	find	a	waterfall,	and	
swim	UP.”	Jax	advised.	
	
“But,	son,	even	if	I	could	swim	up	a	waterfall	–	which	sounds	crazy	--	that	
skeleton	is	probably	still	out	there.	And	by	now	he	may	have	friends!”	
	
Jax	rolled	his	eyes,	“Just	do	it,	Dad.”	
	
So	I	took	a	deep	breath	and	followed	Jax’s	advice.	Sure	enough,	as	soon	as	
I	entered	the	water	–	Bam!	-	Old	Skeletor	was	waiting	and	he	shot	me	with	
another	arrow.	But	I	was	not	deterred	--	and	with	light	from	the	lava	in	
the	chamber	at	my	back	I	could	now	see	my	enemy	make	floating	in	the	
river	–	that	lava	light	gave	me	just	enough	to	see	him	so	I	could	attack	
him.	In	no	time	he	was	gone	and	after	sending	that	bag	of	bones	back	
where	he	came	from,	I	set	about	using	Jax’s	plan	-	plunging	into	the	
darkness	and	trying	to	make	my	way	back	upstream	-	it	wasn’t	easy	in	the	
dark	but	keeping	the	lava	chamber	behind	me,	I	was	able	to	navigate	the	
river	current	after	a	few	tries.	Soon	placing	I	saw	a	faint	light	from	above	-



-	it	was	the	flow	from	that	final	torch	I	had	placed,	way	up	near	the	source	
of	the	waterfall	I	fell	down	--	it	was	my	chance	for	freedom!		
	
I	won’t	bore	you	with	the	rest	of	the	details	as	I’m	sure	you’re	a	better	
Minecrafter	than	me	and	know	how	to	escape	from	here.	(BTW	Jax’s	tip	
about	swimming	UP	the	waterfall	did	work!)	The	point	of	this	story	is	that	
it	illustrates	a	valuable	life	lesson	for	all	of	us	--	you	never	know	when	
adversity	will	come	your	way,	but	when	it	does,	it’s	important	
remember:	Don’t	Panic!		
	
Minecraft	is	filled	with	lots	of	stressful	situations	(especially	when	you	
suffer	a	surprise	attack)	but	if	you	can	keep	your	calm,	evaluate	the	
situation,	and	pick	an	option	that	you	believe	in,	then	all	that	is	required	is	
to	follow-through	with	your	plan.	It	may	not	always	be	easy	and	to	be	
honest	with	you	your	plan	may	not	always	work,	but	if	you	stay	calm	and	
stick	to	your	plan,	then	you	will	have	a	much	better	chance	of	achieving	
your	goal.		
	
Meanwhile,	take	note	of	the	following	tips	from	Jax:	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	You’re	not	the	only	one	who	can	swim	–	many	mobs	can	
too!	Check	out	this	skeleton	attacking…	

	
Don’t	assume	that	just	because	you’re	in	the	water	or	that	water	
separates	you	from	them	that	they	won’t	be	able	to	get	you.	As	you	saw	
from	my	story,	Mobs	can	also	attack	you	in	water	too.		
	



Jax’s	Tip:	So	long	as	you	have	a	TORCH	you	will	never	drown!	
We	all	know	that	once	you	go	underwater,	you’ll	see	some	bubbles	appear	
over	your	hunger	meter	and	that’s	how	much	air	you	have	left	so	the	
longer	you	stay	under	water,	the	more	your	air	level	will	drop	–	and	if	
your	air	runs	out	completely	then	you’ll	see	your	health	meter	drop	too	
(that	pretty	much	means	you’re	drowning	and	if	you	don’t	get	back	to	the	
surface	soon,	you’ll	die!).		BUT,	did	you	know	that	a	TORCH	can	actually	
save	you	from	drowning?	It’s	true	and	here’s	how	it	works:	if	you	are	
under	water	and	light	a	torch,	the	torch	will	go	out,	BUT	a	pocket	of	
air	will	be	created	to	keep	you	alive	and.	Sure	that	little	pocket	of	air	
won’t	last	forever,	but	you	can	keep	lighting	your	torch	and	creating	
pockets	of	air	indefinitely	–	and	that	will	give	you	time	to	not	only	SEE	
your	surroundings	better	but	also	to	make	a	plan	of	escape.	
BONUS:	Here’s	a	YouTube	video	we	made	for	you	on	this	topic:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHBXH8qNWV8	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	You	can	also	swim	UP	a	waterfall	too.		

	
Don’t	assume	that	you	are	forced	to	always	go	in	the	direction	of	the	
water’s	current,	you	can	swim	upstream	in	rivers	and	(just	like	my	dad)	
you	too	can	also	swim	UP	a	waterfall.	Sure	it	might	take	a	while	to	fight	
the	current	but	you	can	do	it.	Not	only	that	but	if	you	are	really	creative	



you	can	design	a	water	elevator	to	take	you	back	to	the	surface	or	even	to	
a	house	you	build	high	in	the	sky!	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Don’t	Panic)	
I’ve	tried	to	tell	Jax	that	this	lesson	about	‘not	panicking’	in	Minecraft	
works	in	the	real	world	too.	Check	it	out	--	let’s	say	you’re	in	school	and	
your	teacher	springs	a	surprise	assignment	on	in	English	class,	“Joey,	I	
want	you	to	give	a	presentation	to	the	class	next	week	about	Abe	Lincoln.”		
	
“Ah,	ok,	Mrs.	Wimpydimple.”	You	reply	-	totally	bummed	out	at	the	
thought	of	giving	a	speech.	So	you	go	home	and	curse	life,	upset	that	you’ll	
have	this	presentation	thing	hanging	over	your	head	all	weekend.		
	
After	giving	it	some	thought	you	come	up	with	the	following	options:	
a.	Decide	not	to	do	the	presentation,	play	Minecraft	instead,	and	just	take	
an	F	on	the	assignment	
b.	Realize	that	you	have	more	than	a	week	to	come	up	with	your	
presentation	so	you	do	a	little	bit	each	day	to	prepare	for	it.	(First	step	-	
who	the	heck	is	this	Abe	Lincoln	guy	anyway?)	
c.	Vow	to	do	the	assignment	but	play	Minecraft	all	weekend	and	just	do	
everything	for	the	presentation	on	the	day	before	it’s	due	
d.	Something	else	-	most	likely	involving	playing	Minecraft	(perhaps	
building	a	giant	statue	of	Honest	Abe	in	Creative	Mode).	
	
Let’s	explore	your	answers.	If	you	said	Option	A,	you’ll	likely	have	a	hard	
time	convincing	the	teacher	and	your	parents	that	it	was	the	correct	
decision	–	oh	sure,	you	can	make	that	decision,	but	the	consequences	
of	it	probably	are	not	going	to	turn	out	well	for	you.	As	a	result,	you	
may	not	want	to	pick	that	choice.	Same	goes	for	Option	C	–	at	least	this	
option	is	a	bit	better	than	Option	A	and	you	likely	won’t	fail	the	
assignment,	but	you	won’t	score	very	high	either.	Sure	you	can	work	on	
your	Minecraft	skills	but	if	you	wait	till	the	last	minute	you’ll	be	putting	a	
lot	of	unnecessary	stress	on	yourself	to	finish	the	school	assignment	in	a	
rush	and	that	generally	isn’t	very	fun.	Try	again…	
	



The	obvious	‘right’	answer	(or	at	least	the	one	your	teacher	and	parents	
would	want	you	to	probably	choose)	is	“B.”	You	may	not	like	the	fact	that	
your	teacher	gave	you	a	surprise	assignment	but	it’s	just	part	of	life	-	like	I	
said,	adversity	happens	to	all	of	us	and	things	don’t	always	go	our	
way.	However	if	you	can	stop	for	a	moment	and	just	breath,	you’ll	
soon	realize	what	I	said	before	--	you	have	options.	Don’t	panic.	Pick	
a	plan	--	in	this	case	option	B.	Then	follow-through	with	that	plan.	As	the	
week	unfolds	you’ll	discover	that	by	doing	just	a	little	every	day	in	a	calm	
manner,	not	only	will	the	presentation	preparation	be	easy,	but	also	you’ll	
still	have	plenty	of	time	to	play	Minecraft	and	enjoy	the	weekend	with	
your	friends.	When	the	day	comes	to	give	the	presentation,	you’ll	be	
confident	and	calm	-	knowing	you	are	well	prepared	--	and	thus	you’ll	do	
a	great	job.		
	
Wait,	what	about	Option	D	–	should	we	just	eliminate	that	one	like	
Options	A	and	C?	Not	necessarily.	I’d	let	you	sell	me	on	the	idea	of	creating	
a	giant	Abe	Lincoln	statue	in	Minecraft	and	then	using	that	as	part	of	your	
presentation.	To	me,	Option	D	shows	some	outside	the	box	thinking	(see	
Chapter	13	about	the	Value	of	Changing	Your	Perspective)	and	as	a	result,	
this	may	be	the	best	option	of	all	–	if	you	do	it	right:	which	would	most	
likely	be	spending	time	on	the	assignment	to	make	sure	the	presentation	
is	strong	and	then	adding	the	Minecraft	statue	part	on	top.	Now	that	
would	be	pretty	sweet	–	can	you	say	‘extra	credit,	baby!’	Thus,	if	you	
choose	Option	D,	you	get	to	have	your	cake	and	eat	it	too.	See,	suddenly	
life	isn’t	so	hard,	is	it?



About	this	book	
	
Why	we	wrote	this	book	–	a	message	from	Jax’s	dad:	
You	might	wonder	why	a	40-something	year	old	man	would	want	to	write	
a	book	about	Minecraft?	Well,	here’s	your	answer…	
	
My	son	Jackson	has	been	playing	Minecraft	for	a	few	years	now.	At	the	
time	we	wrote	this	book,	he	was	6	years	old	-	so	yes	that	means	he’d	been	
playing	since	he	was	3.	Some	parents	might	think	less	of	me	for	allowing	
my	son	to	play	a	video	game	at	that	early	of	an	age,	but	we	monitor	his	
electronics	usage	and	which	games	he	is	allowed	to	play.	As	many	old	
folks	like	me	have	learned,	Minecraft	is	actually	a	game	that	can	teach	our	
children	very	valuable	lessons.	As	a	result,	my	wife	and	I	are	fine	with	Jax	
playing	Minecraft	-	in	moderation.	
	
For	a	long	time,	Jax	would	beg	me	to	play	with	him,	however	he	always	
played	in	Creative	Mode	and	whenever	I	played	with	him,	while	the	
process	of	building	new	things	was	interesting	at	first,	after	a	short	time	it	
became	kind	of	boring.	I	honestly	did	not	understand	Minecraft	very	well	
at	first	--	it	seemed	really	complicated,	had	terrible	graphics	for	a	
computer	game,	and	had	a	pretty	steep	learning	curve.	Crafting	recipes?	
The	Nether?	Mod	Showcases?	I	had	no	idea	what	any	of	those	things	were	
which	my	son	was	talking	about.		
	
But	when	Jax’s	fascination	didn’t	end	and	I	began	to	hear	all	his	friends	
and	other	kids	talking	about	this	game	everywhere	I	went,	I	vowed	to	
learn	more.	I	started	watching	Jax	play	more	--	and	was	amazed	at	what	
he	was	creating.	I	also	watched	videos	with	him	online	--	seeing	the	great	
Minecrafters	like	Stampey	Longhead,	Dan	from	the	Diamond	Minecart,	
and	others	showcase	their	skills	began	to	inspire	me.	I	also	did	some	
research	online	to	learn	what	the	game	was	all	about.	And	finally	I	went	
back	to	play	with	Jax	again	--	this	time	in	Survival	Mode.	
	
We	both	quickly	died	--	but	after	respawning	a	few	times	we	began	to	get	
the	hang	of	it.	Working	together	was	a	blast	and	I	soon	realized	that	



playing	this	game	not	only	gave	me	another	opportunity	to	spend	even	more	
time	with	my	son,	but	it	also	gave	me	another	venue	for	teaching	him	life	
lessons.		
	
Jax	is	my	pride	and	joy	and	my	goal	in	life	as	his	father	is	to	not	only	teach	
him	all	the	things	I	wish	I	knew	while	growing	up,	but	also	to	provide	
encouragement	to	help	him	realize	his	own	dreams	in	life.	To	do	that	I	
believe	it’s	important	to	share	wisdom	with	him	--	and	I	also	believe	that	
the	process	of	teaching	these	life	lessons	can	be	done	in	a	variety	of	ways:	
whether	we	are	practicing	on	the	baseball	field,	reading	a	book	together,	
or	playing	a	video	game	like	Minecraft.		
	
As	I	mentioned	in	the	introduction,	my	goal	in	writing	this	book	is	to	help	
my	son	Jax	and	all	of	you	who	are	interested	to	understand	that	you	have	
options	--	both	when	it	comes	to	playing	Minecraft	better	and	also	in	your	
real	life.	So	join	us	if	you	dare	and	let’s	keep	exploring…		
	

	



Day	2:	Know	Thy	Craft		
	

	
It	was	another	day	playing	Minecraft	and	this	time	I	once	again	learned	
the	importance	of	understanding	how	to	craft.	Now	as	I	said	in	the	
introduction,	this	book	assumes	you	probably	already	know	more	about	
Minecraft	than	I	ever	will	and	if	that’s	true	then	Jax	and	I	would	expect	
you	to	know	that	to	make	most	of	the	things	in	the	game	you	have	to	
‘craft’	them	–	that	means	we	assume	you	already	know	at	least	the	basics	of	
HOW	to	use	a	Crafting	Table.		If	you	don’t	already	know	that	this	picture	is	
a	crafting	table	AND	the	basics	of	how	to	use	a	crafting	table	then	we’d	
suggest	playing	the	game	a	bit	more	so	that	our	lessons	will	make	more	
sense.	Wait,	did	these	guys	just	go	back	and	tell	me	to	play	more	
video	games?	Cool!	
	
Meanwhile,	assuming	you	do	know	how	to	use	a	crafting	table,	let’s	test	
your	knowledge	-	what	is	the	following	a	recipe	for?	

	



	
If	you	don’t	know	that	this	is	a	recipe	for	a	TORCH,	then	you	need	to	go	
back	and	play	Minecraft	more	because	making	torches	is	one	of	the	most	
basic	things	you	can	do	in	Minecraft	and	you’ll	need	to	make	lots	and	lots	
of	torches	in	order	to	survive	in	this	game.	Heck,	even	I	know	that!	
	
How	about	this	one?	

	
	
That’s	a	FISHING	ROD,	friends,	and	as	you	probably	know	you	can	catch	
fish	with	it.	But	that’s	not	all	you	can	do	with	a	fishing	rod…	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	there	are	other	uses	for	a	fishing	rod	besides	just	fishing	
for	food,	including…		
1.	You	can	use	a	fishing	rod	to	ride	a	pig	–	just	attach	a	carrot	to	the	
fishing	rod,	saddle	up	a	pig	and	get	ready	for	one	hog-wild	ride	like	this…	

	



2.	You	can	use	a	fishing	rod	to	hook	mobs	(this	includes	those	elusive	
Endermen!)	and	other	enemies	to	corral	them	and	pull	them	towards	you.	
3.	Not	only	can	you	fish	in	the	ocean	but	you	can	actually	catch	a	fish	in	
pretty	much	ANY	body	of	water	-	heck	you	can	even	fish	UP	a	waterfall!	
For	a	video	on	how	to	catch	fish	more	consistently,	check	this	out:		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUu6eItzqJ4	
4.	You	can	even	use	a	fishing	rod	to	hook	a	Ghast’s	fireballs	(in	the	
Nether)	–	now	that’s	cool!	
	
Meanwhile,	we’re	pretty	sure	you	knew	the	crafting	recipes	for	a	torch	
and	fishing	rod	by	heart,	right?	And	we’ll	bet	you	already	knew	those	tips	
about	the	fishing	rod	too,	huh?	Heck,	you	probably	already	know	a	whole	
lot	more	too.	In	fact,	we’ll	bet	without	even	looking	you	can	tell	us	exactly	
what	buttons	you	need	to	press	and	in	which	combination	you	need	to	
press	them	in	order	to	make	your	character	jump,	dig,	or	perhaps	even	fly,	
right?	
	
If	so,	congrats,	you’ve	just	proven	that	you	already	know	how	this	Life	
Lesson	works	-	“Know	Thy	Craft”	means	taking	the	time	to	develop	
knowledge	about	the	things	that	are	important	to	you.	If	you	enjoy	
playing	Minecraft	and	have	therefore	learned	by	heart	how	to	do	a	lot	of	
the	basic	functions	in	the	game,	then	you	are	well	on	your	way	to	
becoming	an	expert.		
	
And	since	you’re	such	an	expert,	how	about	you	tell	us	the	crafting	recipe	
for	a	Gold	Ingot?	

	 	
	



This	was	a	bit	of	a	trick	question.	Remember	we	said	how	do	you	CRAFT	
this	item?	If	you	have	enough	gold	nuggets	(9)	you	can	actually	craft	a	gold	
ingot.	However	there’s	a	much	easier	way	to	make	a	gold	ingot,	right?		Just	
smelt	it	with	a	furnace,	some	fuel	and	some	gold	ore.	Now,	we’re	sure	you	
already	know	that	you	can	make	golden	weapons,	tools,	and	armor	with	
gold,	but	did	you	also	know	that	you	can	use	gold	for	many	other	things	
too?	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Secrets	of	the	Gold	Ingot:	you	can	use	gold	ingots	to	make	a	
CLOCK	to	tell	time,	a	golden	APPLE	(to	restore	health),	and	powered	
RAILS	to	make	your	mine	carts	stop	and	go!		
	
1.	The	Clock	Recipe:	

	
	
2.	The	Golden	Apple	Recipe:	

	
	
3.	The	Powered	Train	Rail:	



	
	
Want	another	tip?	If	you’ve	been	so	busy	mining	underground	that	you’ve	
lost	track	of	time	and	you’re	worried	about	coming	back	to	the	surface	
and	finding	that	it’s	dark	out	which	would	also	mean	that	there	will	be	a	
ton	of	mobs	are	waiting	to	greet	you,	then…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Use	a	Clock	to	tell	the	time	underground.		

	
You	can	either	craft	a	clock	yourself	(4	gold	ingots	+	1	Redstone)	or	trade	
a	librarian	for	it	(it	costs	about	10	emeralds).	The	way	a	clock	works	is	
simple	–	if	you	look	closely	at	the	clock	you	will	see	that	the	face	of	it	
actually	moves	and	on	the	face	is	a	blue	side	(which	has	the	sun,	and	a	
black	side	(which	has	the	moon).	The	clock’s	face	will	spin	as	the	day	goes	
through	its	cycle	and	the	sun/move	on	the	clock	are	the	same	as	they	are	
outside	in	the	sky.	You	can	use	the	clock	by	looking	at	it	in	your	hand,	in	
your	inventory,	or	even	if	you	put	in	in	a	frame	and	stick	it	on	a	wall	in	
your	house.		
Here’s	a	YouTube	video	we	made	for	you:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cPop_KWIb8	
	



So	did	you	get	all	the	crafting	recipes	correct	in	this	chapter?	If	so,	well	
done!	If	not,	go	play	some	more	Minecraft,	dude!		
	
	
References:	
1.	Crafting	Tips:	
>http://www.minecraftxl.com/crafting-recipes/	
>http://xboxoneforums.com/threads/3291-minecraft-crafting-recipe-
guide	
>http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Crafting	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Know	Thy	Craft)	
Did	you	ever	hear	the	story	of	the	boy	who	dropped	out	of	college	and	
started	playing	with	broken	computer	parts	in	his	garage?	People	around	
town	thought	he	was	a	loser	and	even	his	parents	were	afraid	he	wouldn’t	
amount	too	much.	His	name	was	Bill	Gates	and	he	went	on	to	invent	some	
of	the	most	important	software	for	personal	computers	(ever	hear	of	
Windows?)	and	of	course	founded	Microsoft	-	now	he’s	one	of	the	richest	
men	in	the	entire	world.	He	was	a	man	who	knew	his	craft	--	even	when	
the	rest	of	the	world	didn’t	think	Bill	knew	anything	at	all.	But	Bill	
persevered	in	the	pursuit	of	doing	what	he	loved	and	in	the	end,	he	
changed	the	world.	
	
Or	how	about	a	guy	who	didn’t	even	finish	high	school	and	instead	
dropped	out	at	age	15	to	spend	more	time	learning	about	what	he	loved	-	
physics.	I	know,	you	and	99%	of	the	rest	of	the	world	may	not	like	the	
subject	of	physics,	but	this	guy	did.	His	name	was	Albert	Einstein	and	I’m	
guessing	you’ve	heard	of	him.	Like	Bill	Gates,	Einstein	also	pursued	his	
own	path	in	life	--	one	which	the	rest	of	the	world	didn’t	think	much	of	--	
and	like	Bill,	Einstein	also	changed	the	world.	
	
Now	don’t	get	me	wrong,	I’m	not	by	any	means	telling	you	to	not	finish	
high	school	or	not	to	go	to	college.	In	addition	to	all	the	great	things	you	
can	learn	from	an	academic	standpoint,	you	can	also	learn	about	life	in	



those	places	too.	And	for	most	people,	high	school	diploma	and	college	
degrees	are	part	of	the	path	to	success	in	life	-	but	not	for	everybody.		
	
Regardless	of	how	long	you	go	through	some	form	of	school,	the	key	thing	
I’m	trying	to	teach	Jax	and	what	I	hope	YOU	take	away	here	is	that	when	
you	find	something	you	are	truly	interested	in	(whether	it	be	computers,	
science,	or	whatever	else),	if	you	can	become	a	true	expert	in	your	field,	
then	not	only	will	you	be	happier	in	your	life,	but	the	money	will	
eventually	find	you.	In	fact,	I	would	advise	you	that	regardless	of	how	
much	money	you	make	in	life,	if	you	do	what	you	love,	then	you	will	find	
happiness	--	even	if	the	rest	of	the	world	doesn’t	understand	you.				
	
Remember,	there	was	no	market	for	computer	software	before	Bill	Gates	
came	around.	There	was	no	Theory	of	Relatively	before	Einstein.	And	the	
same	goes	for	a	list	of	inventions	longer	than	I	can	ever	list.	What	would	
have	happened	if	Bill	Gates	didn’t	pursue	his	passion	for	computers	and	
instead	became	an	accountant.	Or	if	Einstein	had	worked	at	the	post	office	
for	the	rest	of	his	life	and	given	up	on	his	far-fetched	dreams	of	being	a	
physicist?	Would	the	world	be	a	better	place?	I	think	not.		
	
Let	these	trail	blazers	be	an	inspiration	to	you.	Do	what	you	love	and	
happiness	will	follow.	So	what	will	your	contribution	to	the	world	be?	If	
you	Know	Thy	Craft,	you	might	just	change	the	world!	
	



Bonus:	Surviving	the	First	Night	(For	Noobs	like	Jax’s	Dad)	
	

	
	
[Minecraft	Diary	–	My	First	Night!]	
	
Night	in	Minecraft	is	no	fun	for	beginners	like	me.	[If	you	are	a	Minecraft	
pro	like	Jax	you	can	probably	just	skip	this	section	but	just	in	case	we	
have	some	newbies	like	me…]	
	
When	I	first	started	playing	the	game,	all	I	cared	about	was	surviving	the	
first	night	–	which	wasn’t	very	easy	for	me.	Luckily	I	had	Jax	to	help	me.	
	
Jax’s	Tips	for	staying	alive	the	first	night…	
	
Tip	1:	Look	around	and	see	where	you	are.	If	you	see	a	village,	
immediately	head	for	it	because	you	are	one	lucky	dog!	As	you’ll	see	in	
Chapter	23,	a	village	will	offer	you	food,	shelter,	and	an	assortment	of	
goodies	that	are	beyond	your	wildest	dreams	to	start	the	game.	However,	
if	you	don’t	see	a	village,	then	just	scout	out	a	site	that	will	offer	you	some	
protection	for	the	night	(that’s	when	the	mobs	attack).	As	an	FYI	Tip,	if	
you	see	a	cave	do	NOT,	I	repeat	do	NOT,	try	to	go	inside	it	as	you	will	
surely	die.	Instead	plan	on	building	your	own	shelter,	but	first…	
	
Tip	2.	Find	a	tree,	starting	punching	it,	and	begin	to	collect	some	
wood.		



	
You’ll	want	enough	(at	least	3	blocks)	to	make	a	crafting	table	and	a	
wooden	tool	–	most	people	will	say	a	pickaxe	first	but	you	could	make	the	
argument	for	an	axe	(to	cut	more	wood	faster)	or	even	a	shovel	(to	dig	
faster)	as	your	first	tool,	however	even	if	you	don’t	make	a	pickaxe	first,	
you	must	get	enough	wood	to	make	it	as	you	second	tool	in	order	to	play	
efficiently	and	since	daylight	is	fast	running	out.	
	
Tip	3.	Unless	you	are	playing	a	higher	difficulty,	don’t	worry	about	food	
so	much	the	first	day.	That	said,	if	you	see	a	chicken,	cow,	or	some	wheat	
nearby,	then	by	all	means	harvest	what	you	can	–	so	long	as	you	can	do	it	
quickly.	Do	NOT	chase	after	animals/food	all	day	without	building	a	
shelter	first.	
	
Tip	4.	Build	that	shelter	and	finish	it	before	nightfall.		

	



This	is	the	most	important	step	of	all	your	tasks	on	Day	1	and	if	you	don’t	do	
this	you	will	surely	die.	Keep	in	mind	that	this	does	NOT	have	to	be	your	
permanent	home	–	most	likely	it	will	not	be.	It	doesn’t	even	have	to	look	
pretty	and	actually	doesn’t	even	need	a	door.	Instead	it	can	be	as	simple	
as	just	digging	down	into	the	dirt	a	couple	blocks	wherever	you	are	
standing,	and	then	jumping	in	as	it	starts	to	get	dark	–	covering	yourself	
with	the	dirt	blocks	you	picked	up	upon	digging.	Ideally	you’d	want	a	
small	1-block	opening	to	see	out	from	so	you	can	monitor	what’s	
happening	out	there,	while	staying	protected	from	the	mobs	that	are	sure	
you	sniff	you	out.	Keep	in	mind	this	is	a	very	basic	shelter,	if	you	have	
time	to	build	it	bigger	during	that	first	day,	by	all	means	do	so	–	ideally	
you’ll	want	to	give	yourself	enough	room	to	put	down	your	crafting	table	
inside	this	shack	and	even	some	room	to	mine	from	inside	and	you’ll	be	
able	to	make	some	use	of	the	nighttime	hours.		
	
Tip	5.	If	you	were	lucky	enough	to	gather	some	coal	during	the	first	day	
and	you	have	some	room	inside	your	house	and	you	have	some	wood	left,	
then	make	a	torch	so	you	can	see	in	the	dark.		Meanwhile	here’s	a	tip	
within	a	tip	and	another	little	known	idea	–	Bonus	Tip	–	did	you	know	
you	can	turn	wood	into	charcoal	without	coal?		

	
It’s	true,	if	you	can	collect	some	stone	and	make	a	furnace	then	you	can	
actually	smelt	your	wood	into	charcoal		(and	use	other	wood	as	your	fuel	
source).	Then	you	can	use	that	charcoal	for	your	torches.	This	could	save	
you	a	lot	of	time	on	Day	1	if	you	don’t	see	coal	right	away.	That	time	saved	
could	allow	you	to	build	a	better	shelter,	find	food,	or	just	gather	more	
resources	–	all	of	which	could	save	your	life.		
	



Tip	6.	While	you’re	waiting	for	it	to	get	light	again,	you	can	craft	some	
more	items	if	you	have	resources	or	you	can	start	mining	from	inside	
your	house	–	just	be	careful	to	not	mine	straight	down	or	you’ll	risk	falling	
if	you	uncover	a	cave	below	you	–	which	could	spell	doom!	
	
Tip	7.	In	any	case,	even	if	you	have	a	sword,	do	NOT	try	to	go	outside	
that	first	night	and	attack	the	mobs	–	you’ll	most	surely	die.	Even	if	it	
just	looks	like	there’s	only	one	zombie	at	your	door…	

	
Wait	till	you	gather	more	resources	and	can	get	some	armor	and	better	
than	a	wooden	sword.	You’ll	be	glad	you	did.	
	
That’s	how	you	survive	the	first	night	and	assuming	you	live	till	morning,	
it’s	time	to	make	sure	you	get	some	food	to	eat	and	continue	to	gather	
resources,	that	means	you	need	to	keep	playing	more	Minecraft	–	yippee!	
	



Day	3:	Who	Needs	a	Plan?	
	
Well	thankfully	for	me,	I	did	survive	the	night	and	when	Jax	and	I	played	
again	the	next	day	I	learned	the	importance	of	having	a	good	plan.	Once	
again	I’m	gonna	need	YOUR	help…	
	
Jax	and	I	had	just	started	a	new	seed	and	I	was	anxious	to	get	going.	We’d	
survived	the	first	night,	made	a	quick	shelter	out	of	dirt	blocks,	and	even	
had	a	few	tools.	It	was	daylight	again	and	I’d	already	spotted	what	looked	
like	a	sweet	cave	nearby	–	Jax	already	saw	the	coal	and	iron	ore	even	
without	jumping	in.	Neither	of	us	was	hungry	just	yet,	and	while	we	didn’t	
have	any	food,	I	also	didn’t	want	to	waste	a	bunch	of	time	tracking	down	a	
few	chickens	either.	So,	unlike	Jax,	I	decided	to	just	jump	in	the	cave	and	
get	to	work.	While	he	was	off	chasing	down	some	cows,	I’d	already	
gathered	coal,	iron	ore,	and	a	bunch	of	cobblestone.	Knowing	I	wanted	to	
build	a	better	shelter	I	mined	more	stone.	Then	I	noticed	that	the	light	
from	outside	extended	into	the	cave	a	bit	and	I	could	already	see	that	
there	was	more	iron	ore	inside	so	I	went	after	that	too.	And	then	the	
moaning	began…	

	
“Uh	oh,	that’s	a	zombie,	Dad”	Jax	laughed	at	me,	“and	you	don’t	have	any	
armor	yet.	Oops!”		
	
Before	I	could	reply	to	Jax’s	joke	or	run	get	back	into	the	light	Mr	Googly-
Eyes	attacked	me.	I	hit	him	over	the	head	with	my	wooden	pickaxe	and	
ran	for	my	life.	But	while	I	ran	I	saw	some	more	coal	nearby.	So	I	risked	
fate	again	and	decided	to	keep	mining	–	naturally	another	zombie	



spawned	in	the	meantime	and	even	though	he	also	chased	me	down,	once	
again	I	escaped.			
	
“Don’t	you	wish	you	were	a	Minecraft	Master	like	me?”	I	boasted	to	Jax.		
	
“<Yawn>	It’s	time	for	me	to	get	back	home.”	Jax	replied	–	pointing	out	that	
the	setting	sun.	
	
“No	worries,	our	shelter	is	nearby.	I’m	good.”	I	replied,	running	along	after	
him.	
	
But	then	I	saw	it	--	my	hunger	meter	had	fallen	down	during	the	day	and	
all	that	mining	and	fighting	hadn’t	helped.	I	never	did	get	any	food	and	Jax	
had	already	eaten	the	little	that	he	found.	Neither	of	us	had	a	bed	yet	so	I	
couldn’t	skip	ahead	till	morning.	Plus,	without	any	armor	or	a	sword,	if	I	
ventured	outside	for	food	at	night,	I	knew	I	would	simply	be	a	slim-
pickings	for	the	mobs.		
	
I	need	help!	

	
What	Would	YOU	Do?		
A.	Wait	it	out	inside	your	shelter	and	hope	you	can	make	
it	till	morning.		
B.	Try	to	find	food	outside	at	night	and	fight	off	the	
mobs	that	are	sure	to	attack.	
C.	Wait	just	inside	the	door	of	your	shelter	and	kill	the	

first	zombie	you	see.		
D.	Do	Something	Else	
	 	
The	problem	here	is	that	I	did	not	have	a	plan	before	I	starting	playing.	I	
should	have	known	I	was	going	to	be	hungry	soon	but	I	figured	I’d	get	out	
of	the	cave	and	get	some	food	before	nightfall.	I	didn’t	plan	on	the	mob	
attacks	in	the	cave	or	how	long	it	would	take.	No	plan	pretty	much	means	
planning	to	fail.	OK,	enough	of	the	reprimand.	Everybody	makes	mistakes,	



right?	We	just	need	to	learn	from	them	and	do	better	the	next	time	-	that’s	
what	life	is	all	about.		
	
As	for	this	WWYD	scenario,	if	you	said	“A”	-	first	off	you	better	hope	that	
you	can	last	until	morning	(if	you	are	playing	“Hard”	level	on	Survival	you	
can	indeed	starve	to	death)	and	that	you	do	find	food	ASAP	in	the	
morning	or	you	could	be	done	for	(especially	if	one	of	the	midnight	mobs	
is	still	around	to	do	damage	to	you	(don’t	forget	burning	skeletons	can	
still	fire	an	arrow	at	you	in	the	morning	light	and	if	your	health	is	low,	that	
could	be	your	doom).		
	
Of	course,	saying	answer	“B”	is	probably	even	worse	-	if	you	go	outside	
without	any	armor	and	only	a	wooden	pickaxe	to	defend	yourself	against	
countless	mobs,	unless	you	are	Captain	Sparklz	you’re	probably	not	going	
to	survive	long	enough	to	find	any	food.	Once	more	you	die.	Even	I	know	
that.	
	
Answer	“C”	might	actually	solve	your	troubles	and	it’s	what	Jax	told	me	to	
do…	
	
“Just	wait	at	the	opening	of	your	shelter	and	kill	a	zombie,	dad,	there’s	a	
good	chance	he’ll	drop	some	Rotten	Flesh.”	
	
“What	do	I	with	Rotten	Flesh,	son?”	I	asked.	
	
“Ah,	you	EAT	it.	Gee	whiz,	Dad,	everybody	knows	that.”	Jax	laughed.	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Zombie	Flesh	–	It’s	What’s	for	Dinner.		
Did	you	know	that	you	can	eat	Rotten	Flesh	and	it	will	restore	some	of	
your	hunger	bar?	It’s	true.	However	did	you	also	know	that,	according	to	
Minecraft	Gamepedia,	there’s	about	an	80%	chance	you	could	be	poisoned?	
Ah,	that’s	not	good	either.	But	then	again	you	don’t	have	many	options	
here,	right?		
	



Jax’s	Bonus	Tip:	Rotten	Flesh	is	great	for	your	dogs	–	they	will	never	get	
poisoned	by	it	and	love	the	taste!	
	
As	for	our	scenario,	if	A,	B,	or	C	doesn’t	work	for	you,	then	perhaps	you’d	
do	something	else?	If	so,	I	applaud	you	thinking	outside	the	box.	Then	
again,	all	of	this	could	have	been	avoided	if	I’d	simply	planned	ahead	and	
gathered	some	food	in	my	inventory	before	I	went	off	mining	for	ore.	And	
that	is	the	key	life	lesson	here:		Plan	Ahead	BEFORE	you	take	action.	
The	same	goes	for	when	you	decide	to	venture	off	to	find	a	village	or	go	
down	into	a	deep	mineshaft	-	make	sure	you	know	what	the	plan	is	in	
advance	and	what	supplies	you’ll	need,	you’ll	have	a	much	better	chance	
of	coming	back	alive!	
	
Want	another	tip	from	Jax?	Consider	this	one,	if	you’re	going	to	pick	a	
fight	with	a	mob	or	another	player,	it’s	important	to	Know	Your	Opponent	
(what	are	their	strengths	and	weaknesses).	For	example,	did	you	know…	

	
Jax’s	Tip:	Are	Creepers	Left	Handed	or	Right	Handed?	If	not	then	why	
do	they	almost	always	approach	you	from	YOUR	LEFT?	Why	does	that	
matter?	Well	think	about	it	–	how	many	times	have	you	tried	to	kill	a	
creeper	but	when	you	hit	him	he	jumps	back	and	then	ends	up	exploding	
on	you	before	you	can	finish	him	off?	Happens	all	the	time,	right?	And	
thus	you	can’t	get	your	hands	on	that	elusive	gunpowder	drop.	But,	if	you	
know	which	way	the	Creeper	is	going	to	go,	then	you’ve	suddenly	got	a	
great	attack	plan	–	since	it	takes	3	hits	total	to	kill	a	Creeper	(on	average),	
if	you	know	it	will	go	to	your	left	after	you	hit	it	the	first	time,	then	keep	



advancing	as	it	moves	back	–	thus	you	can	quickly	hit	it	twice	more	and	
knock	him	off	before	you	explodes	on	you.	As	Jax	says,	‘it’s	easy-peesie,	
like	chicken	nuggets	and	tater	tots!”	
	
References	
1.	For	more	on	food	poisoning,	see	this	link:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Food_poisoning		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(The	Power	of	Planning)	
Your	team	has	signed	up	for	a	flag	football	tournament	and	you’re	
pumped	about	having	a	chance	to	compete	with	your	friends	and	perhaps	
bring	home	some	hardware.	You’ve	played	flag	football	a	bunch	before	
but	there	are	a	couple	new	guys	on	the	team	and	you’re	not	sure	if	
everybody	knows	all	the	plays.	Plus	when	you	went	to	the	signup,	you	
saw	some	new	teams	on	the	charts	that	you	didn’t	recognize	-	so	what	
gives?	
	
The	tourney	is	still	a	couple	weeks	away,	what	do	you	do?	
A.	Don’t	panic	--	you’re	confident	you	have	the	best	team	so	just	show	up	
and	play	
B.	Meet	with	the	guys	the	night	before	and	go	over	the	plays	
C.	Schedule	multiple	practices,	make	wristband	play	cards,	and	go	early	to	
the	tourney	to	scout	the	other	teams	
D.	Withdraw	from	the	tourney	and	play	golf	instead	
	
Your	team	could	be	the	best	athletes	on	the	field	but	if	you	don’t	practice	
and	play	as	a	cohesive	unit,	you’re	asking	to	lose.	I’ve	often	played	on	
teams	in	which	neither	I	nor	anyone	else	on	my	team	was	the	best	athlete,	
but	we	regularly	beat	teams	that	had	more	talent	and	took	home	more	
championships	than	we	ever	had	a	right	to	win.	In	fact,	one	year	we	
actually	won	a	national	championship	in	flag	football	-	cool!	
	
So	how	did	we	do	it?	We	followed	Path	“C”	-	we	practiced	more	than	most	
other	teams,	we	scouted	the	competition	to	know	what	they	would	do,	we	



all	knew	the	plays	inside	and	out,	and	we	always	had	a	plan	on	how	to	
attack/defend	each	team	we	played	because	we	took	the	time	to	know	
our	opponents.	It	wasn’t	complicated.	And	it	worked	again	and	again	and	
again.	
	
Path	C	will	get	you	to	your	goal	of	a	championship	more	often	than	any	
other.	Sure,	if	you	are	the	best	athletes	you	could	probably	just	roll	the	
dice	and	show	up	(Path	A),	but	aren’t	you	just	short-changing	yourselves	
if	you	do	that?	How	many	times	have	you	seen	a	talented	NFL	team	which	
all	the	talent	but	doesn’t	use	their	weapons	properly	and	just	seems	
totally	inept?	It’s	often	because	of	coaches	with	poor	planning.	Don’t	be	
like	that.	Put	in	the	time,	have	a	plan,	and	make	the	most	of	our	talent.		
	
Path	B	plus	your	talent	is	certainly	better	than	Path	A	but	clearly	not	as	
good	as	Path	C.	That	said,	at	least	B	gives	you	a	chance	to	come	up	with	a	
plan	and	that	plan	could	very	well	give	you	the	little	extra	you	need	to	win	
it	all.	Any	plan	is	better	than	no	plan,	right?	
	
Then	again,	you	could	always	just	choose	D	-	give	up	on	the	football	and	
go	play	golf	instead.	However	if	your	golf	game	is	like	mine,	this	could	be	
the	scariest	choice	of	all!	
	
The	point	here	is	really	a	simple	one	-	if	you	don’t	have	a	plan,	you’re	
asking	to	fail.	But	if	you	take	just	a	little	bit	of	time	and	come	up	with	a	
plan	AND	you	follow-through	with	your	plan,	then	you	will	more	often	
than	not	find	success.	So	give	it	a	try	and	let	me	know	how	it	goes.		
	 	
	
	
	 	



	
Day	4:	Just	Pay	Shipping	&	Handling	
	
Minecraft	teaches	you	the	value	of	resources	and	when	Jax	and	I	played	
the	next	day	it	gave	me	a	great	chance	to	teach	him	this	lesson	–	of	course	
he	also	taught	me	a	few	things	too.	Let’s	see	what	YOU	think…	
	
Now	unless	you	are	playing	in	Creative	mode,	then	surely	you	know	it	you	
want	to	survive	for	very	long	you’ll	going	to	need	resources.	Why?	Well	
because	just	like	in	real	life,	when	you	play	Minecraft,	nothing	in	life	is	free.	
	
Want	to	build	a	house?	Smart	-	you’ll	need	a	house	to	survive	the	night.	
But	to	build	that	house	you’ll	need	to	gather	some	wood,	stone,	or	other	
building	materials.	Heck,	even	if	you	want	to	just	build	a	house	out	of	dirt	
(which	works	nicely,	thank	you),	you’ll	have	to	go	around	and	mine	for	a	
bit	to	get	the	dirt	blocks.		
	
Want	to	dig	up	from	diamonds?	Great,	and	to	do	that	you’ll	need	an	iron	
pickaxe	or	better	to	harvest	the	diamonds.	As	you	probably	know,	it	will	
take	some	specific	resources	to	craft	the	iron	pickaxe	(not	to	mention	all	
the	other	resources	it	will	take	to	do	the	mining	required	to	dig	deep	
enough	to	find	the	diamonds).	Just	like	in	real	life,	diamonds	are	not	free.		
	
A	villager	is	offering	you	a	great	item	in	trade?	That’s	cool,	but	just	pay	
attention	to	what	you’ll	have	to	give	up	to	get	his	item.	After	all,	the	
villager	is	not	just	going	to	give	you	the	item	--	he	wants	something	in	
return.		Which	leads	me	to	the	following	question	–	do	you	even	know	
how	to	trade	in	Minecraft?	While	the	mechanics	of	trading	depend	on	the	
system	you	play	(right	click	on	PC,	Xbutton	on	Xbox,	etc.),	the	overall	
process	is	the	same		–	you	have	to	locate	a	Village	and	approach	the	
various	Villagers.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Villagers	are	NOT	Color	Blind.	Here	are	five	tips	to	explain	
what	each	Villager’s	Robe	Color	means…	
	



Brown	Robes	are	for	Farmers	and	Fisherman	(so	expect	to	get	
food	from	them,	Shepherd	(shears	and	all	16	colors	of	wool),	and	
Fletchers	(bows,	arrows,	and	flint).		
	

White	Robes	indicate	Librarians	(who	offer	not	only	enchanted	
books,	but	clocks,	glass,	and	even	name	tags).	
	

Purple	Robes	are	the	Priests	(who	sell	a	hodgepodge	of	item	s	like	
Eyes	of	Ender,	Glowstones,	and	even	a	Bottle	O’Enchanting).	
	

Black	APRONS	are	worn	by	Armorers	(you	may	not	want	their	
overpriced	iron	armor	but	they	are	a	great	source	of	enchanted	diamond	
chest	plates	and	all	sorts	of	chainmail),	Weapon	Smiths	(multiple	
enchanted	swords),	and	Tool	Smiths	(multiple	enchanted	tools).		
	

And	finally	the	White	APRON	villagers	are	the	Butcher	(basically		
some	cooked	food)	and	the	Leatherworker	(a	great	place	to	find	a	much	
sought	after	SADDLE!).	



	
Mojang	(the	makers	of	Minecraft)	also	provide	a	great	chart	on	trading;	
check	it	out	to	see	every	possible	trade	at	this	time…	
	

	
See	this	online	at	this	link:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/File:VillagerTradeChart.png	
	
Jax’s	Tip:		Not	only	will	each	villager	make	a	different	offer	based	on	
their	occupation	BUT	even	villagers	of	the	same	type	may	offer	you	a	
different	trade.	So	it’s	important	that	you	approach	ALL	of	the	villagers	
in	a	village	so	that	you	can	see	what	everybody	is	offering	since	trading	



offers	you	a	chance	to	get	some	of	the	more	rare	items	in	Minecraft	(for	
example	chainmail	armor	is	easiest	to	acquire	by	trading).			

	
	
Trading	is	great,	huh?	BUT,	there	is	a	problem	with	trading.		
Jax’s	Tip:	Not	every	trade	is	a	good	trade	-	so	think	before	you	make	
a	trade	to	make	sure	it	makes	sense.	For	example,	if	you’re	in	need	of	
emeralds	and	it	takes	15-20	items	of	some	sort	of	food	(wheat,	carrots,	
etc.),	then	this	could	be	a	good	trade	–	after	all,	most	villages	are	
surrounded	with	farms	and	you	can	easily	acquire	what	you	need	right	
outside.	Same	goes	for	trading	a	bunch	of	coal	for	an	emerald	–	you	
probably	have	loads	of	it	in	inventory.	But	trading	in	a	5-10	emeralds	for	a	
piece	of	armor	you	can	make	on	your	own	for	less?	Probably	not	a	great	
deal.	Then	again,	maybe	it	is	–	all	depends	on	what	YOU	need	at	the	time,	
right?	And	that’s	the	point	–	know	what	you	need	and	why	and	you’ll	
make	better	trades.		
	
Meanwhile,	sticking	with	the	‘not	everything	in	life	is	free’	idea,	Jax	is	
always	telling	me	to	pay	attention	to	my	tools,	weapons,	and	armor	and	
take	care	of	them	–	instead	of	just	using	them	till	they	wear	out	and	
always	getting	new	ones,	why	not	try…	
Jax’s	Tip:	REPAIR	your	tools!	
How	do	you	Repair	something?	You	have	two	options:	



1)	Using	Crafting	Table:	If	you	have	two	items	of	the	same	type	that	are	
both	damaged,	you	can	combine	them	on	a	crafting	table	and	create	one	
new	item	whose	damage	bar	will	equal	the	total	of	both	of	the	old	items	
together	plus	a	repair	bonus	(up	to	5%).			
	
2)	Using	an	Anvil:	You	can	also	use	an	ANVIL	to	repair	a	single	item	by	
itself	IF	you	also	have	some	of	the	original	material	it	was	made	from.		

	
Here’s	how	it	works:	simply	put	the	damaged	item	(for	example	a	golden	
chest	plate)	into	the	Anvil	workspace	and	then	add	some	of	the	material	
that	the	object	was	originally	made	by	(in	this	case	a	gold	ingot)	and	BAM	
you’ll	have	a	less	damaged	item	again.	As	an	FYI,	each	piece	of	extra	
material	you	add	to	the	item	via	the	anvil	will	give	you	back	up	to	25%	of	
the	items	damage	points.	So	if	your	item	is	really	damaged,	you	could	use	
4	pieces	of	material	to	restore	it	back	to	it’s	full	damage	point	–	in	our	
example	this	would	be	cheaper	than	making	a	new	golden	chest	plate	
(which	would	require	8	ingots).	How’s	that	for	saving	money?	
	
And	since	we	now	both	agree	that	nothing	in	life	is	free	and	we’re	going	to	
do	everything	we	can	to	take	care	of	our	stuff,	that	also	includes	
protecting	your	treasure	from	other	players	–	especially	if	you	play	PvP	
with	people	you	don’t	know	very	well…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Be	Creative	when	you	HIDE	YOUR	STUFF.		
1)	Build	a	waterfall	of	lava	over	the	entrance	to	a	hidden	cave	and	
put	a	hidden	Minecart	at	the	bottom.	While	everybody	else	that	sees	
this	will	surely	pass	right	by	(after	all,	who	wants	to	get	burnt	to	a	crisp?),	



the	hidden	Minecart	will	allow	you	to	go	through	the	lava	without	getting	
damaged	and	into	your	secret	cave	where	your	treasure	is	hidden.		
2)	Put	a	chest	full	of	worthless	stuff	overtop	of	a	hidden	chest	that	
has	your	real	goodies.	Treasure	hunters	will	likely	never	think	to	look	
for	the	chest	down	below.	
3)	Use	a	painting	to	hide	a	secret	cave.	You	can	then	pass	through	the	
picture	and	into	your	treasure	trove.	Caution	–	this	technique	has	become	
so	popular	that	it	may	not	be	the	best	option	anymore.		
	
References:	
1.	A	great	place	to	learn	more	about	trading	is:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Trading	
	 	
2.	For	more	on	anvils,	see…	
http://www.minecraft101.net/r/anvils-and-repair-in-minecraft.html	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Nothing	in	Life	is	Free)	
This	sounds	like	a	simple	lesson,	but	the	sooner	you	learn	this	is	life	the	
better.	Minecraft	does	such	a	great	job	of	teaching	this	important	life	
lesson	--	that’s	one	reason	why	myself	and	others	like	me	think	so	highly	
of	the	game.	When	you	play	Minecraft	you	are	forced	to	understand	this	
lesson	and	if	you’ve	played	the	game	for	any	length	of	time	in	Survival	
mode	then	you	have	experienced	this	lesson	in	action.	What	I’d	like	to	
ensure	now	is	that	by	reading	this,	you	also	apply	it	to	your	real	life	as	
well.	Consider	the	following…you’re	playing	on	your	iPad	and	you	see	a	
new	game	which	looks	really	cool.	Best	of	all,	it’s	advertised	as	‘Free.’		
	
What	would	you	do?	
A.	Check	out	the	reviews	and	details	on	the	game	to	see	if	there	are	any	in-
app	purchases	that	you’ll	need	to	make	in	order	to	play	the	game.	
B.	Jump	on	that	deal	because	you	don’t	want	to	miss	out.	
C.	Download	the	trial	version	and	see	if	you	like	it.		
D.	Do	something	else	
	



Rarely	will	you	find	an	iPad	game	nowadays	that	is	truly	free.	Many	of	the	
popular	games	are	billed	as	‘free	downloads’	but	once	you	start	playing	
you’ll	soon	discover	that	to	play	the	game	past	a	few	levels	you’ll	need	to	
buy	the	full	app	or	else	you’ll	need	to	spend	money	on	in-app	purchases	in	
order	to	get	much-needed	items	to	complete	specific	tasks.	Even	many	of	
the	games	that	do	let	you	play	for	free,	you’ll	discover	aren’t	really	free	
because	they	bombard	you	with	unwanted	pop-up	ads	that	steal	your	
time	and	try	to	trick	you	into	visiting	other	websites.	But	that’s	how	it	
goes	nowadays	-	nothing	in	life	is	free.	
	
Same	goes	for	many	of	the	great	deals	you	see	on	TV	-	in	most	cases	you’ll	
be	offered	something	‘for	free’	in	addition	to	your	product.	How	about	a	
second	gizmo	just	like	the	first,	totally	free?	Or	another	great	
whatchamacallit	that	you	don’t	really	want	or	need,	but	hey	it’s	free,	
right?	Wrong!	You	have	to	read	the	fine	print	my	friends	-	oh,	apparently	
you	overlooked	that	you	need	to	pay	separate	‘processing	and	handling’	
for	that	second	gizmo.	What	is	‘processing	and	handling’	anyway?	It’s	how	
they	get	you	to	end	up	paying	more	for	things	you	don’t	need	or	want,	
that’s	what	it	is.	And	that	whatchamacallit	-	besides	the	fact	that	it	wasn’t	
that	good	to	begin	with,	that	too	will	cost	you	an	arm	and	a	leg.	In	the	end,	
you’ll	find	that	you’re	paying	$50	for	what	you	thought	was	only	$19.99.	
Ouch.	But	as	we	both	know,	nothing	in	life	is	free.		
	
Does	this	mean,	you	can’t	ever	get	something	for	nothing?	No.	There	are	
occasions	(rare)	in	which	you	can	get	something	for	free.	Perhaps	it’s	
from	a	trusted	friend	or	family	member.	Or	maybe	somebody	from	your	
church	or	volunteer	group	will	help	you	out.	There	are	actually	good	
people	in	the	world	who	will	do	you	a	favor	and	ask	nothing	in	return.	But	
these	the	exception,	not	the	rule.	And	even	in	those	cases	you	could	make	
the	argument	that	if	someone	does	something	nice	for	you,	then	you	
should	do	something	nice	for	them	too.	And	if	that	is	the	case,	then	you’ll	
have	to	spend	your	time	or	money	to	help	them	too.	And	while	I	think	it’s	
great	to	pay	back	kindness	with	kindness	and	that	you	should	totally	do	
that,	it	only	further	proves	my	point	--	because	once	more	you	see	-	
nothing	in	life	is	free.		



Day	5:	But	It’s	Gold,	I	Tell	‘Ya	
	
When	next	I	found	myself	in	the	world	of	Minecraft	it	wasn’t	very	much	
fun	–	check	it	out…	
	
“Jax,	I	need	some	help	and	quick	–	look!”	And	I	showed	him	my	screen.	
	
“That’s	a	mob	spawner,	Dad.”	He	calmly	replied.		
	
A	mob	spawner?	That	didn’t	sound	like	much	fun	to	me.			
	
What	happened	was	thi:		Jax	and	I	had	been	on	an	adventure	for	some	
time	exploring	a	massive	cave	system.	We’d	played	it	safe	and	protected	
ourselves	with	some	nice	iron	armor	but	I	splurged	a	bit	and	used	the	
diamonds	I	recently	found	to	craft	a	diamond	sword.	Life	was	great	--	
until	suddenly	I	discovered	that	mob	spawner	in	a	cavern	right	below	
where	I	was	digging.		

	
	
Luckily	I	was	smart	enough	to	follow	one	of	Jax’s	basic	rules	of	Minecraft	-	
never	dig	straight	down	--	had	I	done	that	I’d	have	fallen	on	top	of	the	
spawner	and	that	might	have	given	me	a	rather	nasty	surprise	because	
when	I	took	a	peek	I	saw	the	place	is	crawling	with	cave	spiders!		
	



“Oh	man,	why	did	it	have	to	be	spiders?”	I	said	say	to	Jax.	Knowing	it	
would	probably	be	a	death	sentence	to	just	jump	into	that	cave,	but	not	
wanting	to	just	run	away,	I	was	not	sure	what	to	do	next.	“Should	I	jump	
in	and	hit	it	with	my	diamond	sword?	Surely	that	will	work	right?”	
	
“That	would	be	a	NO,	Dad.”	Jax	warned.	“You’re	gonna	need	to	use	a	
pickaxe	to	destroy	that	spawner.”		
	
The	question	is	do	YOU	know	which	pickaxe	will	destroy	the	mob	
spawner	the	fastest?	
	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Craft	a	Diamond	Pickaxe	
B.	Craft	a	Golden	Pickaxe	
C.	Craft	an	Iron	Pickaxe	
D.	Craft	a	Stone	Pickaxe	
	

First	off,	congrats	on	knowing	Jax’s	Tip:	the	best	way	to	destroy	a	mob	
spawner	is	with	a	pickaxe.		

	
Had	you	tried	to	beat	that	thing	down	with	your	sword	like	I	intended	(or	
worse	yet	just	your	fists)	odds	are	you’ll	die	in	the	attempt	many	times	
over.	Like	Jax	said,	you	need	a	pickaxe	for	this	job.	BUT	if	you’re	thinking	
that	a	diamond	pickaxe	must	surely	be	the	best	choice,	then	you’d	be	wrong	
my	friend;	and	when	it	comes	to	trying	to	take	down	a	mob	spawner,	every	
split	second	counts.		



	
As	it	turns	out,	multiple	online	sources	tell	us	this	TIP:		A	golden	pickaxe	
is	actually	the	quickest	at	breaking	a	mob	spawner	block.		

	
Here’s	the	breakdown	according	to	Minecraft	Gamepedia:	Hands	(25sec),	
Wood	(3.75sec),	Stone	(1.875sec),	Iron	(1.25sec),	Diamond	(0.9375sec),	
and	Gold	(0.625sec).		
	
And	since	a	diamond	pickaxe	would	surely	cost	you	the	most	by	way	of	
the	resources	required	to	obtain	one,	we	can	safely	say	in	this	case	that	
the	most	expensive	pickaxe	is	definitely	not	he	best	pickaxe	for	the	job.	
	
OK,	you	say,	then	perhaps	gold	is	a	lot	more	valuable	than	I	thought.	
Perhaps	it’s	wise	to	just	cover	myself	in	golden	armor	too?		

	



Wrong.	In	fact,	although	golden	armor	costs	a	lot	more	to	obtain	(again	as	
measured	by	the	resources	you’d	be	required	to	go	through	in	order	to	
acquire	the	gold	needed	to	make	that	armor),	because	of	this	TIP	from	
Jax:	the	fact	is	that	golden	armor	is	really	only	good	for	one	thing	--	
you	look	cool	while	you	are	wearing	it.	But	golden	armor	--	although	
expensive	--	is	not	nearly	as	good	as	other	types	when	it	comes	to	
protecting	you.		
	
Can	you	tell	me	what	other	types	of	material	(non-enchanted)	will	
offer	you	better	protection	than	golden	armor?	(If	you	don’t	know,	be	
sure	to	read	the	chapter	14).		
	
I	could	go	on	and	on	with	examples	of	how	Minecraft	can	teach	you	this	
lesson,	but	I	think	you	get	the	idea.	Use	your	head	when	it	comes	to	
spending	your	hard-earned	resources	in	Minecraft	and	you’ll	quickly	
discover	that	your	inventory	items	will	go	a	lot	farther	then	they	used	to.	
Always	remember,	the	most	expensive	thing	to	buy	is	not	always	the	
best.		
	
References:	
1.	Mob	Spawners:		
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Monster_Spawner	
	
2.	Pickaxes:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Pickaxe#Weapon	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Don’t	Assume	Price	=	Value)	
This	key	learning	is	just	as	true	in	real	life	as	it	is	in	Minecraft.	Whether	
you’re	thinking	about	buying	a	new	computer,	a	car,	TV,	or	pretty	much	
anything	else.	The	most	expensive	option	is	not	always	the	best.	It	might	
be.	But	there	is	no	guarantee.		
	
Think	about	it	--	the	items	with	the	biggest	price	tag	are	usually	the	ones	
that	you	see	advertised	the	most.	Somebody	has	to	pay	for	all	those	ads	--	



that	somebody	is	you	--	when	you	buy	a	name-brand	item,	you’re	not	only	
paying	the	company	for	having	made	the	product,	but	you’re	also	paying	
them	back	for	all	the	ads	they	placed	to	find	you.	And	you’re	also	paying	
their	corporate	salaries,	their	investors’	dividends,	etc.	etc.	All	those	extra	
expenses	are	bundled	into	the	price	of	the	item.	That’s	part	of	why	it’s	so	
expensive.		
	
Does	that	mean	that	you	should	just	buy	the	least	expensive	product	then?	
No.	That	would	be	a	mistake	too.	Buying	the	least	expensive	item	is	
generally	even	worse.	The	old	saying	‘you	get	what	you	pay	for’	is	not	
always	true	when	it	comes	to	expensive	items	(sometimes	they	are	good,	
sometimes	not),	but	I	have	found	that	saying	to	be	true	more	often	than	
not	when	it	comes	to	low	cost	items	--	unfortunately.	These	no	name,	off-
brand	items	that	cost	the	least	are	generally	of	such	poor	quality	that	in	
the	end	they	don’t	last	very	long	and	you	end	up	having	to	go	back	and	
buy	something	else	to	replace	it	that	costs	more.		
	
In	the	end,	your	best	bet	is	to	do	a	little	research	about	the	product	you	
are	interested	in.	Talk	to	friends	and	family	to	get	their	opinion.	Research	
the	product	online.	Try	out	a	few	different	ones	of	various	prices	in	the	
story	before	you	buy	if	possible.	Make	sure	that	the	product	you	are	
considering	has	a	good	reputation	for	quality.	And	make	sure	that	it	will	
meet	your	needs.	Don’t	fall	for	specials	that	include	a	bunch	of	things	you	
don’t	need	(a	laptop	preloaded	with	tons	of	extra	software	you	will	never	
use,	a	TV	with	outdated	‘smart	technology’	that	costs	twice	as	much	as	the	
same	TV	without	that	unnecessary	add-on,	a	pair	of	sneakers	that	feature	
a	logo	from	a	player	before	you	were	born,	etc).		
	
Unless	you’re	uber-rich,	your	money	supply	is	limited.	And	if	that	is	the	
case	then	it’s	up	to	you	to	spend	it	wisely.	So	remember	your	Minecraft	
training	-	the	most	expensive	is	not	always	the	best.	
	
	
	 	



Day	6:	 For	The	Republic!	
	
Jax	and	I	had	a	great	time	playing	Minecraft	the	next	day	(actually	it	was	
later	that	same	night,	but	let’s	keep	that	between	ourselves	and	not	tell	
Mom).		
	
Basically	it	was	a	case	of		good	news/bad	news	for	Jax	and	I.	First	the	
good	news	--	after	playing	Minecraft	for	a	few	hours,	we’d	managed	to	
make	quite	a	story	for	ourselves:	we’d	built	a	cool	house,	I	found	some	
diamonds	and	made	a	diamond	sword,	got	myself	a	full	set	of	iron	armor,	
and	we’d	were	both	carrying	a	bunch	of	ore	and	gems	in	our	inventories.	
We’d	even	located	a	chest	and	pilfered	a	saddle	and	a	gold	ingot.	Sweet!	
	
So	what’s	the	bad	news?		
Well,	unfortunately	I	just	died	and	lost	all	my	stuff!	Oh	no!		

	
	

This	scenario	is	not	very	fun	but	unless	you	are	incredibly	lucky	or	extra	
cautious	(or	perhaps	both),	the	fact	is	that	if	you	play	Minecraft	for	any	
length	of	time	you	are	going	to	die	--	be	it	from	falling	off	a	cliff,	
unknowingly	finding	a	mob	spawner,	going	into	The	Nether	unprepared,	
or	a	slew	of	other	reasons.	And	when	you	die,	in	many	cases	(but	not	all),	



you	will	probably	end	up	losing	your	stuff.	It	sucks	--	trust	me	I	know	--	
but	them’s	the	breaks,	kid.		
	
My	point	in	bringing	up	this	scenario	is	to	combat	the	following	--	if	you	
become	too	afraid	of	losing	your	inventory	upon	death	in	Minecraft	you	
may	start	to	play	the	game	with	too	much	caution	and	it	may	hamper	your	
enjoyment.	In	short	do	not	let	fear	of	failure	(aka	death)	keep	you	
from	accomplishing	all	that	you	could	in	the	game	(or	in	real	life).	If	
that	happens	then	you	may	miss	out	achieving	greatness	and	that	would	
be	sad.	
	
On	the	one	hand,	you	could	be	like	Jax	and	regardless	of	the	situation	
just	yell	“For	the	Republic!”	and	just	jump	into	battle,	letting	the	chips	
fall	where	they	may	–	but	then	again	Jax	dies	a	lot	too	and	often	loses	his	
stuff	so	maybe	that’s	not	the	answer?		Perhaps	it’s	better	to	have	a	healthy	
fear	of	death	in	Minecraft	–	or	shall	we	say	we	should	respect	the	
possibility	of	death	--	and	therefore	play	the	game	with	the	right	balance	
of	caution	vs.	unbridled	enthusiasm,	because	we	know	if	we	die	not	only	
will	we	probably	lose	all	our	inventory,	but	we’ll	also	have	to	respawn	in	a	
location	that	is	likely	to	be	a	good	distance	from	where	you	died	-	which	
creates	a	bit	of	a	pain	to	get	back.	At	the	same	time,	I	don’t	think	you	
should	be	so	paralyzed	by	fear	of	death	that	it	limits	what	you	should	try	
to	do	when	playing	the	game.		
	
For	example,	when	you	discover	your	first	mob	spawner,	be	sure	to	
practice	this	TIP:	Do	NOT	jump	right	in	and	try	to	destroy	it	without	
having	a	good	plan!	



	
That’s	almost	a	guarantee	of	death	for	most	players.	It	would	obviously	be	
wiser	to	ensure	you	understand	what	you’re	dealing	with	regarding	that	
mob	spawner	(type	of	mob,	layout	of	the	area,	knowing	if	you	have	the	
right	tool	to	destroy	it,	etc)	before	you	try	to	take	it	out.	At	the	same	time,	
you	can’t	be	so	afraid	of	the	mob	spawner	that	you	never	go	after	it	--	yes	
there	is	a	lot	of	risk	when	it	comes	to	dealing	with	a	mob	spawner	and	I	
know	I	died	multiple	times	before	I	was	successful	in	taking	down	my	first	
one	(cave	spiders	are	a	big	pain!),	however	sooner	or	later	you’re	going	to	
have	to	take	some	risks.	If	you	are	so	afraid	of	failure	that	you	never	go	
after	the	mob	spawner	or	whatever	is	the	obstacle	that	you	fear,	then	
you’ll	never	discover	the	next	adventure.	And	that’s	not	good.	
	
Ask	yourself	-	what’s	the	worst	that	could	happen?	If	we’re	talking	
Minecraft	then	the	worst	is	probably	that	you	fail	at	overcoming	the	
challenge	before	you	and	this	results	in	you	dying	and	losing	all	your	stuff.	
OK	-	so	is	that	really	all	that	bad?	Sure	it’s	a	pain	if	you	lose	your	inventory	
but	that	failure	is	not	the	end	all	and	the	be	all.	The	fact	is	that	you	can	
simply	keep	playing	the	game	and	rebuild	your	inventory.	It	will	take	time	
but	you	can	do	it.	And	better	still,	you’re	likely	to	have	learned	something	
in	the	process	of	that	Minecraft	failure	--	at	the	very	least	you’ll	know	
what	not	to	do	next	time	and	that	is	valuable	information	to	have	because	
it	makes	you	a	better	player.	



	
Here’s	a	quick	quiz	for	you,	another	WWYD	scenario	--	you	just	died	and	
you’re	totally	bummed	because	upon	death	you	dropped	all	your	
inventory.	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do:	
A.	Don’t	panic,	even	though	you	dropped	everything	
upon	death,	you	figure	you	can	just	go	back	to	the	spot	
and	pick	everything	back	up	-	regardless	of	how	long	it	
takes	you	to	get	there.	
B.	Hurry	back	to	the	spot	in	which	you	dropped	the	

items	upon	death	because	your	friend	said	you	only	have	five	minutes	to	
get	back	and	find	your	stuff	
C.	Accept	the	fact	that	your	dropped	items	are	gone	forever	and	just	play	
on	
D.	Other	
	
In	this	case,	there’s	actually	some	good	news	--	something	that	not	
everybody	knows:	just	because	you	die	in	Minecraft	it	does	NOT	necessarily	
mean	that	you	will	definitely	lose	all	the	items	you	dropped	--	so	choice	C	
may	not	be	your	wisest	move.	Don’t	forget	this	TIP	from	Jax:		Anything	
you	drop	upon	death	will	actually	remain	available	to	be	picked	up	
again	by	you	(or	another	player)	for	a	period	of	approximately	five	
minutes.	That	means	choice	B	is	right,	huh?		
	
Well	not	exactly,	because	of	this	TIP	from	Jax:	Location,	Location,	
Location	–	those	dropped	items	will	only	last	for	five	minutes	if	the	
chuck	that	the	items	are	located	in	has	been	loaded	when	you	
respawn.	If	you	are	so	far	away	from	that	chunk	when	you	respawn	(or	
the	chuck	is	located	in	the	Nether	or	The	End),	then	so	long	as	that	chunk	
is	unloaded,	the	items	will	remain	indefinitely.	It’s	only	once	you	get	near	
enough	to	load	that	chunk	then	your	five-minute	clock	will	start.	
Supposedly	there	is	an	eight-block	radius	in	which	chunks	load	around	
you,	and	if	that	is	true,	then	if	you	die	a	long	way	from	your	respawn	point	
(i.e.	more	than	eight	chunks),	then	your	items	will	remain	without	that	



five-minute	timer.	That’s	good	because	it	will	allow	you	to	make	a	plan,	
build	your	supplies,	and	take	your	time	before	going	back	for	your	lost	
items.		
	
So	you	see,	that’s	yet	another	reason	not	to	be	so	afraid	of	failure	that	it	
limits	your	actions	in	Minecraft.	Have	a	healthy	respect	for	failure	but	
don’t	fear	it.	Most	importantly	don’t	let	fear	of	failure	control	you	-	instead	
you	should	be	the	one	in	control	of	your	actions.	That’s	the	path	to	
success.	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Do	Not	Be	Afraid	to	Fail)	
There	may	not	be	a	more	important	life	lesson	in	this	entire	book	than	
this	one	-	Do	Not	Be	Afraid	to	Fail.	Accept	that	fact	that	you	will	fail	in	
life	-	many,	many	times	--	but	so	long	as	you	do	not	let	failure	stop	
you	from	continuing	to	try	to	achieve	your	goal,	then	failure	does	not	
have	to	be	something	you	fear.	In	fact,	if	you	change	your	perspective	
(another	tip	we’ll	talk	about	soon),	you	might	realize	that	failure	can	
actually	be	a	good	thing.	Huh?	It’s	true	-	failure	can	be	a	good	thing	if	
you	recognize	the	fact	that	failure	can	bring	you	one	step	closer	to	
your	goal.		
	
I’m	guessing	you’ve	heard	of	people	like	Thomas	Edison,	Henry	Ford,	Ben	
Franklin,	and	Donald	Trump.	And	I’m	pretty	sure	if	you	paid	any	attention	
in	school	that	your	teachers	have	told	you	that	these	famous	people	and	
many	other	likes	them	have	one	thing	in	common	--	they	all	failed	--	many	
times	over	--	before	they	achieved	their	goals.	It’s	said	that	Thomas	
Edison	failed	over	1,000	time	before	he	invented	the	light	bulb.	Henry	
Ford	and	Donald	Trump	(some	of	the	richest	men	in	the	world)	both	went	
bankrupt	numerous	times	-	yet	still	continued	to	build	their	wealth.	Ben	
Franklin	had	one	of	the	best	perspectives	about	failure	when	he	said,	“I	
didn’t	fail	the	test,	I	just	found	100	ways	to	NOT	do	it	right.”	And	there	are	
more	examples	of	famous	people	who	failed	again	and	again	than	I	could	
ever	list	for	you.		
	



But	there	is	one	thing	you	need	to	understand	--	none	of	them	achieved	
their	goals	on	the	first	try.	For	most	it	took	many,	many	attempts	to	
realize	their	dreams.	Luckily	for	them	(and	the	world),	these	people	did	
not	let	a	fear	of	failure	stop	them.	Instead	they	learned	from	their	failures	
and	kept	trying.	And	that’s	what	you	should	do	too.	Never	let	fear	of	
failure	stop	you	from	trying.	But	don’t	take	my	word	for	it,	consider	the	
words	of	a	few	other	over-achievers…	
	
“You	miss	100%	of	the	shots	you	don’t	take.”	Wayne	Gretzy	
	
“It’s	hard	to	fail,	but	it	worse	never	to	have	tried.”	Teddy	Roosevelt	
	
“Our	greatest	glory	is	not	in	never	failing,	it	is	rising	every	time	we	fall.”	
Confucius		
	
“Take	risks	-	if	you	win	you	will	be	happy,	if	you	lose	you	will	be	wise.”	
Anonymous		
	
“Never	let	fear	of	striking	out	get	in	your	way.”	Babe	Ruth	
	
“I	failed	my	way	to	success.”	Thomas	Edison	
	
There’s	probably	a	million	more	great	quotes	you	can	find	about	this	
subject,	but	hopefully	you	get	the	idea.		If	you	are	an	athlete,	take	note	of	
the	following:	
1.	Babe	Ruth	is	a	home	run	king	--	but	he	is	also	a	strike	out	king	too.	
Failure	didn’t	stop	him.	And	the	fact	is	that	in	baseball,	if	you	only	hit	the	
ball	30%	of	the	time	and	you	consistently	averaged	that	70%	failure	rate,	
you’d	still	likely	end	of	in	the	Hall	of	Fame	as	one	of	the	game’s	best	
hitters	ever.		
	
2.	Everyone	knows	Michael	Jordon	is	famous	for	being	Mr.	Clutch	because	
he	loved	to	take	the	last	second	shot	to	win	the	game.	But	MJ	himself	will	
tell	you	that	he’s	missed	more	game	winning	shots	than	he’s	ever	made.	
Even	still,	fear	of	missing	didn’t	stop	him	from	continuing	to	try	to	win.	



Same	goes	for	LeBron,	Kobe,	Reggie	Miller,	Byrd,	Magic,	and	the	other	
great	ones.		
	
3.	Deion	Sanders	is	perhaps	the	greatest	cornerback	in	NFL	history	-	but	
he	didn’t	stop	every	pass	thrown	his	way.	He	just	had	a	poor	memory	of	
his	failures	and	instead	focused	on	his	successes.	Same	for	the	QB	who	
throws	a	bad	interception	or	the	linebacker	who	misses	the	tackle	and	
gives	up	a	touchdown.	You	learn	from	it	and	move	on.	
	
And	that’s	what	you	should	do	too.		
	
Never	let	fear	of	failure	stop	you.	Accept	the	fact	that	you	will	fail	and	
vow	to	learn	from	it.	If	you	do	that	consistently	in	life	you	will	achieve	
your	dreams!	
	 	



Day	7:	I	may	not	pass	this	way	again...	
	
When	we	played	the	following	afternoon,	I	was	reminded	of	something	
great	about	Minecraft	--	each	seed	or	mod	is	its	own	world	-	and	those	
individual	worlds	are	really	quite	big.	On	some	versions	you	can	choose	
the	size	of	the	world,	on	others	you	can’t,	but	for	the	purpose	of	our	
discussion	the	point	is	that	the	world	is	more	often	than	not	a	pretty	darn	
big	place	to	explore.	Now	what	that	means	to	you	is	this…		
	
Jax	Tip:	make	the	most	of	your	time	when	you	are	in	a	certain	place	
because	you	never	know	where	your	journey	will	lead	you	and	for	
many	reasons	you	may	never	return	again	to	the	spot	you	are	
standing	in	right	now.		
	

	
	
For	example,	say	you’re	in	a	cave	mining	and	you’ve	been	digging	a	strip	
path	for	a	while	-	should	you	return	or	keep	digging?	Well	the	answer	
depends	a	lot	on	what	you	are	trying	to	find	and	how	deep	underground	
you	are,	but	for	the	purposes	of	our	story,	the	key	piece	of	info	is	this	--	if	
you	decide	to	stop	digging	and	turn	around,	realize	that	you	may	never	
return	back	here	in	the	future	because	your	adventure	may	well	take	you	
elsewhere.	Therefore	understand	that	you	are	giving	up	all	the	ore	that	
you	could	have	still	found	down	that	tunnel.	Is	that	cool	with	you?	If	not,	
then	keep	digging!	



	
You	decide	to	set	out	on	a	journey	to	explore	the	Overworld	so	play	it	safe	
you	put	a	lot	of	inventory	items	in	a	chest	at	home.	That’s	fine,	but	just	
keep	in	mind	that	sometimes	your	adventure	will	take	you	so	far	away	
from	home	that	you’ll	never	return	again.	Keep	in	mind	this	TIP	from	Jax:	
as	you	place	your	valuables	in	that	chest	--	you	may	never	see	them	
again.		

	
Perhaps	always	leaving	them	behind	is	not	such	a	great	idea	after	all?	
	
Or	how	about	this	--	You’re	about	to	go	to	The	End	and	face	the	Ender	
Dragon	and	his	minions	of	Enderman.		

	



Are	you	prepared?	You	better	be	because	odds	are	that	you	won’t	be	
getting	back	to	the	Overworld	to	restock	any	supplies	you	overlooked	--	
that	is	unless	you	die.		
	
The	point	in	all	cases	is	the	same	--	make	the	most	of	where	you	are	in	
Minecraft	and	understand	that	wherever	you	are	at	now	is	not	where	you	
are	going	to	be	in	the	future.	Sure	you	could	always	choose	to	return	--	but	
just	as	often	you	choose	not	to.	Perhaps	because	you	already	know	where	
you	were	but	there	is	an	innate	desire	in	all	of	us	to	find	something	new	
and	continue	to	explore	somewhere	different.	Recognize	that	and	don’t	
forget	this	TIP	from	Jax:	do	NOT	move	on	to	a	new	spot	until	you	are	
sure	that	you’ve	done	everything	you	want	to	do	where	you	are	now.		
	
Meanwhile,	let	me	also	give	you	another	piece	of	wisdom	–	Jax	Tip:	Too	
many	people	I	see	only	play	Survival	or	Adventure	Mode	and	think	
Creative	mode	is	for	babies.	That’s	sad	in	my	opinion.	Sure	Survival	and	
Adventure	Modes	are	fun	–	and	I’ll	admit	that	Survival	is	my	favorite	
mode	to	play	–	however	there’s	a	lot	to	be	said	for	Creative	Mode.	For	
example,	check	out	this	great	build	from	Master	Minecraft	Builder	
Sanakan	Soryu…	

	
Trust	me,	you	can	build	super-amazing	structures	like	this	(if	you’re	really	
talented)	in	Creative	Mode	but	you’d	likely	never	have	the	time	or	
resources	to	build	these	in	Survival	Mode.	Things	like	soaring	castles,	



colossal	roller	coasters,	massive	villages,	multi-dimensional	fortresses	in	
the	sky,	etc.	–	these	are	all	possible	in	Creative	Mode.	You	can	also	can	
practice	numerous	techniques	in	Creative	mode	to	build	your	skills	to	
make	you	a	better	player	in	Survival	Mode	too	(become	a	better	fisher,	an	
expert	with	the	bow,	learn	how	to	build	your	portals,	etc.).		
	
The	point	is	that	in	Creative	Mode	you	can	totally	let	your	imagine	soar	
without	worrying	about	any	hostile	mobs	or	players.	I	challenge	you	to	
give	Creative	mode	a	try	again	if	you	haven’t	played	in	awhile.	Don’t	
always	be	so	concerned	with	trying	to	‘beat’	the	game.	Instead	use	
Creative	Mode	to	just	relax,	de-stress,	and	let	your	inner	artist	come	to	
life.			
	
References:	
1.	Check	out	these	YouTube	Creative	Mode	ideas:	
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=minecraft+creative+m
ode+ideas		
2.	More	from	Sanakan	Soryu:	
http://www.minecraftforum.net/forums/show-your-
creation/screenshots/1595421-the-golden-city-a-massive-ancient-
metropolis-in	
	
	 	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson:	(Don’t	Wait,	Do	Good	Deeds	Now)	
If	this	wisdom	sounds	a	little	poetic	it’s	because	it	is.	As	I’ve	told	you	
before,	I	don’t	take	credit	for	much	of	this	wisdom	-	be	it	related	to	
Minecraft	or	Life.	There	are	way	better	Minecraft	experts	than	me	out	
there	and	there	are	also	more	prolific	philosophers	too.	My	job	is	merely	
to	gather	the	wisdom	together	in	this	source	and	point	it	out	to	you.		
	
From	a	poetic	standpoint,	one	of	my	favorite	works	of	all	time	is	call	“The	
Road	Not	Taken”	by	Robert	Frost.	Teachers	will	often	tell	you	that	to	
truly	understand	and	appreciate	a	poem	you’ll	need	to	read	it	at	least	
seven	times	to	even	begin	to	unlock	its	mysteries.	Trust	me,	if	you	read	
Frost’s	poem,	you’ll	love	it	from	the	first	time	-	it’s	that	good.	Here	it	is...	



	
“Two	roads	diverged	in	a	yellow	wood,	and	sorry	I	could	not	travel	both	
and	be	one	traveler,	long	I	stood,	and	looked	down	one	as	far	as	I	could	to	
where	it	bent	in	the	undergrowth;	Then	took	the	other,	as	just	as	fair,	and	
having	perhaps	the	better	claim,	because	it	was	grassy	and	wanted	wear;	
though	as	for	that	the	passing	there	had	worn	them	really	about	the	same,	
and	both	that	morning	equally	lay	in	leaves	no	step	had	trodden	black.	Oh,	
I	kept	the	first	for	another	day!	Yet	knowing	how	way	leads	on	to	way,	I	
doubted	if	I	should	ever	come	back.	I	shall	be	telling	this	with	a	sigh,	
somewhere	ages	and	ages	hence:	Two	roads	diverged	in	a	wood,	and	I—I	
took	the	one	less	traveled	by,	and	that	has	made	all	the	difference.”	
	
Your	life	will	be	full	of	different	paths	to	choose	from.	More	often	than	
not	you	will	have	every	intention	to	return	to	those	‘other’	roads	you	saw,	
but	in	many	cases	you	will	never	return	because	as	Frost	writes	‘way	
leads	on	to	way’	and	life	takes	you	elsewhere.	
	
Because	of	this	I	implore	you	to	always	remember	this	other	bit	of	verse:	
“I	expect	to	pass	through	this	world	but	once.	Any	good,	therefore,	
that	I	can	do	or	any	kindness	I	can	show	to	any	fellow	creature,	let	
me	do	it	now.	Let	me	not	defer	or	neglect	it	for	I	shall	not	pass	this	
way	again.”	We	don’t	know	for	sure	who	said	this	first	but	most	believe	it	
is	from	the	Quakers	of	Pennsylvania.	Regardless	of	who	said	it,	the	fact	is	
that	it	is	a	wonderful	piece	of	wisdom	to	remember	and	apply	in	your	
daily	life.	For	example,	consider	these	scenarios…	
	
1.	You’re	on	the	elevator	and	you	see	a	stranger	who	seems	a	bit	sad	-	
perhaps	a	kind	word	from	you	will	turn	their	day	from	gloomy	to	bright,	
perhaps	even	save	their	life.	What	did	it	cost	you?	Nothing.	And	you	may	
never	know	the	outcome	of	your	kindness	-	but	to	that	other	person	it	
could	mean	the	world.		
	
2.	You’re	in	a	store	parking	lot	and	you	see	an	older	person	struggling	to	
put	their	groceries	in	their	car	-	perhaps	you	take	a	moment	out	of	your	
day	and	help	them	load	their	bags.	A	passerby	may	see	you	and	be	



inspired	to	help	someone	they	see	later	that	day	as	well.	Someone	else	
could	see	them	and	do	the	same.	And	so	on	and	so	forth.	Suddenly,	due	to	
something	you	started	with	your	small	gesture,	the	world	becomes	a	
better	place.		
	
3.	A	classmate	is	really	struggling	and	nobody	seems	to	know	why	or	care.	
What	nobody	knows	is	that	your	classmate’s	family	doesn’t	have	enough	
money	to	put	enough	food	on	the	table	at	home	and	thus	your	classmate	
is	hungry	-	truly	starving.	Seeing	you	little	food	your	classmate	has	at	the	
lunch	table	and	seeing	how	they	look	at	your	food,	you	decide	to	quietly	
break	your	sandwich	in	half	and	slide	some	over	to	them.	Nobody	else	has	
to	know.	Your	classmate	smiles	and	eats.	Their	day	is	a	bit	brighter.	All	
thanks	to	you.	
	
You	get	the	idea	and	I’m	sure	you	can	think	of	numerous	other	examples.	
But	the	key	point	is	this	--	do	not	wait	to	do	your	good	deeds,	do	them	
now,	because	there	is	no	guarantee	that	you	or	the	person	you	are	doing	
them	for	will	meet	again.	The	world	is	constantly	moving	and	you	with	it,	
take	every	opportunity	to	do	something	good	and	you’ll	be	making	
the	world	a	better	place	for	all	of	us.	And	you’ll	feel	great	about	
yourself	too!	
	
	 	
	 	



Day	8:	Why	Jackson’s	Dad	Loves	Spaghetti	
	
Have	you	ever	gotten	lost	in	Minecraft?	I	know	I	have	and	it	happened	to	
me	again	when	next	I	played.	Now	as	I’ve	said	before,	it’s	a	big	world	in	
there	and	as	such	it’s	pretty	easy	to	get	lost.	Tell	me	if	any	of	these	things	
have	happened	to	you:	
1.	You	leave	your	house	and	can’t	find	your	way	back?	
2.	You	go	off	exploring	in	a	cave	and	it	takes	you	forever	to	find	your	way	
out	because	you	didn’t	remember	the	path	you	came	in	by?	
3.	You	enter	The	Nether	and	soon	discover	that	the	entire	thing	looks	the	
same	that	results	in	you	getting	hopelessly	lost	with	no	way	back	to	your	
portal?	
	
If	you	can	relate	then	I	sympathize	with	you	because	all	of	that	has	
happened	to	me	before	--	but	hey,	the	good	news	is	that	you	live	and	
learn,	right?	
	
With	this	in	mind,	let’s	do	another	question	-	consider	the	following	
situation:	I	decided	that	while	my	current	house	was	cool	and	all,	it	was	
high	time	I	went	off	and	explored	the	rest	of	the	map.	So,	I	geared	up	and	
got	ready	to	leave	home	-	excited	about	what	I’d	find	elsewhere.	But	
first…	
	
“Aren’t	you	forgetting	something,	Dad?”	Jax	asked	me.	
	
“What?”	I	didn’t	know.	Do	YOU?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Take	a	Map	with	you	(assuming	you	still	have	one	or	
can	make	a	new	one)	
B.	Stop	delaying	and	get	moving	already	-	daylight	is	
wasting	my	friend	and	I’ve	got	villages	to	find!	
C.	Something	else	more	sophisticated	than	A,	B,	or	D	

D.	Build	a	giant	noob	tower	on	the	top	of	your	house	that	reaches	to	the	
sky	and	has	torches	on	all	sides	



	
Personally	I’m	a	fan	of	D	–	the	giant	noob	tower.	I’m	a	noob	and	I	know	it	
and	that’s	fine	by	me.	But	what	would	YOU	do?	As	always,	you	could	make	
a	case	that	any	of	these	answers	are	correct	--	it	just	depends	on	if	you	are	
ready	to	deal	with	the	consequences.	Answer	A	seems	to	be	the	easiest,	
right?	But	what	happens	if	you	go	off	and	somehow	lose	your	map	(it’s	
easy	to	throw	it	away	by	mistake,	or	God-forbid	you	bite	the	dust	and	lose	
it,	or	perhaps	you	put	it	in	a	chest	somewhere	to	protect	it	and	forget	
where	you	left	the	chest,	etc).	In	that	case,	no	map	equals	little	chance	of	
finding	your	original	home	--	especially	if	you’ve	built	a	bed	elsewhere	
and	reset	your	spawn	location.	So	while	A	seems	easy	and	quick,	perhaps	
it	is	not	for	everybody.		
	
As	for	B	-	well,	if	you	have	no	plans	to	return	home	again,	then	be	my	
guest,	friend	-	go	off	in	a	flash	and	never	look	back.	Or	perhaps	you	have	
other	ideas	-	if	so	choice	C	is	for	you	and	we’d	love	to	hear	what	you	say.	
The	options	are	limitless	here	but	the	point	is	the	same	-	give	yourself	an	
easy	way	to	find	home	again.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:		Five	Ideas	to	Find	your	Way:		
1.	Leave	a	trail	of	torches	(you	may	need	a	lot).		

		
If	you’re	in	a	cave,	leave	them	always	on	the	same	side	of	the	path	(either	
always	right	or	always	left)	so	you	know	if	you	are	coming	or	going.		
2.	Build	a	Redstone	path	



3.	Place	a	5-block	dirt	pillar	every	so	often	so	you	can	navigate	your	
way	back	by	these	markers	
4.	Build	a	Beacon	(Jax’s	preference)	

	
5.	Build	a	giant	noob	tower	with	torches	at	the	top.			
	
That	last	one	was	actually	choice	D	and	while	it	may	not	work	as	well	as	
as	Jax’s	beacon	(and	you	may	not	be	able	to	see	it	from	the	other	side	of	
the	world	either)	it	costs	a	lot	less	than	a	beacon	and	most	players	
generally	have	some	idea	how	to	navigate	around	the	map	(follow	the	
sun,	my	friend),	so	that	the	giant	noob	tower	will	appear	in	the	sky	as	
your	savior	soon	enough	-	even	better	you’ll	be	able	to	see	it	at	night	too	
because	of	these	torches	at	the	top.	If	you	haven’t	tried	this	yet,	let	us	
know	how	it	works	for	you	too.	Regardless	of	what	you	do,	always	
remember,	if	you	want	to	return	home	again	-	know	where	you	came	from!	
	
Hey,	how	about	another	tip	–	and	one	which	will	send	you	back	home	in	a	
jiffy	–	there’s	just	one	problem:	you	have	to	die	to	make	it	work!	Yikes.	
Jax’s	Tip:Did	you	know	that	you	will	respawn	in	the	last	place	where	
you	spent	the	night	in	a	bed?	So	you	see,	getting	a	good	night’s	sleep	
helps	more	than	you	think!	



	
	It’s	actually	important	to	know	this	and	it’s	the	biggest	benefit	of	having	a	
bed	(besides	being	able	to	pass	the	night	quickly	and	sleep	with	the	mobs	
outside).	When	you	spend	the	night	in	a	bed,	you	reset	your	spawn	point	
to	that	location.	So	if	you	really	want	to	get	back	home	fast	and	you	don’t	
mind	dying,	by	all	means,	use	this	little	trick.		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Know	Your	Heritage)	
My	son	Jax	is	adopted	from	South	Korea.	My	family	background	is	Italian	
and	Polish.	My	wife’s	is	Irish.	We	are	proud	to	be	a	global	family	and	we	
strive	to	celebrate	the	differences	of	our	cultures.	If	you	were	born	in	the	
country	you	live	in	now,	that’s	awesome.	If	not,	that’s	cool	too.	In	all	cases,	
I	hope	that	you	take	the	time	to	learn	about	the	country	you	live	in	now	
and	also	the	country	(or	countries)	that	your	ancestors	came	from.	
	
Every	country	in	the	world	is	unique.	Every	country	has	a	history.	The	
more	you	understand	about	the	country	you	live	in	now	and/or	which	
you	came	from,	the	more	you	will	be	able	to	piece	together	the	wonderful	
Story	of	You.	Everybody	has	a	different	tale	to	tell.	Yours	in	unlike	any	
other.	Don’t	you	want	to	know	what	makes	you	unique?		
	
Korea	has	an	amazing	history	that	stretches	far	back	into	the	ancient	past	
--	the	heritage	of	the	Korean	race	traces	back	prior	to	2300	BC.	The	
country	has	seen	dynastic	empires	that	rivaled	China	and	Japan,	
experienced	terrible	wars,	was	split	into	two	countries	(North	vs.	South)	



at	the	end	of	World	War	II,	and	yet	still	perseveres.	Today	South	Korea	is	
a	world	trendsetter	--	revolutionizing	YOUR	life	with	the	products	it	
produces	(ever	hear	of	Samsung,	LG,	Kia,	or	Hyundai?),	paving	the	way	for	
equality	(they’ve	already	had	a	female	president),	and	embracing	the	race	
to	the	future	(the	capital	city	Seoul	is	one	of	the	most	modern,	beautiful,	
clean,	and	safest	cities	in	the	world).	In	short,	Jax’s	Korean	heritage	is	
something	we	celebrate	and	encourage	him	to	understand	so	that	he	can	
better	understand	himself.		Same	goes	for	me	with	Italy	and	Poland,	and	
my	wife	with	Ireland	–	each	of	us	has	learned	something	more	about	
ourselves	by	better	understanding	the	cultures	our	ancestors	came	from.	
	 	
I’m	sure	that	you	have	some	wonderful	things	you	can	tell	me	about	your	
heritage	too.	The	more	you	learn,	the	more	your	story	unfolds.	I	sincerely	
hope	you	take	the	time	to	learn	about	your	heritage	and	that	you	
celebrate	it	-	because	these	are	the	things	that	make	you	who	you	
are.		
	 	
	
	 	



	
Day	9:	The	Future	of	the	World	is	Underwater?	
	
Another	day,	another	Minecraft	world	to	explore.	So	there	I	was	ready	to	
leave	my	home	base	and	go	exploring	with	Jax.	If	you’re	like	me,	then	
discovering	the	map	in	Minecraft	provides	some	of	the	greatest	
enjoyment	this	game	has	to	offer.	Have	you	been	caught	outside	at	night	
so	far	from	home	that	you’ve	decided	to	run	for	your	life	in	the	hopes	of	
finding	a	village?	Seeing	the	warm	glow	of	a	village	up	ahead	is	always	a	
joy.	Or	how	about	spying	a	cave	nearby	that	has	coal	or	iron	ore	visible	to	
you	without	even	going	inside?	Always	a	bonus,	right?	Or	what	about	
stumbling	upon	your	first	desert	temple?	Exciting!	

	
	
Yeah,	Desert	Temples	(and	their	cousin	the	Jungle	Temple)	are	both	cool,	
but	there	is	a	problem	–	BOOBYTRAPS!	Do	you	know	how	to	get	the	
treasure	from	the	chests	in	these	temples?		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	How	to	obtain	the	Treasure	in	a	Desert	Temple	
Here’s	a	YouTube	video	to	help	you:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laT1qvYP-TE	
And	here	are	the	steps	in	the	video…	
1)	First	you	need	to	locate	the	treasure	room	–	this	is	actually	not	hard,	
simply	go	inside	the	temple	and	head	to	the	center	of	the	room	until	you	
see	this	pattern	on	the	floor:	



	
	
2)	Break	the	blue	block	in	the	center	and	you	can	see	into	the	treasure	
chamber	like	this:	

	
3)	IMPORTANT:	do	NOT	jump	down	yet.	If	you	do,	not	only	could	you	die	
from	the	fall	itself,	but	also	you’ll	likely	end	up	tripping	the	booby-traps	
and	causing	a	gigantic	TNT	explosion	that	will	destroy	you	and	all	of	the	
treasure	too.	Here’s	why	–	the	treasure	room	looks	very	inviting,	right?	



	
But	here’s	what	you	don’t	see…	

	
That	whole	floor	is	covered	with	TNT	that	will	be	triggered	if	you	step	on	
the	pressure	plate!	Can	you	say	Ka-BOOM?!?	
4)	What	you	need	to	do	is	find	a	way	to	get	down	to	the	chests	WITHOUT	
stepping	on	the	pressure	plate.	You	could	mine	down	through	the	stone	
directly	on	top	of	each	chest	individually,	you	could	mine	from	below	up	
to	each	chest,	etc.	There’s	a	lot	of	options	here	and	any	of	them	are	good	
so	long	as	you	don’t	hit	that	pressure	plate.		
5)	Enjoy	the	treasure!	What	can	you	expect	to	find?	Among	other	things,	
desert	temple	chests	often	have	Diamonds,	Emeralds,	Saddles,	Horse	
Armor,	and	Enchanted	book	so	they	are	certainly	worth	getting	excited	
about!	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	How	to	Solve	the	Jungle	Temple	



	
1)	Jungle	temples	have	3	floors.	You	want	to	go	to	the	bottom	one.		
2)	Eventually	you’ll	find	a	puzzle	that	you	must	solve	in	order	to	open	a	
trapdoor	to	get	to	the	treasure	room.		Minecraft	Gamepedia	is	a	great	
resource	(as	usual)	and	provides	you	with	an	easy	solution	–	‘the	solution	
to	the	puzzle	depends	on	which	side	of	the	staircase	the	levers	are	located	
on.	To	guarantee	that	the	door	will	open,	use	the	following	succession:	if	
the	levers	are	to	the	LEFT	of	the	stairs	when	going	down:	Right,	Left,	Left,	
Right.	If	on	your	RIGHT:	Left,	Right,	Right,	Left.	Alternatively,	breaking	
through	the	walls	with	a	pickaxe	is	an	effective	method	of	bypassing	the	
puzzle	and	taking	the	loot.’	
3)	Once	you	get	into	the	treasure	room,	you	see	a	chest,	but	as	you	might	
guess,	it’s	NOT	a	good	idea	to	just	go	running	up	to	it.	Why?	Because	of	the	
booby-traps!	
4)	The	Jungle	Trap:	Again	we	turn	to	Minecraft	Gamepedia	for	some	
wonderful	guidance	–	‘the	trap	consists	of	2	tripwire	connected	to	
dispensers	with	arrows,	hidden	behind	vines	(but	visible	in	the	pic	below)	



	
	[To	open	the	chest]	just	be	sure	you	don’t	step	on	the	tripwire	in	the	
middle	of	the	room.		
5)	Enjoy	the	treasure!	What	can	you	expect	to	find?	The	same	loot	that	
you	find	in	Desert	Temples	is	also	in	Jungle	Temples	so	that	means	more	
Diamonds,	Emeralds,	Saddles,	Horse	Armor,	and	Enchanted	books!	
	
Gee	whiz	this	is	fun,	huh?		
	
It’s	true	that	exploring	the	world	in	Minecraft	is	a	blast,	but	let’s	get	back	
to	a	question	that	is	very	important	–	when	you	are	deciding	to	leave	your	
first	home	and	go	exploring	you	have	to	ask	yourself,	“do	I	make	a	
permanent	move	or	do	I	plan	to	return	back	home	someday?”	
	
	It	kind	of	depends	on	your	goals	in	the	game,	right?	In	any	case,	sooner	or	
later	you’re	going	to	explore	your	world	--	and	whether	you	plan	to	make	
a	temporary	one	or	a	permanent	one,	the	fact	is	that	you	will	leave	at	
some	point.	So,	once	you	make	up	your	mind	to	leave…	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Put	up	a	sign	in	the	yard	that	says	“For	Sale”	and	get	
going	
B.	Put	all	your	valuables	in	a	chest	inside	your	home	so	
you	don’t	risk	losing	them	
C.	Gear	up	with	all	the	items	you	might	need	for	the	



journey	(extra	arms/armors,	supplies,	food	etc)	
D.	Do	something	else	
	 	
As	always,	there	is	no	right	or	wrong	answer.	It	depends	on	your	goals.	If	
you	are	certain	you	will	be	back,	it	may	be	a	good	idea	to	leave	your	
valuables	behind	as	in	Answer	B	--	however	what	happens	if	you	go	off	
never	return?	(Suddenly	leaving	those	diamonds	in	that	chest	back	home	
wasn’t	such	a	great	idea).	Choice	C	is	wise	from	the	standpoint	of	gearing	
up	before	you	leave	(if	you	have	some	decent	armor	and	are	pretty	sure	
you	won’t	die	on	the	journey,	then	carry	as	much	as	you	can	with	you	to	
save	you	time	later),	but	realize	that	anything	you	bring	with	you	is	
subject	to	being	lost	if	you	do	end	up	dying	–	and	trust	me,	I	know	because	
I	die	a	lot!	
	
In	any	event,	the	worst	thing	you	could	probably	do	is	to	rush	off	without	
taking	anything	with	you	--	only	have	a	wooden	sword	and	a	leather	
helmet,	but	no	food?	Perhaps	you’re	not	ready	for	an	adventure	just	yet,	
my	friend.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Rather	than	just	build	and	move,	build	and	move,	instead	
you	should	come	up	with	a	plan	on	where	you	want	to	build	your	
permanent	home	and	why.		Perhaps	your	primary	goal	is	to	explore	
caves	(if	so,	it	makes	sense	to	build	a	base	near	some	mountains,	or	even	
inside	those	mountains),	perhaps	you	want	to	live	on	an	island	(who’s	up	
for	a	swim	or	boat	ride?),	or	maybe	you	don’t	want	to	waste	time	building	
a	house	and	instead	plan	to	confiscate	a	ready-made	house	(villages	also	
have	plenty	of	food	too!).	Have	a	plan	before	you	lay	down	roots	and	
you’ll	save	a	lot	of	time.	Think	before	you	move	--	why	are	you	moving?	Are	
you	really	prepared	to	move?	Do	you	plan	to	return	later	or	not?	Answer	
these	questions	before	you	go	gallivanting	off	and	you’ll	find	your	odds	of	
success	in	achieving	your	goals	will	be	much	higher.	
	
Meanwhile,	did	you	know	that	some	people	think	the	future	of	the	world	
is	UNDER	WATER?	Perhaps	something	like	this?	



	
If	you	believe	that	too	or	if	you	just	want	to	have	some	fun	and	build	a	
base	underwater	then	try…	
	
	Jax’s	Tip:	A	quick	way	to	build	an	underwater	base:	
1.	Dive	underwater		
2.	Dig	down	3	blocks	
3.	Place	a	block	above	you	–	this	is	the	key	to	the	whole	operation.	By	
doing	this,	you	will	have	created	a	2-block	air	pocket	in	which	you	can	
survive	without	having	to	worry	about	drowning.		
4.	Now	you	can	have	fun	and	build	your	base	without	fear	of	drowning	–	
so	long	as	you	don’t	poke	a	hole	and	let	water	come	inside!	
	
And	speaking	of	water,	one	of	the	newer	updates	for	Minecraft	now	
provides	the	opportunity	to	explore	Underwater	Monuments	like	this:	



	
They	are	very	cool,	but	they	are	also	very	dangerous!	Why?	Well	
underwater	monuments	are	cool	because	they	are	a	new	biome	to	explore	
and	if	you	play	your	cards	right	you’ll	be	able	to	collect	items	like	
prismarine	(variants	of	which	can	be	used	to	make	underwater	lanterns),	
sponges,	underwater	lanterns,	and	even	a	treasure	vault	filled	with	gold!	
Pretty	cool,	huh?	But	what	about	the	danger	part?	Oh	yeah,	that’s	true.	
Well	the	reason	underwater	monuments	are	dangerous	is	because	it	is	
protected	by	Guardians	and	Elder	Guardians.		

	
	
Guardians	are	no	joke,	not	only	do	they	attack	you	with	their	laser	beam	
like	this…	



	
…but	they	can	also	cause	you	harm	with	their	spikes	(when	you	try	to	hit	
them;	similar	to	the	way	armor	enchanted	with	“Thorns”	will	hurt	your	
enemies).	Here’s	a	quick	video	we	did	about	the	Guardian:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51eUpAjRzws		
	
	In	addition,	Elder	Guardians	(the	larger	grey	version	of	the	species)	inflict	
you	with	a	spell	called	“Mining	Fatigue”	which	makes	it	nearly	impossible	
to	break	any	blocks	to	effectively	explore	the	monument.	The	worst	thing	
is	that	Mining	Fatigue	often	last	about	5	minutes	(which	really	sucks)	and	
don’t	think	you	can	just	wait	it	out	because	as	soon	as	it	gets	ready	to	run	
out	an	Elder	Guardian	will	pop	out	of	nowhere	and	inflict	you	with	some	
more!	Ugh!	
	
Nevertheless,	if	you	plan	well	ahead	of	time,	you	can	defeat	the	
underwater	monument	and	here	are	some	tips	to	help	you.	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	9	Tips	on	what	you	need	to	bring	with	you	to	defeat	the	
Underwater	Monument:	
1)	POTIONS,	POTIONS,	and	more	POTIONS	–	we’ll	talk	in	detail	about	
potions	in	Chapter	24,	but	for	now	let	me	just	give	you	the	list	as	pertains	
to	which	ones	you’ll	need	for	your	Underwater	Monument	expedition:	
Water	Breathing	and	Night	Vision	are	an	absolute	must	and	pretty	much	



no	brainers.	I	also	like	to	bring	Invisibility	(so	the	Guardian’s	can’t	see	you	
to	attack	you),	and	you	should	consider	a	potion	of	Healing	or	
Regeneration	since	you’re	going	to	be	constantly	taking	damage	down	
there	and	if	you	die	in	that	monument	good	luck	ever	getting	your	stuff	
back!		
2)	Armor	–	pretty	much	it	will	need	to	be	diamond	armor	since	you’ll	be	
under	constant	attack	(unless	you	use	that	Invisibility	potion).	Many	
people	will	recommend	you	use	enchanted	armor	(experts	recommend	
enchantments	to	consider	are	Respiration,	Aqua	Affinity,	Protection,	and	
Depth	Strider).	I	generally	don’t	bother	with	the	enchantments	but	that’s	
up	to	you.	We’ll	talk	more	about	Enchantments	in	Chapter	24	as	well.		
3)	Food	–	you	still	need	to	eat	down	there.	Bonus	Tip:	bring	some	Golden	
Apples	and	you’ll	not	only	get	food	but	also	regeneration	benefits	too!	
We’ll	talk	about	the	Golden	Apple	in	Chapter	11.		
4)	Weapons	–	don’t	bother	bringing	a	bow	because	the	water	will	slow	
down	the	arrows,	just	bring	some	swords	since	most	of	the	combat	will	be	
at	close	range.	Enchanting	a	diamond	sword	with	Sharpness	will	help	you	
here.	
5)	BED	–	remember	how	I	said	that	if	you	die	down	here	that	you	can	kiss	
all	your	stuff	goodbye	forever?	Well	not	if	you	bring	a	bed!	Remember	the	
tip	about	how	sleeping	in	a	bed	resets	your	spawn	point	upon	death,	well	
that	makes	it	a	pretty	good	idea	to	do	down	here	so	that	if	you	do	die,	you	
can	get	your	stuff	back.	“But	what	about	all	the	Guardians?”	You	ask.	“How	
will	I	ever	be	able	to	get	my	stuff	back	if	they	are	protecting	it?”	The	great	
thing	about	Guardians	is	that	they	will	not	attack	an	unarmed	player	so	if	
you	do	die,	and	you	are	able	to	get	back	to	where	your	dropped	items	are	
fast	enough	(remember	Tips	17	&	18),	then	you	can	get	them	all	without	
worry	of	attack	(just	be	sure	to	not	hold	your	weapons	until	you	get	
yourself	armored	up	again!)		
6)	Blocks	of	Stone	and/or	Doors	to	seal	off	some	areas	and	drain	them	
of	water	so	you	can	breathe	without	potions	if	need	be.	
7)	MILK	–	your	mama	always	told	you	to	drink	your	milk,	right?	Well	that	
is	definitely	true	when	you	are	in	the	Underwater	Monument.	Did	you	
know	that	Milk	will	wipe	away	the	effects	of	Mining	Fatigue?	It’s	true,	
drinking	milk	will	cure	you	of	the	curse	of	Mining	Fatigue,	BUT	(and	this	



is	kind	of	a	big	But),	milk	will	also	wipe	away	the	effects	of	all	the	other	
potions	too	–	so	keep	that	in	mind	before	you	drink	it.	
8)	A	Chest	–	put	this	in	the	location	of	your	bed	and	put	in	some	extra	
inventory	so	that	you	can	have	access	to	it	in	the	event	you	die	and	can’t	
get	back	to	your	dropped	items.		
9)	Pickaxes	–	You’ll	need	at	least	Iron	to	break	the	prismarine,	but	I’d	go	
with	diamond	here	since	you	want	them	to	be	as	effective	and	fast	as	
possible	at	breaking	blocks.	In	addition,	it’s	a	great	idea	to	enchant	them	
with	Efficiency	because	that	will	help	combat	the	effects	of	the	Mining	
Fatigue.		
	
Gee	whiz	that’s	a	lot	of	preparations,	huh?	Indeed	it	is,	my	friend,	but	like	I	
said	Underwater	Monuments	are	no	joke.	They	actually	remind	me	of	The	
Nether	(see	Chapter	25)	because	they	are	so	unique.	In	any	case,	once	you	
get	all	these	items,	what	now?	
	
Actually	the	hard	part	(in	my	opinion)	is	collecting	all	the	items	you	need	
to	prepare	for	the	journey.	Once	you	are	equipped	like	this,	the	actual	
experience	is	not	that	hard.	Don’t	forget	this	important	TIP	from	Jax:	
your	goal	in	the	Underwater	Monument	is	to	find	the	Three	Elder	
Guardians	and	take	them	out	so	that	you	can	harvest	the	treasure.	
The	Elders	will	be	hidden	throughout	the	monument	so	you	have	to	
explore	it,	but	once	you	find	them,	you	should	be	able	to	defeat	them	fairly	
easily	(if	you	are	equipped	like	I	recommended).	As	for	the	treasure	trove	
of	gold,	here	is	what	it	looks	like	(The	gold	is	inside	the	dark	prismarine	
blocks):	



	
	
Well,	I’m	tired	from	all	this	swimming,	what	say	we	take	a	break	and	end	
this	chapter?	
	
References:	
1.	Desert	Temples:	http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Desert_temple	
	
2.	Jungle	Temples:	http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Jungle_temple	
	
3.	All	About	Ocean	Monuments:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Ocean_monument	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Think	Before	You	Move	Away	From	Home)	
The	more	our	world	becomes	a	global	society	the	more	opportunities	you	
will	have	to	travel	and	even	live	elsewhere.	I	would	encourage	you	to	see	
the	world	as	much	as	possible,	especially	when	you	are	younger	and	don’t	
have	the	‘responsibilities’	of	life	(family,	job,	bills,	etc).	The	world	is	an	
amazing	place	and	there	are	adventures	of	all	kinds	just	waiting	for	you.		
	



That	said,	I	would	also	encourage	you	to	think	before	you	make	a	
permanent	move	--	whether	that	be	with	a	job	transfer,	going	off	to	a	
distant	college,	or	moving	away	with	a	friend	or	girlfriend.	All	of	those	
things	sound	great	at	first	(more	money,	new	friends,	making	a	way	on	
your	own,	etc),	and	in	fact	they	can	be	great	in	the	long	run	for	you	too.	
But	just	keep	in	mind	what	I’ve	already	told	you	many	times	before	--	with	
every	decision	comes	consequences.		
	
I	grew	up	as	part	of	a	large,	close-knit	Italian	family	back	in	Pennsylvania.	
My	entire	childhood	was	spent	around	grandparents,	cousins,	aunt	&	
uncles,	etc,	etc.	Every	holiday	we	celebrated	together.	It	was	a	fun,	happy	
childhood.	I	thought	everybody	had	that.	And	I	just	assumed	my	family	
would	be	there	forever.	But	soon	enough	I	went	off	to	college	and	allowed	
the	trails	of	life	to	take	me	away	to	Florida	after	school.	I	never	did	move	
back	home	and	I	ended	up	missing	out	on	the	lives	of	all	my	relatives	back	
in	PA.	Although	I	made	a	great	life	for	myself	in	Florida,	my	biggest	regret	
in	life	is	losing	touch	with	my	family	back	home	--	sure	I	spoke	to	them	
often	and	visited	many	times,	but	I	was	never	part	of	their	lives	again	
once	I	moved	away.	It	was	never	the	same.	And	now	many	of	them	are	
gone	until	the	next	life.		
	
Did	I	make	the	right	decision	by	moving	away?	Well,	I	am	incredibly	
happy	with	my	life	now	(wonderful	wife	and	kids,	great	job,	nice	house,	
etc,	etc)	so	in	that	sense	things	have	worked	out	good	for	me.	But	it	was	at	
the	expense	of	my	family	ties	back	home.	And	even	though	things	did	
work	out	for	me,	the	process	of	making	the	decision	of	leaving	home	is	
what	I	want	to	focus	on	here.	The	fact	is	that	I	did	not	really	think	about	it	
before	I	left	--	I	just	assumed	that’s	what	everybody	does	-	go	off	to	college	
and	then	move	away.	Obviously	that	is	not	correct.		
	
Moving	away	from	home	may	be	good	for	some	people,	but	it’s	not	
for	everybody.		
	
I	hope	you	think	before	you	move.	Understand	what	you’re	giving	up	
when	you	leave.	Have	a	plan	if	things	don’t	work	out.	Have	an	idea	of	



whether	your	move	is	temporary	or	permanent.	Tons	of	people	take	job	
transfers	when	they	are	young	because	they	want	to	climb	the	company	
ladder	--	only	to	move	from	city	to	city	and	never	put	down	roots	--	they	
chase	after	money,	but	lose	their	family	ties,	friendships	made	along	the	
way,	and	more.	Before	you	give	your	best	years	to	a	company	that	
requires	you	to	keep	moving,	know	what	you’re	leaving	behind	--	and	
know	the	risks:	for	example	the	risk	of	being	laid	off	by	that	company	
which	suddenly	leaves	you	in	a	place	you	may	not	want	to	stay	but	
without	the	money	to	move	again	on	your	own.	Same	goes	for	moving	
away	with	friends	or	significant	others	-	it’s	great	when	it	works,	but	what	
happens	if	things	don’t	work	out,	then	what?		
	
I’m	all	for	you	travelling	and	exploring	the	world.	I	think	there’s	also	
something	to	be	said	for	studying	abroad	or	even	working	overseas	for	a	
year	or	two.	But	we	already	talked	about	Frost’s	“Road	Not	Taken”	poem	
and	how	“way	leads	on	to	way”	--	just	understand	that	when	you	move	
you	may	never	come	back.	Understand	that	you	too	may	lose	your	family	
ties.	Understand	what	you	are	giving	up.	
	
I	can	tell	you	100%	that	I	did	not	think	of	these	things	before	I	moved	
away.	I	didn’t	know	what	I	gave	up	before	it	was	gone.	I	don’t	want	you	to	
make	the	same	mistake	I	did.		
	
Think	before	you	make	a	permanent	move	and	know	if	that	this	truly	is	
the	right	decision	for	you.		
	
	
	 	



	
Day	10:	Hand	Me	That	Hammer,	Son	
	
When	Jax	and	I	played	Minecraft	again	I	got	very	frustrated	very	quickly	
and	found	myself	asking	him	a	barrage	of	questions,	such	as…	
	
“Jax,	help	me.	Why	can’t	I	break	any	blocks?	I	tried	hitting	a	tree	with	my	
pickaxe,	I	swung	my	sword	at	some	stone,	heck	I	even	tried	just	digging	
some	dirt	with	my	hands	–	all	for	naught.	What	gives,	son?”	

	
“It’s	because	we’re	playing	in	Adventure	Mode,	Dad.”	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	In	Adventure	mode,	you	have	to	have	the	right	tool	or	you	
can’t	accomplish	the	task	you	want	(axe	for	wood,	shovel	for	
dirt/gravel,	pickaxe	for	stone/ore,	sword	for	mobs,	etc,	etc).	
	
“That	would	have	been	good	to	know	when	we	started,	son.”	I	frowned	at	
him.		
	
“Sorry,	dude.”	Jax	laughed.		
	
This	gives	me	a	chance	to	remind	you	all	of	a	few	things.		Let’s	return	to	
that	mob	spawner	we	talked	about	a	while	ago	–	this	time	in	normal	
survival	mode	–	remember	how	(I	thought)	I	had	a	good	plan	of	attack,	I	



was	wearing	decent	armor,	I’d	cleared	the	cave	of	any	current	mobs,	and	I	
was	ready	to	take	the	spawner	down	with	my	diamond	sword	–	only	it	
didn’t	work?	Or	how	about	the	time	I	was	exploring	a	cave	and	I	was	
trying	to	light	the	way	quickly	with	torches	as	I	ran	forward	–	everything	
was	fine	until	I	got	attacked	from	behind	by	a	zombie	and,	in	my	panic,	I	
tried	to	turn	around	and	attack	back	but	the	torch	in	my	hand	was	not	
really	harming	the	zombie	and	by	the	time	I	flipped	through	my	inventory	
to	get	a	sword,	it	was	too	late	–	the	zombie	took	me	out.		
	
In	both	of	the	cases	(just	like	the	Adventure	Mode	situation)	the	problem	
was	the	same	–	I	didn’t	have	the	right	tool	for	the	job.	Against	that	mob	
spawner	even	a	stone	pickaxe	would	have	done	a	better	job	than	that	
diamond	sword.	And	as	for	the	torch	vs	zombie,	I	simply	wasn’t	prepared	
for	the	surprise	attack	and	thus	couldn’t	reach	my	sword	in	time.	The	fact	
is	that	Minecraft	offers	you	a	wide	variety	of	items	to	use,	but	you	have	to	
know	what	does	what.	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	How	do	you	make	a	map?			

	
You’ll	need	a	crafting	table,	some	paper,	and	a	compass.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	How	do	you	turn	iron	ore	into	usable	iron?		



	
That	requires	a	furnace,	some	iron	ore,	and	some	fuel.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	How	do	you	shear	a	sheep	without	killing	it?		

	
You’ll	have	to	craft	a	pair	of	shears	or	trade	a	villager	for	them.		
	
These	are	just	a	few	examples	of	how	the	game	forces	to	learn	how	
things	work	on	your	own	--	if	you	want	to	excel	at	the	game.	If	you	are	a	
Minecraft	fan,	then	I’m	assuming	you	already	know	the	difference	
between	a	crafting	table	and	a	furnace,	and	that	you’ve	mastered	many	of	
the	recipes	necessary	to	make	your	favorite	items.	But	there	is	always	
more	to	learn	–	especially	as	the	makers	continue	to	add	updates	to	the	
various	platforms.		
	
As	you	move	through	the	game’s	seeds,	always	keep	in	mind	that	if	you	
want	to	play	as	efficiently	as	possible	and	not	waste	time	(and	perhaps	
save	your	own	skin),	then	you	should	always	try	to	use	the	right	tool	for	
the	job	–	it	will	make	your	gameplay	much	easier.		



	
Meanwhile,	let’s	return	to	that	Mob	Spawner.	If	these	are	giving	you	
trouble	and	you	want	some	help	in	defeating	them,	try…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Six	Strategies	to	destroy	a	Mob	Spawner.		

	
1.	The	basic	method	is	to	hit	them	with	a	pickaxe	until	they	break.	
(Remember	Chapter	4	–	a	golden	pickaxe	is	the	fastest	at	destroying	a	
mob	spawner).		
2.	Surround	them	with	cobblestone	or	similar	blocks	to	wall	them	in	
3.	When	you	locate	the	room	from	the	side,	don’t	immediately	to	in	–	
leave	only	a	1	block	opening	and	wait	for	the	mobs	to	come	to	you	–	
kill	them	off	until	there	are	gone,	then	go	in	and	quickly	break	the	
spawner.	(Tip	within	a	tip	–	if	it’s	a	Skeleton	spawner	and	you	use	this	
technique	the	skeletons	will	shoot	each	other	for	you!)	If	you	locate	the	
room	from	above,	build	a	stone	bridge	over	until	you	are	directly	on	top	
of	the	spawner	(but	high	enough	that	the	mobs	can’t	get	you),	shoot	all	
the	mobs,	then	quickly	drop	down	and	destroy	the	spawner.	
4.	Blow	up	the	spawner	with	TNT!	
5.	Fill	the	room	with	water	–	since	mobs	can’t	spawn	in	water	
6.	Put	torches	on	each	side	and	the	top	to	stop	the	mobs	from	
spawning,	and	then	destroy	it	at	your	leisure.	



	
>Do	you	do	something	else?	If	so,	let	us	know.		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Use	The	Right	Tool	for	the	Job)	
Using	the	right	tool	was	a	lesson	that	took	me	a	while	to	learn.	As	I	was	
growing	up	I	tended	to	be	one	of	those	‘just	jump	in	and	see	what	
happens’	type	of	guys.	So	if	I	had	something	to	build,	I’d	rarely	read	the	
directions	and	I	tended	to	just	use	whatever	tool	was	in	my	hand	to	see	
how	it	went.	Most	of	the	time	it	didn’t	go	very	well	and	I	got	frustrated	
and	gave	up.		
	
As	I	got	older	(and	wiser),	I	learned	the	value	of	having	the	right	tool	–	
sure	you	can	prune	a	tree	with	a	hand	saw,	but	a	chainsaw	(used	safely)	
does	the	job	much	easier.	Have	to	spray	for	weeds?	A	hand	sprayer	will	do	
the	trick,	but	your	hands	will	be	like	claws	by	the	time	you’re	done;	try	an	
automatic	sprayer	instead.	Need	to	put	together	a	piece	of	furniture	from	
IKEA	–	good	luck	using	that	alan	wrench	they	give	you	or	a	simple	
screwdriver	–	I’ll	take	my	electric	screwdriver	instead.	I	could	go	on	and	
on,	but	I	think	you	get	the	idea.	Don’t	be	like	I	was	before	I	knew	better	–	
instead	read	the	directions	and	use	the	right	tools.		
	
But	this	lesson	goes	beyond	just	simple	construction	examples.	It	also	
applies	all	over	your	life.		
>Have	to	give	a	presentation	at	school?	Equip	yourself	with	notecards	and	
arm	yourself	with	confidence	by	practicing.		



>Trying	to	master	a	new	trick	on	your	skateboard?	Get	advice	from	your	
friends,	watch	how	the	pros	do	it,	and	again	practice,	practice,	practice.	
>Going	to	a	job	interview?	Find	out	what	the	interviewer’s	hobbies	are	
and	show	up	with	a	small	gift	related	to	it	–	you’ll	set	yourself	apart	–	and	
when	you	combine	that	with	your	preparation,	you’re	sure	to	get	the	job.		
	
Whatever	the	situation,	if	you	can	choose	the	right	tool,	you’re	going	
to	be	much	better	off.	Understand	this	early	in	life	and	you’ll	be	setting	
yourself	up	for	success.		
	 	



Day	11:	Turbo	Turtle	
	
Day	11	playing	Minecraft	–	Jax	was	at	school	so	I	played	on	my	own.		
	
Tell	me	if	you’ve	heard	this	before?	One	of	your	online	buddies	has	been	
bragging	to	you	that	he	can	find	diamonds	in	less	than	twenty	minutes	of	
starting	a	new	seed.	Jax	is	pretty	fast	but	for	me	it’s	always	taken	at	least	
an	hour,	if	not	more,	so	I	recently	asked	one	of	Jax’s	online	friends	how	to	
do	it	and	he	says	“it’s	easy,	just	dig	straight	down	–	you’ll	find	them	
quickly	if	you	do	that.”	
	
Why	didn’t	I	think	of	that?	Digging	straight	down	–	it	seems	so	obvious,	
right?	I	mean	I	know	Jax	always	told	me	never	to	dig	straight,	but	his	
friend	just	told	me	to	do	it,	so	perhaps	it’s	worth	a	shot?	After	all,	we’re	
talking	about	DIAMONDS!	I	seemed	to	recall	Jax	saying	something	about	
diamonds	usually	hiding	in	the	deepest	parts	of	the	Overworld	–	usually	
between	levels	5	to	12.	If	that’s	true	then	what	could	be	faster	that	digging	
straight	down	to	get	them?	Perhaps	Jax	was	keeping	a	secret	from	me?	I	
mean,	seriously,	what	could	really	go	wrong	if	I	dig	straight	down	
anyway?	What’s	the	big	deal?	
	
Should	I	do	it?	Would	you?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Take	your	friend’s	advice	and	dig	straight	down	as	
fast	as	you	can.	
B.	Tell	your	buddy	he	is	a	kook	and	keep	playing	how	
you	normally	do	–	by	finding	diamonds	in	natural	caves	
or	chests	

C.		Dig	down	but	not	directly	beneath	yourself	–	always	to	the	side	first	to	
see	what’s	below.		
D.	Do	something	else	
	



At	the	time,	I	chose	answer	A	–	it	didn’t	work	–	instead	of	finding	
diamonds	I	opened	up	a	hole	directly	over	a	pool	of	lava	and	burned	
myself	to	a	crisp.	Ouch!		
	
Jax’s	TIP:	one	of	the	cardinal	rules	of	mining	in	Minecraft	is	“never	
dig	straight	down.”	Why?	Because	as	you	dig	lower	and	lower	your	
chances	of	uncovering	pools	of	lava	go	up	and	up.		

	
Fall	into	lava	and	(unless	you	have	fire	protection)	you’ll	be	burnt	to	a	
crisp	like	I	was.	Yes,	it’s	true	that	you	will	not	always	dig	down	into	lava	if	
you	dig	straight	down,	sometimes	you	might	get	lucky	and	just	hit	
bedrock.	But	why	take	the	risk?	If	you	are	trying	to	save	time,	ask	yourself	
–	how	much	time	will	I	have	to	waste	if	I	die	and	have	to	respawn?	How	
much	time	will	it	take	me	to	get	back	all	my	stuff	(if	it’s	still	there)	or	get	
new	stuff?	Digging	straight	down	is	fool’s	gold,	my	friend,	so	don’t	do	it.		
	
Now,	if	you	do	want	to	get	to	the	bottom	as	fast	as	possible	–	and	you	
want	to	do	it	safely	–	then	use	Choice	C…	
Jax’s	Tip:	dig	to	the	side	and	look	before	you	go	down.	You	can	easily	
dig	a	2-block	tunnel	straight	down	and	if	you	do	uncover	an	open	cave	
which	has	a	killer	drop	or	you	do	see	lava,	then	you	can	take	a	breath,	not	



panic,	and	go	back	to	the	topside	safely.	It	may	take	a	little	longer	to	dig	
this	way	in	the	short	term,	but	you’ll	be	much	better	off	in	the	long	run.		
	
But	perhaps,	you	have	a	different	way	to	get	diamonds	faster?	If	so,	please	
let	us	know	what	your	Path	D	choice	is.	
	
In	any	case,	this	is	just	one	examples	of	how	playing	it	safe	is	better	for	
you	in	the	long	run.	Going	into	The	Nether?	Be	sure	to	take	plenty	of	
supplies	with	you	–	including	a	way	to	rebuild	your	portal	if	it	gets	
destroyed	by	Ghasts.	Uncover	a	mob	spawner?	As	we	said	before,	don’t	
just	jump	right	in	without	a	plan	of	attack	first.	Going	on	a	long	journey?	
You	better	take	some	food	with	your	gear.	And	the	list	goes	on.	Spend	the	
time	upfront	to	make	a	plan	and	you’ll	be	better	off	in	the	end.		
	
And	speaking	of	keeping	a	list	–	don’t	forget…		
Jax’s	Tip:	Keep	a	Journal	of	Seed	Numbers	that	you	play.	If	you	do	this	
and	find	a	really	good	seed,	you’ll	be	able	to	play	it	again	and/or	tell	your	
friends.	Given	that	seeds	are	basically	limitless,	we’re	always	looking	for	a	
good	one	to	play.	Keep	a	journal	with	the	seed	number	and	anything	
interesting	about	that	seed	(what	biome,	hidden	chests,	secret	locations,	
etc.).	Then	spread	the	word!	
	
References:	
1.	For	some	cool	seeds	check	out	these	vids:	
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=minecraft+best+seeds	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Slow	and	Steady	Wins	the	Race)	
I’m	sure	you’ve	heard	the	nursery	tale	about	the	race	between	the	
“Tortoise	and	the	Hare,”	right?	You	know	the	one	where	the	rabbit	races	
off	as	fast	as	his	legs	will	carry	him,	while	the	turtle	just	plods	along	as	
slow	as	a	snail.	What	happens?	The	rabbit	gets	tired	and	has	to	rest	in	the	
middle	of	the	race,	while	the	turtle	keeps	going	at	his	own	pace	and	
eventually	passes	the	rabbit	and	wins.	
	



This	is	the	epitome	of	our	lesson	–	slow	and	steady	wins	the	race	–	and	it	
applies	to	all	areas	of	your	life.	Some	examples	are:		
1.	Want	to	invest	your	money	in	stocks?	Sure	you	can	choose	to	put	it	all	
in	risky	stocks	that	may	give	you	the	highest	returns,	but	odds	are	that	
you	will	only	end	up	losing	it	all.	You’d	be	better	off	finding	investments	
with	less	risk	–	even	those	these	might	not	offer	the	highest	return	
potential,	over	the	long	run,	you’ll	likely	end	up	with	more	money.		
2.	Going	to	Vegas	to	gamble?	Well	if	you	must,	at	least	choose	the	games	
that	give	you	some	decent	odds.	Vegas	is	built	on	all	the	losers	at	high-
risk,	low-return	games	like	Keno,	Slots,	and	The	Wheel	of	Fortune.	Instead	
educate	yourself	a	bit	and	play	games	like	Blackjack,	Craps,	and	Roulette	–	
certain	methods	of	playing	these	games	will	at	least	give	you	a	fighting	
chance.		
3.	Have	to	complete	a	term	paper?	Don’t	do	a	rush	job	at	the	last	minute	
or	do	some	half-baked	paper	as	soon	as	you	get	the	assignment.	Instead,	
spend	a	little	time	in	research,	get	a	plan,	and	do	it	little	by	little	over	time.		
	
In	all	of	these	cases,	slow	and	steady	is	the	best	method.	Can	you	think	of	
other	examples?			
	
Now,	back	to	that	Journal	I	told	you	to	keep	for	your	favorite	Minecraft	
Seeds	–	I	also	believe	that	you	should	keep	a	journal	for	your	real	life	too.	
After	all,	I	once	heard	a	great	quote	on	this	from	Tony	Robbins	who	said,	
“If	life	is	worth	living,	it	is	worth	recording.”	If	we	don’t	learn	from	the	
past,	we	are	doomed	to	repeat	our	mistakes	and	not	be	able	to	take	
advantage	of	our	successes.	Do	yourself	a	favor	and	keep	a	journal.	Some	
ideas	for	things	you	might	write:	
1.	Ask	yourself	–	Did	I	do	my	best	today?	
2.	The	top	3	things	you	enjoyed/learned/are	thankful	for/etc.	about	the	
day	
3.	Your	hopes,	dreams,	and	goals	
4.	Little	things	that	you	noticed	that	made	you	smile	
5.	What	you	learned	from	the	day	
6.	What	you	plan	to	do	tomorrow/next	week/month/etc.	
7.	Whatever	makes	you	happy!	



	
It	doesn’t	really	matter	what	you	write	as	far	as	someone	else	is	
concerned,	it	only	matters	that	you	write	what	YOU	care	about.	It’s	
doesn’t	necessarily	have	to	be	a	“dear	diary”	situation	(although	that’s	ok	
too),	instead	it’s	more	of	a	journal	of	learning	–	so	that,	like	I	said	before,	
you	can	learn	from	your	mistakes	and	make	the	most	of	your	
successes.	That’s	how	you	live	your	best	life	possible	via	the	slow	and	
steady	wins	the	race	method.	So	good	luck	and	start	writing!		
	
	



Day	12:	Rabbit	Stew?	Yummy!	
	
When	Jax	and	I	play	the	next	day	I	was	starving	–	literally.	My	Hunger	
Meter	was	down	to	zero	drumsticks	and	that’s	no	joke	because	now	my	
Health	Hearts	were	starting	to	go	down	too.	Help!		
	
In	Minecraft	not	every	food	restores	the	same	amount	of	hunger.	Do	you	
know	which	of	the	following	would	give	you	the	most	health?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Eat	some	Rabbit	Stew	
B.	Eat	a	piece	of	Rotten	Flesh	
C.	Eat	some	Cooked	Chicken	
D.	Eat	Something	else	
	

In	this	case,	some	answers	are	definitely	better	than	others.	Without	
getting	overly	technical	on	you	and	simply	focusing	on	what	food	will	
restore	the	most	to	your	hunger	meter,	there	is	no	doubt	here	that…	
Jax’s	Tip:	a	bowl	of	rabbit	stew	would	give	you	the	most	hunger	bars	
back	in	this	example–	restoring	10	food	points	(equal	to	5	drumsticks)	–	
it	would	probably	taste	the	best	too!	The	cooked	chicken	would	give	you	
back	6	food	points	(3	drumsticks).	While	the	rotten	flesh	might	work	in	a	
pinch	–	restoring	4	food	points	(2	drumsticks),	the	problem	is	there	is	an	
80%	chance	you	might	be	poisoned	by	it	and	then	experience	the	negative	
effects	of	hunger	for	30	seconds	–	remember	our	lesson	about	choices	vs.	
consequences?	Think	before	you	eat	that	rotten	flesh!	In	any	case,	besides	
these	foods	there	are	many	others	you	can	use	–	some	of	which	are	even	
better	than	rabbit	stew	at	restoring	your	food	points.	Do	you	know	which	
food	currently	gives	you	the	most	hunger	bars	back?	(If	not,	keep	reading,	
my	friend).	
	
I	encourage	you	to	find	out	which	foods	work	best	at	restoring	your	
hunger	–	it’s	fun	to	discover	new	foods	in	Minecraft.	But	regardless,	be	
sure	to	always	keep	some	food	with	you	wherever	you	go	–	because	
unless	you	are	playing	creative,	if	your	food	meter	drops,	you’ll	be	in	



trouble	–	and	depending	on	the	game	difficulty	you	are	playing,	you	could	
die!	
	 		
Jax’s	Tip:	4	Quick	Tips	on	Hunger!	

	
1.	Even	if	your	health	meter	is	completely	full,	if	your	hunger	meter	is	
drained,	you	will	start	losing	your	health	hearts	(about	1	heart	every	4	
seconds!).	On	Easy	difficulty,	your	health	will	stop	draining	at	10	hearts,	
on	Normal	at	1,	but	if	you	are	playing	Hard,	you	can	starve	to	death!		
2.	If	your	hunger	meter	is	3	drumsticks	or	less,	can	you	no	longer	
sprint	(so	watch	out	for	mobs!)	
3.	Don’t	eat	the	puffer	fish!		

	
I	repeat		--	DO	NOT	EAT	THE	PUFFERFISH	--	your	chance	of	being	
poisoned	is	100%!	Yes	you	read	that	right	–	100%!	
4.	Do	you	know	the	food	that	will	give	you	back	the	most	hunger	
points	(even	more	than	Rabbit	Stew)?	A	Cake!	

	
	It	provides	you	with	14	hunger	points	(7	drumsticks)	–	so	start	baking!	
	 	



Jax’s	Tip:	The	benefit	of	cooking	your	food	is	that	it	will	reduce	the	
chance	of	poison	(for	raw	meats)	and	the	cooked	food	will	restore	
more	of	your	hunger	bars.		

	
Cooking	is	pretty	simple	–	just	put	the	raw	food	(meat,	veggies)	into	the	
Furnace	with	a	fuel	source.			
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Not	every	food	requires	cooking,	some	foods	can	be	crafted	
–	including	the	2	foods	that	restore	the	most	hunger	–	A	Cake	and	Rabbit	
Stew!	Plus	a	bonus	on	how	to	make	some	yummy	Mushroom	Stew!	
1.	How	to	Craft	a	Cake:	milk	+	sugar	+	eggs	+	wheat	

	
	
2.	How	to	Craft	Rabbit	Stew:	mushroom	(any	kind)	+	bowl	+	cooked	
rabbit	+	carrot	+	baked	potato	

	
	



3.	How	to	make	Mushroom	Stew:	red	mushroom	+	brown	mushroom	+	
bowl	

	
	
For	the	next	tip,	let	me	ask	you	–	did	your	mother	ever	tell	you	“an	apple	a	
day	keeps	the	doctor	away?”	Well	in	Minecraft	that	apple	is	the	GOLDEN	
APPLE	and	it	is	super	powerful.		Here’s	how	you	craft	it>>>>>	

	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	3	Amazing	Powers	of	the	Golden	Apple:	
1.	Eat	a	Golden	Apple	and	not	only	will	it	give	you	back	4	hunger	
points	(2	drumsticks)	but	you’ll	also	regenerate	health	for	5	seconds	
(up	to	2	hearts),	and	if	you	enchant	it	(by	crafting	with	golden	BLOCKS	
instead	of	ingots)	your	apple	will	give	you	eve	better	regeneration	(1	full	
heart	every	3.5	seconds	for	up	to	30	seconds	up	to	200	health	points!).	In	
addition,	you’ll	also	get	fire	resistance	and	overall	damage	reduction	
(20%	less)	for	up	to	5	minutes!	Now	that’s	one	powerful	apple!	
2.	Use	a	golden	apple	to	turn	a	Zombie	Villager	back	into	a	normal	
Villager?	
3.	Use	a	golden	apple	to	tame	a	horse,	make	them	breed	faster,	and	
even	make	baby	horses	grow	faster?	Try	it.	
	



Meanwhile,	have	fun	with	the	various	foods	from	Minecraft	and	let	us	
know	which	ones	you	like	best.	
	
References:	
1.	Hunger	Tips:	http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Hunger	
	
2.	Golden	Apple	Benefits:		
http://minecraft.wikia.com/wiki/Golden_Apple		 	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Try	New	Foods)	
When	I	grew	up,	I	didn’t	like	to	try	new	foods.	My	grandmother	made	
homemade	Italian	food	and	I	feasted	whenever	I	wanted.	My	mom	and	
dad	cooked	a	bit	too	–	mostly	American	and	Italian	fare.	I	ate	good,	but	I	
mostly	ate	the	same	things.	Because	I	didn’t	try	different	foods	as	a	kid,	I	
know	I	missed	out	on	a	lot	of	new	experiences.	
	
The	aversion	to	trying	new	foods	carried	over	into	my	late	20’s	–	and	it	
almost	cost	me	my	marriage!	Let	me	explain	–	on	the	first	date	I	ever	had	
with	the	woman	who	would	become	my	wife,	we	went	to	have	sushi	at	
her	request.	Now	coming	from	land-locked	upstate	Pennsylvania	and	the	
small	town	of	Williamsport,	I	never	even	heard	of	sushi	growing	up	--	so	
when	my	new	girlfriend	suggested	we	go	eat	it,	I	said	“ah,	ok”	even	though	
the	thought	of	eating	raw	fish	turned	my	stomach.	As	it	turned	out,	I	did	
not	eat	sushi	on	that	date	(I	ordered	‘beef	with	broccoli’	stir-fry	instead).	
Granted	it	wasn’t	a	very	manly	choice	to	make	to	not	try	something	new,	
but	I	just	couldn’t	bring	myself	to	do	it.		
	
Luckily	my	girlfriend	didn’t	break	up	with	me	for	being	such	a	spoilsport.	
In	fact,	not	only	did	she	eventually	convince	me	to	try	sushi,	but	we	later	
got	married	too.	And,	I’ll	have	you	know	that	sushi	is	actually	now	one	of	
my	favorite	foods!	Go	figure.	
	



The	fact	is	that	you	will	not	like	every	food	that	you	try	–	but	the	chance	to	
at	least	sample	new	foods	is	really	quite	fun.	I	encourage	you	to	try	new	
things	–	you’ll	be	surprised	at	what	you	discover.		
	
I’ve	always	loved	to	cook	–	even	as	a	kid.	But	now	that	I	have	changed	my	
views	and	am	eager	to	try	new	foods,	my	cooking	is	even	better	–	I	have	
more	food	ideas	to	try	and	it’s	just	more	fun.		
	
As	for	my	son,	we	have	a	rule	–	it’s	from	a	book	called	“The	Two-Bite	
Club”	by	Adrienne	Durrett.	The	gist	is	simple	–	whenever	you	have	a	new	
food	on	your	plate	at	dinner,	you	don’t	have	to	eat	it	all	if	you	don’t	like	it,	
but	you	do	at	least	have	to	try	it	by	eating	two	bites	of	it.	If	you	like	it,	
awesome	–	you	get	the	enjoy	the	rest	of	it	on	your	plate.	If	not,	that’s	cool	
too	--		thanks	for	trying	it	and	you	don’t	have	to	eat	anymore.	It	works	
great	for	Jax	and	he	has	discovered	a	number	of	new	foods	that	I	would	
never	have	even	tried	as	a	kid.	Some	of	his	current	favs	are:	hummus,	
guacamole,	ginger	dressing	on	his	salad,	and	salmon	skin.	And	you	should	
see	this	boy	eat	sushi!		
	
Do	yourself	a	favor	–	try	new	foods.	You’ll	be	amazed	at	what	you	find	you	
like.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



		
Interlude:	Calling	All	Minecrafters	--	We	need	YOUR	help!	
	
Did	We	Get	It	Right?	
Every	effort	has	been	made	to	make	this	book	as	accurate	as	possible,	
however	if	you	see	an	error	and/or	have	something	to	add	to	one	of	the	
tips	in	this	book,	by	all	means	please	contact	the	author	at	
helpfuldad@gmail.com	
	
	
Talk	with	us	on	YouTube:	
>You	can	find	more	tips	for	Minecraft	(and	a	lot	of	other	games)	on	
Jackson’s	YouTube	channel:	
https://www.youtube.com/c/Jacksonstoyboxgoogle	
>Or	his	website:	http://jacksonstoybox.com/	
>You	can	interact	with	Jackson’s	dad	Michael	(the	author	of	this	book)	at	
his	YouTube	channel:	https://www.youtube.com/c/TheHelpfuldad	
>We’d	both	love	to	hear	from	you	and,	if	you’d	like	us	to	make	a	video	for	
you	about	a	Minecraft	tip	or	just	give	you	a	shout	out,	please	let	us	know	
by	putting	a	COMMENT	on	one	of	our	video’s.	
	
	
Spread	the	Word:	
If	you	like	this	book,	please	do	us	a	favor	and	please	TELL	YOUR	FRIENDS.	
We	don’t	care	how	you	do	it	(YouTube,	Instagram,	Twitter,	Facebook,	
Snapchat,	whatever	you	like),	just	do	it	–	like	TODAY.	Also,	it	would	be	
totally	awesome	if	you’d	post	a	positive	review	on	AMAZON	about	this	
book	too	–	you	may	not	realize	it	but	YOUR	words	are	powerful	and	your	
review	would	be	a	tremendous	aid	in	helping	us	to	let	others	know	about	
this	book.	Thanks!	
	
	



	
Day	13:	Who	Needs	a	GPS?	
	
I	guess	’13’	is	an	unlucky	number	because	it	happened	again	–	I	got	lost.	
Or	perhaps	it’s	just	because	I’m	not	a	very	good	player?	Either	way	the	
story	is	the	same	--	I	went	on	a	journey	away	from	home	and	now	couldn’t	
seem	to	find	my	way	back.	Jax	told	me	to	stick	by	him	but	I	wouldn’t	listen	
–	I	was	bent	on	finding	a	desert	temple	on	my	own.	It	didn’t	work.		
	
But,	the	good	news	is	that	I	did	listen	to	Jax’s	advice	and	so	I	had	a	map	in	
my	inventory.	The	bad	news	is	that	I	didn’t	know	how	to	read	it.	After	all,	
what	good	is	a	map	if	it	is	mostly	blank?		

	
A	blank	map?	What	gives?	Where	is	the	Google	Maps	app	when	I	needed	
it?	Well,	I’ve	learned	that	maps	in	Minecraft	are	a	bit	different	than	maps	
in	real	life.	When	you	hold	a	map	in	your	hand,	the	map	will	not	be	filled	
in	until	you	move	around.	As	you	explore,	the	map	will	be	revealed.	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Each	map	only	covers	128x128	pixels,	but	how	much	of	the	
world	that	is	covered	by	that	map	depends	on	how	far	you	have	
zoomed	in	or	out	on	your	display.	The	specifics	of	how	maps	function	
depend	on	which	gaming	system	you	are	playing	on	and	they	go	beyond	
my	ability	to	explain	to	you	here	--	as	usual	there	are	lots	of	excellent	
resources	online	that	can	teach	you	how	to	use	a	Minecraft	map.	I	strongly	
suggest	you	learn	how	to	read	your	Minecraft	maps	as	they	will	make	you	
a	better	player	in	the	long	run	and	save	you	lots	of	time.	
	
Do	you	often	get	lost	in	caves	like	me?	If	so,	consider…	



Jax’s	Tip:	Light	My	Fire:	whenever	you	place	a	torch	in	a	cave,	be	sure	
to	place	it	always	on	the	same	side.	That	way	you’ll	know	which	
direction	your	going	relative	to	your	cave	starting	point.		In	addition,	did	
you	know	that	you	CAN	use	your	map	in	a	cave	too	–	Jax’s	BONUS	TIP:	
Using	a	map	in	a	cave	is	often	overlooked	but	it	can	be	very	helpful	-	
if	you	plan	to	dig	upwards,	look	at	your	map	first	and	see	there	are	
any	dangers	you	might	run	in	to	--	after	all,	it	wouldn’t	be	too	much	fun	
to	try	to	dig	to	safety,	only	to	run	into	a	pool	of	lava,	right?	
	
Want	to	know	more	about	MAPS?		
Jax’s	Tip:	6	More	Map	Tips:		
1)	The	size	of	a	map	on	the	Xbox	or	PlayStation	is	limited	to	862x862	
blocks	and	thus	one	map	displays	the	entire	world.	On	the	PC,	the	
Minecraft	world	is	unlimited	and	thus	one	map	cannot	display	it	all.	
2)	You	can	use	a	map	to	find	minerals	(Survival	Mode)	if	it’s	a	spot	you	
have	previously	been	to.		
3)	You	can	see	the	location	of	other	players	if	you	are	playing	online	
in	a	PvP	situation.		
4)	You	can	use	your	map	in	both	The	Nether	and	The	End	–	kind	of.		If	
you	already	used	the	map	in	the	Overworld,	then	using	it	in	another	realm	
won’t	do	you	much	good	because	it	won’t	reveal	anything	in	the	new	
realm	(although	it	will	show	you	your	position	on	the	map)	
5)	In	the	PC	version,	you	can	view	your	map	WITHOUT	blocking	your	
view	of	the	world	if	you	press	the	F1	key	
6)		Most	importantly,	if	you	lose	your	map,	can	you	craft	a	new	one.	
Here	is	the	recipe:	8	paper	+	compass	



		
	
	
References:	
1.	More	on	Maps:		
http://www.minecraftmaps.com/	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Map	
http://www.minecraftdl.com/category/minecraft-maps/	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Know	How	to	Read	a	Real	Map)	
Unless	you	plan	to	live	in	a	cave	all	your	life,	odds	are	that	you	are	going	
to	need	to	find	your	way	a	time	or	two.	In	today’s	high	tech	world,	you	
have	lots	of	option	to	make	it	easy	to	get	from	Point	A	to	Point	B	--	GPS,	
Google	Maps,	MapQuest,	etc.	Heck,	you	don’t	even	have	to	type	your	
information	in	anymore,	since	many	apps	now	let	you	simply	speak	and	
go.	That	wasn’t	the	case	when	I	was	younger.			
	
All	this	technology	is	nice,	but	what	would	happen	if	you	were	without	
your	mobile	device	and	you	didn’t	bother	to	print	out	any	directions?	
How	would	you	find	your	way?	Do	you	know	how	to	read	a	real	map	--	by	
that	I	mean	a	printed	map	you	can	hold	in	your	hands?		
	
Believe	it	or	not,	real	maps	do	still	exist	--	it’s	shocking,	I	know,	but	it’s	the	
truth.		In	fact,	if	you	look,	you’ll	find	maps	available	that	focus	on	a	wide	
variety	of	topics	--	from	atlases	which	cover	the	world,	to	state	road	maps,	



to	local	areas	of	interest,	and	more	--	maps	can	provide	you	with	some	
great	information.		
	
And	I	still	believe	there	is	value	in	knowing	how	to	look	at	a	map	and	find	
your	direction.	God	forbid	that	something	goes	wrong	with	the	technology	
we	all	rely	on	(battery	gone,	screen	failure,	electromagnetic	pulse	attack,	
etc)	--	any	of	these	issues	could	force	you	to	have	to	use	a	real	map.	Could	
you	do	it?	
	
Take	some	time	and	look	at	some	real	maps	sometime.	I’ll	bet	you’ll	find	
something	interesting.	Meanwhile,	by	understanding	how	to	use	a	printed	
map,	you’ll	be	giving	yourself	a	skill	that	is	not	only	valuable,	but	could	
just	save	your	life	in	an	emergency.		



	 	
Day	14:	Up	is	Down,	Left	is	Right	
	
The	next	day	saw	me	get	into	more	trouble	–	this	time	I’d	just	fallen	off	a	
very	high	cliff	inside	a	cave,	but	luckily	I	didn’t	die	because	I	landed	in	a	pool	
of	water.	
	
“Well,	thank	God	it	wasn’t	lava,	right	son?”	I	joked	to	Jax.	“OK,	so	what	should		
I	do	now?”	
	
“Let	me	see	your	inventory.”	Jax	replied.	“Well,	you	don’t	have	any	ladders	–	
that’s	bad.	But	you	do	have	an	iron	pickaxe,	a	bit	of	food,	a	few	torches,	and	
over	50	blocks	of	cobblestone.	That’s	good.”	
	
“Yeah	but	I	can’t	see	anything.”	I	complained.			
	
“You	know	what	that	means?”	Jax	laughed	ominously.		
	
Squirming	in	my	chair,	I	replied,	“I	can	pretty	much	take	my	pick	of	which	
mob	is	about	to	show	up	soon,	huh?”		
	
Can	YOU	help	me?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?		
A.	Jump	back	in	the	water	and	see	where	the	current	takes	
you	
B.		Use	the	cobblestone	to	build	a	noob	tower	and	get	back	
up	to	the	cliff	you	fell	from	
C.	Accept	fate,	die,	and	respawn	

D.	Something	else	
	
Outside	of	answer	C,	you	can	definitely	make	a	case	for	any	other	choice	as	
being	a	viable	solution	to	this	problem.	But	what’s	interesting	about	this	
situation	is	the	advice	that	Jax	gave	me…	
	
“Dad,	don’t	panic.	After	all,	how	do	you	know	you’ve	got	a	problem	anyway?”	
	



“I	don’t	understand,	Jax.	Are	you	looking	at	my	screen?	I’m	at	the	bottom	of	
some	dark	hole,	don’t	have	a	way	to	get	back	up,	and	I’m	about	to	be	
attacked	by	mobs.	That	sure	looks	like	a	problem	to	me,	buddy!”	
	
Jax	wasn’t	phased.	“You	could	build	a	noob	tower	with	the	cobblestone	if	you	
wanna	get	back	up,	but	why	not	go	exploring?	You	have	good,	torches,	and	
supplies.	Who	knows,	Dad,	maybe	you’ll	find	some	diamonds	down	there!”	
	
“Did	you	just	say	Diamonds?”	I	smiled	–	suddenly	taking	a	whole	new	view	of	
my	situation.	“Well,	maybe	I	could	take	a	quick	peek…”	
	
Thus,	once	again	Jax	taught	me	a	valuable	lesson	about	Minecraft.	And	I	
quickly	realized	it	applied	to	real	life	too	–	consider	for	yourself:	too	often,	
when	life	throws	us	a	curveball,	we	assume	that	just	because	we’re	facing	an	
unexpected	challenge,	that	challenge	is	a	negative.	In	reality,	sometimes	what	
appears	to	be	a	problem	can	in	reality	provide	you	a	new	opportunity.	And	this	
applies	to	Minecraft	too.	The	key	to	success	in	both	life	and	Minecraft	is	
to	change	your	perspective	about	the	situation.		
	
So	I	fell	down	a	dark	cave.	The	good	news	is	that	I	didn’t	die.	Sure	I	could	
have	used	my	cobblestone	and	built	a	noob	tower	back	to	the	top	of	the	cliff	
like	Jax	reminded	me	--	and	this	was	probably	the	safest	thing	to	do	if	I	
wanted	to	ensure	I	wouldn’t	die.	But	Jax	was	right	–	why	not	take	a	moment	
to	explore	a	bit	--	place	a	torch	and	see	where	I	landed?	Who	knows,	maybe	I	
just	found	the	entrance	to	an	abandoned	mineshaft?	Perhaps	there	was	a	
chest	right	next	to	me	–	there	for	the	taking?	Or	maybe,	just	maybe	I	would	
be	able	to	see	some	gold	or	diamond	ore	in	the	cave	walls	once	I	lit	them	up?	
The	fact	is	I	would	have	never	known	if	I	didn’t	try!	And	the	same	goes	for	
YOU	--	you	can’t	try	unless	you	change	your	perspective	and	see	this	
potential	problem	as	a	possible	opportunity.	Give	it	a	try	next	time	and	
let	us	know	what	happens.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Take	a	Cruise	--	You	can	build	water	canals	and	travel	along	
them	in	a	boat	and	get	to	places	much	faster	than	you	could	by	walking.		



	
Just	control	the	direction	of	the	water	with	signs,	pressure	plates,	or	blocks.			
	
Did	you	know?	There’s	more	than	one	way	to	skin	a	cat...or	ride	a	pig…	
Jax’s	Tip:	You	don’t	always	need	a	carrot	on	a	stick	to	ride	a	pig.	You	
can	also	put	a	pig	in	a	Minecart	and	so	long	as	the	pig	has	a	saddle	you	
can	ride	it.	Best	of	all,	the	pig	will	power	the	Minecart!			
BONUS:	here’s	a	YouTube	video	we	made	for	you:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHDjnNB2T7M	
	

	
	
If	you	are	lost	in	the	middle	of	nowhere	while	it’s	dark	outside,	and	you	have	
no	map	and	no	hope	of	finding	your	way	to	safety	before	the	mobs	surround	
you,	and	especially	if	you	have	no	armor	or	weapons	to	help	you	fight,	then	
you	surely	need…	
Jax’s	Tip:	If	all	else	fails,	HIDE!	Surround	yourself	with	blocks	
(cobblestone,	dirt,	whatever)	and	just	wait	till	morning.	The	blocks	will	
protect	you	from	mobs	–	you’ll	hear	them	outside	but	they	won’t	be	able	to	
get	you.		



	
		
Dad’s	Life	Scenario	(The	Value	of	Perspective)	
There	is	an	ancient	legend	from	India	about	a	farmer	that	illustrates	the	
power	of	having	the	right	perspective.	It	seems	this	farm	had	only	one	horse	
to	plow	his	field.	One	day	the	horse	ran	away	and	his	neighbors	said,	“That’s	
terrible.”	The	farmer	replied,	“Maybe”	and	he	goes	on	a	hike	to	find	his	
horse.	The	next	day	he	comes	back	with	two	horses	and	his	neighbors	say,	
“That’s	wonderful.”	To	which	the	farmer	replies,	“Maybe.”	The	next	day	the	
farmer’s	son	breaks	his	leg	trying	to	tame	the	two	horses.	The	neighbors	
comment,	“how	horrible.”	To	which	the	farmer	says,	“Maybe.”	The	next	day	
the	army	comes	to	the	town	and	takes	all	the	young	man	into	the	service	-	
expect	the	farmer’s	injured	son.	The	neighbors	comment,	“how	lucky.”	And	
the	farmer	replies,	“Maybe.”	And	the	story	goes	on	and	on.		
	
The	point	is	that	there	is	more	than	one	way	to	look	at	things	in	your	
life.	What	might	seem	bad	luck	could	actually	turn	out	to	be	helpful	to	
you	--	depending	on	how	you	look	at	it.	If	you	are	facing	a	tough	challenge,	
it	doesn’t	have	to	be	an	impossible	one	-	if	you	change	your	perspective,	you	
might	find	that	the	challenge	is	only	temporary,	or	better	yet,	maybe	there	is	
a	way	to	turn	that	challenge	into	a	strength.		
	
	 	



	
Day	15:	Always	Look	‘Em	In	the	Eyes?	
	
Day	15	in	the	Minecraft	world	and	yet	another	new	lesson.	One	of	the	
powerful	pieces	of	wisdom	that	Minecraft	teaches	you	is	that	your	resources	
are	NOT	unlimited.	Unless	you	are	playing	in	Creative	Mode,	you	discover	
immediately	as	you	start	the	game	that	you	can’t	just	‘buy’	whatever	you	
want.	Everything	has	a	price...and	a	value.	It’s	therefore	up	to	you	to	learn	
what	is	the	best	way	to	spend	your	hard-earned	inventory.		
	
As	we	discussed	in	a	prior	lesson,	you	could	clothe	yourself	in	a	fabulous	set	
of	golden	armor	-	but	that	would	cost	you	a	pretty	penny	to	do:	both	in	
terms	of	the	time	required	to	discover,	mine,	and	smelt	the	gold	ore,	and	
then	also	the	opportunity	cost	associated	with	not	using	that	gold	for	
something	more	useful.	This	is	important	to	understand,	because	while	you	
have	a	lot	of	options	with	which	to	use	all	the	ore	you	collect,	not	every	
usage	is	worth	your	while.		
	
Let’s	take	another	quiz	--	this	one	about	armor	--	specifically,	which	type	of	
armor	would	offer	you	the	best	protection	for	the	money...	

	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Chase	around	a	bunch	of	cows	in	order	to	acquire	
enough	armor	for	a	set	of	leather	armor?	
B.	Mine	enough	iron	ore	to	smelt	iron	bars	sufficient	for	a	
set	of	iron	armor	
C.	Mine	enough	gold	ore	to	smelt	gold	bar	sufficient	for	a	

set	of	golden	armor	
D.	Mine	enough	diamond	ore	to	craft	a	set	of	diamond	armor	
E.	Mix	and	match	your	supplies	to	get	a	full	set	of	various	armor	
	



As	always,	I	believe	you	can	make	a	case	for	any	of	these	options	-	although	
in	my	opinion	some	choices	are	better	than	others.	Regarding	choice	A,	
while	chasing	cows	doesn’t	require	you	to	use	anything	more	than	your	
hands	at	the	most	basic	level,	it	will	take	a	long	time	to	find	enough	cows	to	
give	you	the	amount	of	leather	you	need	for	a	full	set	of	leather	armor.	

	
Now	you	could	make	the	argument	that	you’ll	also	be	collecting	food	(raw	
beef)	from	the	cows,	but	the	fact	is	that	from	a	protection	standpoint,	leather	
armor	pretty	much	sucks	–	according	to	Minecraft	Gamepedia	it	only	
provides	you	with	7.0	protection	points	(3.5	armor	spots)	which	equates	to	
only	a	28%	reduction	in	damage	done	against	you	-	hardly	worth	your	time.	
Jax	would	tell	you	that	you’d	be	better	of	saving	that	leather	to	make	books	
with	later	--	since	the	books	could	be	used	to	build	an	enchantment	table	and	
that	would	serve	you	much	better	in	the	run.		
	
As	for	choice	B	-	I	would	personally	vote	this	one	the	best.	The	reason	is	
because	it’s	incredibly	easy	to	find	and	mine	iron	ore	--	it’s	readily	available	
the	uppermost	regions	of	most	caves	and	it	only	takes	a	stone	pickaxe	to	
break	it.	Iron	armor	may	be	cheap	but	it	offers	you	good	protection.	And	if	
you	later	try…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Enchant	iron	armor	and	you	can	move	the	protection	all	the	
way	up	to	a	60%	damage	reduction	(15	protection	points	aka	7.5	
armor	spots)	–	second	only	to	diamond	armor	but	at	a	much	lower	
opportunity	cost.	Consider	this	--	you	could	get	multiple	sets	of	enchanted	
iron	armor	for	the	cost	of	diamond	armor.		



	
As	for	choice	C	--	golden	armor	looks	awesome…	

		
However	it	does	NOT	offer	you	the	best	protection	(protection	level	for	a	full	
set	is	only	11.0	aka	5.5	armor	spots	which	equals	44%	damage	reduction).	
Add	to	this	the	fact	that	it	takes	quite	a	long	time	to	find	enough	gold	ore	to	
make	a	full	set.	And	then	when	you	consider	that	you	would	probably	be	
better	off	using	the	gold	ore	to	make	other	items	with	it	(for	example	a	
golden	pickaxe	to	destroy	a	mob	spawner),	and	it’s	easy	to	see	why	golden	
armor	is	really	more	of	a	fashion	statement	than	anything	else.	
	
Finally,	let’s	move	to	choice	d--	you	can’t	deny	that	diamond	armor	is	the	
best	protection	--	offering	you	10	armor	spots	(aka	20.0	protection	which	
equates	to	an	80%	damage	reduction).	



		
However	the	time	required	to	mine	all	those	diamonds	is	the	most	extreme	
of	any	of	these	options.	Now,	don’t	get	me	wrong,	if	you	find	a	giant	honey-
hole	of	diamond,	or	you	latch	on	to	a	villager	whose	offering	you	plenty	of	
diamonds	in	trade,	or	you	acquire	some	in	a	PvP	game,	or	you	find	a	stash	
any	other	way	and	you’re	suddenly	swimming	in	diamonds,	then	by	all	
means	craft	a	beautiful	set	of	diamond	armor.	You’ll	be	happy	with	the	
protection.	However,	I	would	personally	use	Jax’s	TIP:	make	a	bunch	of	
other	more	useful	items	with	my	diamonds	than	armor	--	swords,	
pickaxes,	etc,	etc	are	all	more	valuable	ways	to	use	your	diamonds	than	
armor	--	especially	when	you	consider	what	we	said	above:	iron	armor	
(especially	enchanted	iron	armor)	would	cost	you	a	lot	less	in	terms	of	time	
and	resources	and	provide	you	just	as	much	protection.		
	
So	you	see,	while	the	right	armor	can	save	your	life	--	it’s	important	to	
understand	that	just	because	it	costs	more,	it’s	not	necessarily	better.	Learn	
this	at	an	early	age	and	you’ll	be	a	rich	man.		
	
Meanwhile,	one	more	tip	that	kind	of	relates	to	this	chapter	since	I’ll	be	
talking	about	it	in	the	Life	Lesson	below	(but	I’ll	be	telling	you	to	do	the	
opposite	in	real	live	vs.	what	I’m	about	to	tell	you	now…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Don’t	look	an	Enderman	in	the	eyes	–	or	spiders	either.		



		
So	long	as	you	don’t	look	at	an	Enderman	in	the	eyes,	they	will	stay	away	
from	you,	but	once	you	look	at	them,	they	will	attack.	As	for	spiders,	if	it’s	
daylight	and	you	don’t	look	at	them,	they	will	avoid	you,	but	if	it’s	dark	or	you	
are	underground,	all	bets	are	off	–	they	will	find	you	and	attack	–	they’ll	even	
detect	you	behind	walls.	Yikes!	
	
References:	
1.	Armor:	http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Armor	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Dress	for	Success)	
They	say	‘the	clothes	make	the	man.’	Perhaps	this	is	true,	perhaps	not.	To	be	
honest	with	you	I	don’t	believe	this	to	be	true.	Instead	I	think	the	clothes	
make	the	man	better.	If	you	are	not	a	very	good	person	then	all	the	best	
clothes	in	the	world	won’t	help	you.	That	said,	if	you	are	a	good	person,	the	
right	clothes	will	do	you	a	world	of	good.	
	
You’re	going	for	your	first	job	interview	--	it’s	at	a	grocery	store.	You	know	
the	employees	that	work	they	don’t	have	to	dress	up	nice	for	work,	therefore	
you	decide	to	simply	dress	like	them	(polo	shirt	and	khaki	pants)	for	the	



interview.	Not	smart,	my	friend	--	whenever	you	go	to	an	interview,	you	
need	to	dress	at	least	one	level	above	how	the	workers	dress	if	you	want	
to	stand	out	from	the	crowd.	In	this	case,	you	should	at	the	very	least	wear	a	
button-down	shirt	and	a	tie	--	although	I	would	suggest	a	dress	coat	or	
perhaps	a	full-on	suit.	The	fact	is	that	the	job	market	in	this	day	and	age	is	
tough	--	you	have	to	find	a	way	to	separate	yourself.	Dressing	for	success	
says	a	lot	about	you	--	including	the	fact	that	you	care	enough	about	yourself	
and	the	job	opportunity	to	take	the	time	to	look	nice.		
	
Same	goes	for	your	dates	--	at	least	the	first	couple	ones.	Don’t	show	up	in	
ripped	jeans	and	a	crummy	t-shirt	if	you	are	going	to	pick	up	a	date	at	her	
house	--	especially	if	you	meet	her	parents.	Now	you	don’t	necessarily	need	
to	wear	a	suit	--	although	if	you	did	the	father	would	probably	love	you	for	it	
--	but	you	should	take	the	time	to	look	nice.	Be	well	groomed.	Wear	nice	
clothes.	Take	some	pride	in	your	appearance	and	show	your	date	that	you	
respect	yourself	and	her.	Trust	me,	it	will	not	go	unnoticed	and	you	will	be	
rewarded	for	your	efforts.		
	
The	next	time	you	are	out,	start	to	notice	how	people	are	dressed.	I’ll	bet	you	
find	that	the	better-dressed	people	carry	themselves	in	such	a	way	that	it	
commands	your	respect.	By	the	same	token,	I’ll	venture	to	say	that	if	you	see	
people	dressed	in	dumpy	ways,	you	probably	won’t	give	them	a	second	look.	
Now	whether	this	is	right	or	wrong	is	beside	the	point.	The	fact	is	that	if	you	
dress	nicely,	you’ll	be	setting	yourself	up	for	success.	Try	it	and	let	me	know	
how	it	works.		
	
Meanwhile,	let	me	give	you	another	tip	that	applies	here	(and	is	the	reverse	
of	the	tip	in	the	last	chapter)	–	when	you	are	talking	with	someone	
important,	be	sure	that	you	DO	look	them	in	the	eyes.	People	won’t	
respect	you	if	you	are	poorly	dressed,	mumble,	and/or	don’t	look	at	them	
when	you	talk	to	them.	Looking	at	people	in	the	eyes	when	you	talk	shows	
that	you	have	confidence	in	yourself	and	that	you	are	likely	being	honest	
with	them.	It	also	communicates	to	that	person	that	you	respect	and	value	
them	enough	to	look	at	them.	Seriously,	I	know	it’s	sometimes	hard,	
especially	if	you	are	shy,	but	please	remember	this	lesson	–	if	you	are	going	
for	a	job,	trying	to	ask	someone	out	on	a	date,	or	whatever,	always	look	them	
right	in	the	eye.	Trust	me	on	this	and	you’ll	be	Mr.	or	Mrs.	Cool	in	no	time	at	
all.		



	
Day	16:	Shiny	Happy	People	
	
I	learned	pretty	quickly	in	Minecraft	that	diamonds	are	not	just	a	girl’s	best	
friend,	they	are	everybody’s!	So	as	I	played	with	Jax	on	Day	16	I	had	one	
thing	in	mind	(again)…	
I	want	diamonds!	
Give	me	diamonds!		
Something	like	this…	

	
Yeah,	I	wish!	
	
Why	is	it	so	hard	to	find	some	freakin’	diamonds?	
	
Are	you	an	expert	at	finding	diamonds	or	do	you	have	trouble	like	me?	Most	
people	have	a	lot	of	difficulty	finding	diamonds	and	as	a	result	they	waste	a	
lot	of	time	searching	for	them.	But	that	doesn’t	have	to	be	you.	The	fact	is	
that	in	most	seeds,	you	should	be	able	to	find	diamonds	in	about	20	minutes	
or	less	--	if	you	know	how	and	where	to	look.	
	
Not	all	miners	are	created	equal.	Or	to	put	it	another	way,	not	all	mining	
techniques	are	all	that	smart.	So	let	me	ask	you	a	question,	CAN	YOU	PLEASE	
TELL	ME	HOW	TO	FIND	SOME	DIAMONDS?!?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Dig	down	to	the	bedrock,	then	trace	your	way	back	up	to	
levels	11	and	12,	and	start	branch	mining	
B.	Find	a	cave	and	follow	the	natural	shafts	down	as	far	as	
you	can	because	you	know	diamonds	are	near	the	bedrock	



C.	Find	an	abandoned	mineshaft	and	search	for	a	chest	
D.	Something	else	
	
Before	we	discuss	the	answers,	let	me	ask	you,	did	you	know…	
Jax’s	Tip:	According	to	Minecraft	Gamepedia,	Diamonds	are	most	
prevalent	between	levels	5	through	12	(from	the	bottom).	It’s	true,	this	
is	the	location	where	most	diamonds	form	according	to	multiple	resources.	
Check	out	this	chart	from	Minecraft	Gamepedia:	

	
	
As	for	the	WWYD	answers,	as	always	you	could	make	a	case	for	any	of	these.	
Jax	taught	me	to	use	option	A	and	it	works	pretty	well	–	it	gets	me	diamonds	
pretty	fast	(and	tons	of	other	ore	too).	And	it’s	safe	to	use	this	method	
because	you	don’t	have	to	worry	so	much	about	lava.	The	only	problem	for	
me	at	first	was	--	how	do	you	find	level	12	(especially	if	you	are	not	playing	
on	a	PC?		
	
Jax	Tip:	To	locate	any	level,	just	dig	down	to	the	bedrock	(the	black	
blocks)	and	once	you	can’t	dig	any	further	count	the	block	levels	back	
up	to	find	the	one	you	want	to	be	on.	To	save	time,	know	that	the	top	layer	
of	the	bedrock	is	probably	Level	5	(since	bedrock	is	levels	1-5)	so	you	can	
probably	stop	at	5	and	count	back	from	there.	Here	is	a	picture	so	you	can	



see	what	you	are	looking	for	–	notice	the	out	of	place	blocks	on	the	floor,	that	
is	bedrock…	

	
	
The	reason	I	prefer	to	stay	on	level	11	and	12	is	because…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Lava	pools	form	mostly	on	levels	10	and	under	--	so	if	you	stay	
above	level	10,	you’ll	find	quite	a	few	diamonds	without	the	risk	of	getting	
burnt	to	a	crisp.	That’s	a	good	trade	in	my	book.	Here’s	a	chart	from	
Minecraft	Master	RoosterDragon	about	where	you’ll	most	likely	see	
lava…(all	that	orange	is	LAVA!)	

	
	
Option	B	is	also	good,	and	you	will	find	diamonds	if	you	get	down	near	the	
bedrock	and	start	mining.	But	there	again	you	run	the	risk	of	bubbling	up	
some	lava	if	you	are	not	careful.	In	addition,	it	will	take	longer	to	use	this	
method	vs.	option	A	in	most	cases.	Same	goes	for	Option	C,	you	can	
sometimes	find	diamonds	if	you	find	a	chest	in	an	abandoned	mineshaft	-	but	



not	always	--	in	addition,	you’ll	unearth	plenty	of	mobs	using	this	route	so	
have	fun!		
	
Do	you	do	something	else?	If	so	let	us	know.		
	
Whatever	your	preference,	the	point	of	this	lesson	is	that	if	you	use	your	time	
wisely	(whether	it	be	finding	diamonds,	setting	up	a	farm,	building	your	
stronghold,	etc.),	then	you’ll	be	able	to	accomplish	more	in	the	game	in	a	
shorter	period	of	time	--	and	I’ll	bet	if	you	do	more	in	a	shorter	time	period,	
you’ll	be	much	happier.		
	
References:	
1.	How	to	find	diamonds	quickly:	
http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-find-diamonds-and-iron-in-
minecraft/	
http://www.wikihow.com/Find-and-Mine-Diamonds-Fast-on-Minecraft	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Diamonds	
	
2.	Diamond	Distribution	Chart:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Diamond_Ore/id		
	
3.	For	more	on	Minecraft	Master	RoosterDragon:		
http://www.minecraftforum.net/members/RoosterDragon		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Use	Your	Time	Wisely)	
Do	you	know	how	to	spend	your	time	wisely?	When	you	get	overwhelmed	
with	a	lot	of	things	to	do	(be	it	for	school,	work,	or	anything	else),	do	you	
know	how	to	decide	what	to	do	first?	Do	you	understand	the	importance	of	
prioritizing	your	to-do	list	so	that	you	can	accomplish	what’s	most	
important	in	the	long	run?	
	
I’d	like	to	recommend	a	book	to	you	-	it’s	called	“The	Time	Trap”	by	Pat	
Nickerson.	This	is	a	book	I	read	nearly	20	years	ago	and	it	changed	the	way	I	
manage	my	time	in	a	big	way.	By	using	the	techniques	in	this	book,	I	was	
able	to	better	understand	how	to	decide	the	best	way	to	tackle	my	daily	to-
do’s	AND	to	ensure	that	I	was	not	letting	all	the	‘little	fires”	that	always	seem	
to	crop	up	every	day	sidetrack	me	from	my	long-term	goals.		



	
Obviously	I	can’t	share	everything	in	the	book	with	you	in	this	little	space,	
but	I	do	want	to	share	one	tip	that	I	constantly	use	when	looking	at	my	to	do	
list.	Let’s	say	it’s	Friday	and	you	have	the	following	items	on	your	weekend	
to-do	list:		
1.	Clean	your	room	by	Sunday	night	
2.	Study	for	History	Exam	on	Monday	
3.	Go	to	baseball	practice	today	at	5pm	
4.	Watch	the	latest	episode	of	Tosh.o	
5.	Walk	the	dog	today	
	
How	do	you	decide	what	to	do	and	when?	Do	all	of	these	tasks	have	to	be	
done	immediately?	Are	all	of	these	tasks	equal	in	terms	of	importance?		
	
I	like	to	use	a	technique	from	the	book	which	assigns	a	number	value	to	each	
task	in	terms	of	it’s	long-term	“Importance”	(I)	to	your	life	--	the	most	
important	is	given	a	1,	the	next	most	a	2,	and	so	on.	Then	do	the	same	in	a	
separate	column	for	the	task’s	“Urgency”	(U)	-	most	urgent	is	a	1,	next	most	
is	a	2,	and	so	on.	Then	you	simply	add	up	the	numbers	and	take	a	look	at	the	
results.	Let’s	try	it	in	our	example:	
	
Task	 I	 U	 Total	
Clean	 4	 4	 8	
History	Test	 1	 3	 4	
Baseball	 2	 1	 3	
Tosh.O	 5	 5	 10	
Dog	 3	 2	 5	
	 	
A	couple	notes	on	my	scales.	While	the	new	episode	of	Tosh.0	might	come	
out	today,	I	assume	you’ll	have	a	DVR	and	thus	can	watch	is	anytime	-	
therefore	it’s	not	urgent,	and	compared	with	the	other	items	on	this	list,	not	
important	either	(although	it	IS	funny!).	Baseball	practice	today	and	walking	
the	dog	today	must	be	done	today,	therefore	they	are	the	most	urgent	tasks.	
The	rest	I	assume	you	can	figure	out.	So,	using	our	totals,	we	can	thus	
prioritize	our	tasks	as	follows:		
1.	Go	to	baseball	practice	first.	
2.	Come	home	and	study	a	bit	for	your	history	exam.		
3.	Walk	the	dog.		



4.	After	that,	as	the	weekend	unfolds	you	can	study	more	for	your	history	
exam,	then	clean	your	room.	
5.	And	finally	reward	yourself	by	watching	Tosh.		
	
Obviously	this	is	only	a	guide.	If	you	don’t	agree	with	the	totals,	you	can	
adjust	the	order	of	the	tasks	as	you	see	fit.	But	the	point	is	that	by	using	a	
technique	like	this	you’ll	be	giving	yourself	some	help	when	it	comes	to	
figuring	out	how	to	spend	your	time	so	you	get	the	most	out	of	it.		
	
Think	about	it	in	reverse	-	what	if	you	didn’t	use	a	tool	like	this	and	instead	
just	did	the	tasks	as	they	were	told	to	you?	First	off,	you’d	hopefully	go	to	
baseball	practice	at	4pm.	But	then	you’d	probably	come	back	and	watch	
Tosh,	and	likely	forget	to	walk	the	dog	until	it’s	too	late.	Then	your	mother	
would	get	on	your	case	because	you	didn’t	clean	your	room	yet	and	you’d	
likely	end	up	cramming	for	your	history	exam	at	the	last	minute.	The	result	
is	that	you’d	end	up	doing	your	most	important	task	last	and	probably	not	
doing	very	good	on	that	test.	Not	good.		
	
So	try	using	a	time	management	tool	like	this	and	see	how	it	goes.	We’d	love	
to	hear	from	you	and	know	if	this	helps	you.		
	 	
	
	
	 	



Day	17:	Fire	Drill!	
	
So	today	I	learned	that	Fire	is	dangerous	in	Minecraft.	
	
That	should	be	a	no-brainer	right?	Fire,	if	left	unchecked	can	destroy	your	
house,	food,	and	you	too	–	and	that’s	what	happened	to	me.	
	
So	if	you	want	to	do	a	better	job	than	me	and	you	want	to	protect	yourself	
and	you	precious	possessions	from	the	perils	of	fire,	then	you	need	to	know	
a	few	ways	to	put	it	out.		

	
Do	you	know	how	to	put	out	a	fire?	I	assume	you’re	going	to	say	‘throw	a	
bucket	of	water	on	it.’	And	yes,	you	certainly	could	do	that	--	IF	you	happen	
to	have	a	bucket	of	water	in	your	inventory.	But	what	if	you	don’t	have	a	
bucket	or	what	if	you	have	a	bucket	but	no	water?	Then	what	do	you	do?	
	
If	you’re	playing	Lego	Marvel	Superhero’s	you	could	use	Iceman	to	put	it	out,	
but	unfortunately	I	don’t	know	of	a	Minecraft	mod	that	allows	you	to	import	
an	Iceman.	So,	how	do	you	put	out	a	fire	in	Minecraft	without	water?	

	
What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Mine	the	block	where	the	fire	is	
B.	Let	the	fire	burn	out	on	its	own	
C.	Cover	the	fire	with	other	blocks	
D.	Do	something	else	

	 	
So	what’s	your	preference?	As	always,	any	of	these	answers	could	work	-	but	
the	question	is	what	will	be	best	for	you	in	your	situation?	If	you	say	“B”	



then	you	better	hope	and	pray	that	the	wind	is	blowing	away	from	your	
home,	otherwise	it	will	soon	be	burnt	to	a	crisp	as	you	watch	it	go	up	in	
flames.	If	you	say	A,	that	could	work,	but	just	be	sure	a	flame	doesn’t	throw	
off	a	spark	that	catches	YOU	on	fire	too.	Jax	taught	me	to	use	answer	C	–	
when	it	comes	to	putting	out	a	fire,	because…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Throw	a	block	on	the	fire	--	this	works	quickly	and	safely	--	
just	be	sure	that	it’s	not	a	wooden	block!		
	
Do	you	do	something	else?	If	so,	let	us	know.	
	
Meanwhile,	here’s	another	quick	tip	--	if	you	are	building	a	wooden	
structure	and	you	want	to	keep	it	‘fireproof’	then	use…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Build	out	of	stacked	wooden	slabs	instead	of	regular	wood.		

	
Why?	Well	because	stacked	wooden	slabs	are	indeed	fireproof.	Regular	
wood?	Ah,	not	so	much.		
	
Want	to	practice	more	fire	safety?	How	about	using…	
Jax’s	Tip:	7	Alternatives	to	Torches	for	light.	Try	any	of	these	and	save	
your	torches	for	other	uses…	
1.	Use	Netherrack	and	light	it	with	flint	and	steel	

	
2.	Light	up	your	house	with	Glowstone	



	
3.	Build	a	Lava	Lamp	

	
4.	Build	a	Fireplace	and	keep	it	lit	



	
5.	Use	Jack-O-Lanterns	(especially	around	Halloween!)	

	
6.	Use	Redstone	circuits	in	combo	with	a	lever	or	button	to	make	a	system	
of	lights.		
7.	And	don’t	forget	that	mushrooms	glow	too!	

	
	
Wait,	what	about	fireworks?	They	light	up	the	sky	right?	Well,	that’s	true	
so	good	thinking,	dude.	Hey,	do	you	know	the	crafting	recipe	for	fireworks?	



	
	
Actually	this	is	only	one	example	so	consider	this	tip.		
Jax’s	Tip:	If	you	want	to	make	a	firework	rocket,	you	need	a	minimum	
of	1	paper	+	1	gunpowder,	but	if	you	add	1-3	firework	star(s)	and	up	to	
3	gunpowder	you	can	make	multiple	fireworks	go	off	at	once!		
	
Did	you	know?	
There	are	currently	over	20,000	TRILLION	different	firework	rocket	
combinations?		
	
And	speaking	of	fire	safety,	how	could	we	forget	to	mention	TNT?	Did	you	
know	that	TNT	has	many	uses	besides	just	randomly	blowing	up	things	for	
fun.	Jax	loves	playing	with	TNT	–	thankfully	ONLY	in	Minecraft	and	not	in	
real	life!	
Jax’s	Tip:	4	Explosive	TNT	Tips…	

	
1.	To	ensure	TNT	doesn’t	blow	you	up	too,	stay	far	away	and	shoot	the	TNT	
block	with	a	flame-enchanted	arrow.		
2.	You	can	activate	TNT	with	Redstone	so	long	as	the	Redstone	leads	
directly	to	the	TNT	or	to	a	power	source	on	a	block	next	to	it.	
3.	Have	fun	by	making	a	TNT	trap	–	there’s	way	too	many	here	for	me	to	list	
but	the	easiest	one	a	‘TNT	Land	Mine”	like	this…	



	
Just	connect	your	hidden	TNT	with	a	pressure	plate	or	a	Redstone	tripwire	
and	wait	for	your	enemies	to	go	BOOM!	Check	out	this	YouTube	video	from	
Rooster	Teeth:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cCIreJfD_A		
4.	Make	a	TNT	Cannon.	

		
This	one’s	a	bit	too	complicated	for	me	to	lay	out	for	you	here	but	if	you	
search	online	you’ll	find	plenty	of	methods.	I	just	wanted	to	give	you	the	
idea!	Here’s	a	quick	YouTube	vid	from	Capp00	on	the	topic:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTGsxf2SlLg		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Know	What	to	do	in	the	Event	of	a	Fire)	
There’s	a	reason	that	you	were	told	as	a	kid	“children	shouldn’t	play	with	
fire”	-	fire	is	no	joke.	It	can	kill	you.	And	even	if	the	flames	don’t	get	you,	the	
smoke	will	--	in	fact,	did	you	know	that	more	people	die	from	smoke	
inhalation	than	from	fire?	Look	it	up	and	see	for	yourself.	
	
If	there	was	a	fire	in	your	house,	what	would	you	do?	Do	you	know	
MULTIPLE	ways	to	get	out	of	your	house?	That’s	kind	of	important	because	



if	the	door	to	your	room	has	fire	behind	it,	then	you	need	to	find	another	
way	out.	If	your	room	is	on	an	upper	floor,	how	do	you	plan	to	get	out	the	
window?	Do	you	have	a	rope	ladder	or	other	means	of	escape?	
What	about	the	rest	of	your	family?	Do	you	have	a	family	emergency	plan?	
Is	there	a	baby	in	the	house?	Who’s	going	to	ensure	they	are	rescued?	
Pets?	Valuables?	Who	is	responsible	for	these?	When	the	fire	comes,	it’s	too	
late	to	plan.	You	need	to	KNOW	what	you’re	going	to	do	NOW.		
Do	yourself	a	favor	and	make	a	plan	with	your	family.	Practice	it	at	least	
once	a	year.	If	you	do	this,	you’ll	be	much	safer	in	the	event	of	a	fire.	And	
that’s	what’s	important.		
	 	
	 	



Day	18:	Creepers	Gonna	Creep		
	
I	was	having	a	great	time	in	a	cave,	uncovering	lots	of	ore	and	new	tunnels.	
This	time	I’d	been	so	careful	to	keep	a	good	watch	ahead	for	mobs	and	I	was	
diligently	listening	for	any	signs	of	unwelcome	visitors.	Everything	was	great	
until...BAM!	A	creeper	exploded	right	behind	me.	What	gives?	

	
The	fact	is	I	just	learned	something	new	--		in	Minecraft	creepers	are	silent	
assassins.	Since	you	don’t	have	eyes	in	the	back	of	your	head,	if	you	are	not	
continually	watching	behind	yourself	or	using	a	view	that	allows	you	to	see	
behind	you,	then	you’re	in	danger	of	having	one	of	these	little	green	guys	
sneak	up	on	you	and	blow	you	to	smithereens.	It’s	not	fun.			
	
So,	can	you	tell	me	how	to	better	protect	myself	against	creepers?	
	 	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Build	a	moat	around	my	base	
B.	Make	friends	with	a	bunch	of	ocelots	
C.	Build	a	wall	around	the	perimeter	of	my	base	camp	
D.	Do	something	else	
	

The	fact	is	that	any	of	these	ideas	(and	a	lot	more)	MIGHT	offer	you	and	I	
protection	against	creepers.	But	Jax	taught	me	a	few	more…	
Jax’s	Tip:	10	Ideas	about	How	to	Creeper-proof	your	house	–	what	you	
need	to	know…	
1.	If	you	go	option	A,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	use	a	waterless	moat	3	blocks	deep	
since	creepers	can	swim.		



2.	Jax	prefers	option	B	since	I	find	it	the	most	fun	-	get	a	bunch	of	fish	and	
tame	some	ocelots	so	they	turn	into	cats	and	then	surround	your	base	with	
them.	Did	you	know	creepers	are	afraid	of	cats?		

	
It’s	true.	Try	it.	
3.	As	for	C	-	make	sure	your	wall	is	at	least	3	blocks	high	so	the	creeper	
can’t	jump	it	and	make	sure	it’s	far	enough	away	so	that	the	creeper	
wont	be	close	enough	to	you	to	trigger	an	explosion.		 	
What’s	your	preference?		
Meanwhile	ere	are	a	few	other	strategies	that	are	popular	on	the	internet	-	
some	are	easier	to	than	others…		
4.	TORCHES	-	put	them	everywhere	outside	to	reduce	the	chance	that	a	
creeper	can	spawn	
5.	WATCH	-	having	plenty	of	windows	in	your	house	so	you	can	look	around	
for	creepers	before	you	exit.		
6.	RUN	-	whenever	you	exit	your	house,	RUN	away	fast	so	that	if	a	creeper	
was	hiding	nearby	it	won’t	have	time	to	explode	on	you	and	destroy	your	
base.	
7.	OBSIDIAN	-	did	you	know	creepers	can’t	blow	up	obsidian	blocks?	Use	
them	for	your	building	materials	(if	you	can	harvest	enough).		
8.	SHOOT	-	become	an	expert	with	the	bow	by	practicing	on	some	creeper	
targets.	(This	practice	will	pay	off	later	when	you	battle	the	Ender	Dragon!)	
9.	FIRE	-	build	a	moat	and	fill	it	with	lava	-	that	should	be	fun	for	the	
creepers	to	swim	in...not!	



	
10.	TRIPWIRES	-	set	up	some	intricate	systems	of	tripwires	and	TNT	for	the	
creepers	to	get	a	taste	of	their	own	medicine.		
	
And	before	we	finish	this	section,	let	me	give	you	one	more	piece	of	advice...		
Jax’s	Tip:	Don’t	Mine	at	Night.		
I	know	this	one	is	rather	cliché	now	but	it’s	actually	am	important	lesson	–	
especially	for	the	noobs	(like	Jackson’s	Dad).	After	all	the	reason	clichés	are	
clichés	is	because	they	are	often	true!	So	if	you	are	tempted	to	leave	your	
home	during	the	night	because	you	don’t	have	a	bed	and	don’t	want	to	wait	
till	morning,	don’t	do	it.	Remember,	the	mobs	come	out	at	night	and	they	are	
looking	specifically	for	you!	Unless	you	have	a	solid	set	of	iron	armor	or	better	
and	multiple	swords	(or	a	bow	with	lots	of	arrows)	you	have	no	business	
going	out	to	mine	at	night.	You’re	better	off	waiting	till	daylight	and	leaving	
your	house	when	it’s	safe.		
	
References:	
1.All	about	Creeper	Defense:	
http://gaming.stackexchange.com/questions/56083/how-can-i-protect-my-
buildings-against-creepers	
http://www.minecraftforum.net/forums/minecraft-discussion/survival-
mode/211573-creeper-defense	
	
2.	My	Favorite	Minecraft	songs:	
Don’t	Mine	at	Night:		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_XGxzMrq04		
And	Then	the	Freakin’	Creeper	Came:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiKOf4jNbm8		



	
	
Dad’s	LIFE	LESSON	(Stranger	Danger)	
It	may	be	fun	to	make	fun	of	creepers	in	the	game,	but	in	real	life	it’s	no	joke.	
There’s	a	real	problem	called	‘Stranger	Danger’	and	it’s	something	you	need	
to	pay	attention	to.	Unfortunately	the	fact	is	that	not	everybody	in	this	world	
wants	to	be	your	friend	and	worse	yet	sometimes	these	real	life	creeps	want	
to	do	some	terrible	things	to	you.	You	need	to	be	able	to	recognize	who	is	a	
friend	and	who	is	a	potential	foe	--	and	it’s	always	better	to	be	safe	than	
sorry	so	I	recommend	you	err	on	the	side	of	caution.	
	
The	National	Crime	Prevention	Council	(NCPC)	has	some	great	tips	to	share	
on	this	issue.	PLEASE	take	this	seriously	and	take	the	time	to	read	these	tips	
and	share	them	with	your	friends	-	it	could	save	your	life	or	theirs.	Here	are	
some	of	the	key	takeaways:	
1.	A	stranger	is	anyone	that	your	family	doesn’t	know	well.	People	don’t	
have	to	LOOK	scary	to	be	scary	-	if	you	don’t	know	them,	be	cautious.	
This	is	not	to	say	that	you	can’t	trust	anybody	you	don’t	know.	Some	people	
can	be	‘safe	strangers’	-	police	officers,	fire	fighters,	teachers,	and	other	
adults	which	your	parents	point	out	as	safe	are	good	people	to	ask	for	help	if	
you	need	it.		
2.	The	key	to	protecting	your	safety	in	real	life	is	actually	quite	similar	to	
dealing	with	creepers	in	Minecraft	-	know	your	surroundings.	Pay	attention	to	
where	you	are	at	and	what’s	happening	around	you.	If	something	doesn’t	
‘feel’	right,	it	probably	isn’t.	If	someone	asks	you	to	do	something	you	
know	isn’t	right	or	seems	weird,	it’s	probably	an	indication	that	something	is	
wrong	and	you	need	to	get	away	from	that	person.		In	that	case,	a	good	
strategy	to	remember	is	something	which	NCPC	calls	“No,	Go,	Yell,	Tell”.		
Here’s	how	it	works	--		“if	in	a	dangerous	situations,	you	should	say	NO,	
run	away	(GO),	YELL	as	loud	as	you	can,	and	then	TELL	a	trusted	adult	
what	happened	right	away.”		
	
	This	isn’t	something	just	for	little	kids	-	it’s	an	important	lesson	for	people	
of	all	ages.	Anyone	of	any	age	can	find	themselves	in	an	uncomfortable	
situation.	It’s	important	to	know	what	to	do	ahead	of	time	so	that	if	you	are	
ever	faced	with	this	type	of	encounter	you	can	be	confident	and	get	away	as	
fast	as	you	can.		As	I	said,	it’s	better	to	be	safe	than	sorry.		



Day	19:	But	It’s	So	Comfortable	Here	
	
They	say	that	a	man’s	home	is	his	castle	-	that’s	never	more	true	than	in	
Minecraft.	You	can	make	some	amazing	creations	and	call	it	your	home.	You	
are	totally	in	control	-	that’s	pretty	cool,	huh?	

	
But	what	about	actually	doing	some	mining?	After	all,	isn’t	that	what	
Minecraft	is	all	about?		
	
Sho’nuf,	you	say,	but	mining	is	dangerous	-	I	have	to	leave	my	house	and	go	
find	a	cave,	and	that	means	creepers	gonna	creep	on	me,	right?	And	didn’t	
you	just	say	to	not	take	unnecessary	risks	when	it	comes	to	stranger	danger?	
So	what	gives,	Mike?	
	
Well,	first	off,	I’m	glad	to	know	that	you	are	paying	attention	to	what	you	
read.	And	second,	you	are	right,	venturing	out	to	find	a	cave	will	most	likely	
put	you	in	harms	way.	That	being	said,	if	you’ve	already	got	a	full	set	of	
armor	and	some	nice	weaponry,	then	get	your	butt	out	of	the	house	and	
explore	the	world	because	it	sounds	like	you’ve	prepared	well	and	are	ready	
for	some	adventure.	But,	if	you	don’t	have	much	in	the	way	of	armor,	
weapons,	or	other	inventory,	then	perhaps	leaving	home	is	not	such	a	good	
idea.		
	
Oh,	if	only	there	was	a	way	to	do	your	mining	and	still	live	a	home.	Wait,	is	
there?	Can	you	help	me	here?	
	



What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Open	up	a	mineshaft	inside	your	house?		
B.	Find	the	nearest	cave	and	put	up	a	signing	saying	
“Johnny’s	New	Digs”	
C.	Forget	about	mining	and	just	keep	building	a	killer	
house	

D.	Something	else	
	
Hey,	if	you	can	pull	off	option	B	and	not	get	killed,	more	power	to	you.	But	
you’re	gonna	need	some	serious	supplies	to	just	starting	mining	in	any	old	
cave	without	knowing	what’s	inside.	As	for	answer	C,	if	making	a	mac-daddy	
house	is	your	goal,	then	be	my	guest,	friend	-	send	us	a	pic	of	the	new	pad	so	
we	can	check	it	out,	too.	Personally	I	am	a	fan	of	answer	A	because	Jax	uses	it	
all	the	time	--	who	said	you	have	to	leave	home	to	mine?	Especially	at	the	
start	of	the	game,	we	love	to	use…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Use	your	house	as	your	first	mining	operation	-	equip	yourself	
with	a	few	stone	pickaxes	and	some	torches	and	starting	digging	from	
INSIDE	your	house	–	just	be	sure	to	close	your	doors	and	ensure	your	house	
is	completely	secure	on	the	surface	before	you	go	down	the	mineshaft	so	all	
the	night	time	mobs	can’t	bother	you.		

	
	
In	addition,	don’t	forget…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Light	up	the	INSIDE	of	your	base	or	anywhere	you	don’t	want	
mobs	to	spawn.	
Remember,	just	because	you	close	the	doors	to	your	house	doesn’t	mean	
mobs	won’t	spawn	inside	it	–	if	it’s	dark,	they’ll	spawn	soon	enough	and	that	
means	they	could	end	up	sneaking	up	on	your	from	behind.	So	long	as	you	
remember	these	two	tips,	you	can	safely	mine	from	inside	your	house	and	



you’ll	be	up	to	your	ears	in	some	great	ore	in	no	time	at	all	--	and	so	long	as	
you	don’t	go	crazy	and	lose	your	way,	you’ll	always	have	an	exit	back	to	
safety	if	it	gets	too	hairy	down	in	the	cave	you	created.	Indeed,	answer	A	
always	works	for	me.	Do	you	do	this	or	something	else?	If	you	are	a	D-
person,	let’s	hear	what	you	do.		
	
References:	
1.	Check	out	these	amazing	castle	vids:		
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=minecraft+castles		
	
	
Dad’s	LIFE	LESSON	(Stay	Home	as	Long	as	You	Can)	
When	I	was	growing	up	I	couldn’t	wait	to	get	out	of	the	house	and	start	
living	on	my	own.	Which	is	really	odd	because	I	had	a	great	childhood,	lived	
in	a	house	full	of	love,	pretty	much	got	everything	I	really	wanted,	and	didn’t	
really	have	a	care	in	the	world	when	I	lived	at	home.	But	in	my	generation	(a	
child	of	the	1970’s	and	80’s),	the	thing	to	do	was	to	leave	home	as	soon	as	
possible	and	get	out	there.	As	a	result,	I	went	away	to	college	at	18	and	really	
never	lived	at	home	after	that.		
	
Looking	back	now,	I	know	I	made	a	mistake	leaving	home	so	early.	I	just	
assumed	I	had	to	because	that’s	what	all	my	friends	were	doing	and	that’s	
what	I	assumed	the	world	expected	of	me.	But	in	all	honesty	I	wasn’t	ready	
to	leave	home	-	I	was	too	immature.	Sure	you	can	say	that	going	away	to	
college	helped	me	to	grow	up,	and	while	that	is	true,	I	can	also	tell	you	that	I	
didn’t	get	everything	out	of	the	college	experience	that	I	should	have	
because	I	wasn’t	really	ready	for	it	from	an	emotional	maturity	standpoint.	
This	isn’t	to	say	that	I	got	into	trouble	or	did	anything	wrong	-	as	a	matter	of	
fact	I	graduated	at	the	top	of	my	class.	It’s	just	that	socially	I	wasn’t	ready	for	
the	experience	of	living	away	from	home	so	soon	and	thus	I	didn’t	maximize	
the	value	of	my	experience.		
	
For	example,	I	didn’t	know	how	to	manage	money.	I	didn’t	know	how	to	
manage	my	time.	I	took	too	much	for	granted	--	schoolwork	was	easy	for	me	
so	while	I	got	excellent	grades	I	didn’t	really	pay	attention	and	learn	as	much	
as	I	could	have.	I	also	didn’t	use	the	college	environment	to	make	useful	
networks,	lifelong	friends,	or	build	anything	of	substance.	I	chose	my	college	
because	US	News	&	World	Report	rated	it	as	one	of	the	top	business	schools	



in	the	late	1980’s	and	I	thought	I	wanted	to	be	a	stock	broker	-	but	in	my	first	
semester	of	business	classes	I	discovered	that	accounting	and	economics	
were	a	little	more	difficult	than	I	expected	and	I	doubted	my	ability	to	make	
it	on	Wall	Street	so	I	quickly	changed	to	what	for	me	was	much	easier	--	
Marketing.	Why?	Well	because	my	friends	at	the	time	told	me	that	‘so	long	as	
you	sound	like	you	know	what	you’re	talking	about,	anybody	can	be	a	
successful	Marketing	major.’	That	sounded	good	to	me	and	so	that’s	what	I	
did.	As	if	that	wasn’t	immature	enough,	despite	graduating	with	the	top	GPA	
of	my	marketing	class	and	getting	multiple	job	offers	with	actual	big	time	
marketing	firms,	I	turned	them	all	down	and	decided	to	move	to	Florida	
instead	--	where	nobody	ever	heard	of	my	fabulous	business	school	or	cared	
about	my	GPA.	Not	cool,	huh?	
	
And	to	top	it	all	off,	despite	having	a	partial	scholarship	for	tuition,	by	the	
time	I	graduated	from	my	expensive	private	school	I	had	no	job	and	nearly	
$30k	in	debt	-	which	back	in	1993	was	still	a	lot	of	money	to	owe!	Strike	two.		
	
As	I	told	you	before,	I	also	didn’t	appreciate	all	that	my	family	environment	
offered	me.	I	believe	now	that	I	would	have	been	better	off	living	at	home	
and	going	to	a	local	college.	Or	even	working	for	a	year	or	two	after	high	
school	and	then	going	to	college.		
	
Who	says	you	have	to	leave	home	immediately	after	high	school?	Who	
says	you	have	to	go	away	to	college	to	grow	up?	For	that	matter,	who	
says	you	have	to	go	to	college	at	all?	I’m	here	to	tell	you	it’s	simply	true.	
There	is	no	one	right	path	you	need	to	follow.	Sure	if	you	want	to	go	away	to	
college	in	order	to	have	the	most	fun	and	not	be	bothered	by	your	parents,	
then	by	all	means	be	my	guest.	But	are	you	really	setting	yourself	up	for	
success?		
	
I	say	take	some	time	after	high	school	and	get	to	know	yourself.	
Backpack	across	Europe	in	a	budget.	Go	on	a	mission	trip	and	do	some	
service.	Get	a	job	or	internship	somewhere	that	interests	you.	Grow	up	a	bit	
and	then	decide	what	you	want	to	do.	Still	want	to	go	to	that	expensive	
college?	Just	be	sure	you	have	a	good	plan	as	to	how	you’re	gonna	pay	back	
all	that	debt.	If	I	had	to	do	it	over	again	I’d	stay	at	home,	go	to	the	local	
community	college	for	the	first	couple	years	and	then	transfer	my	credits	to	
a	local	big	name	state	college	for	my	major	and	graduation.	You’ll	get	the	



best	of	all	worlds	that	way	-	you’ll	save	so	much	money	by	living	at	home	
and	you’ll	still	get	an	alma	mater	that	means	something	in	the	world	-	one	
which	you	can	use	for	networking	and	career	growth.		
	
Not	to	mention	the	fact	that	by	living	at	home	you’ll	continue	to	be	a	part	of	
the	lives	of	your	family.	As	I	mentioned	before,	don’t	take	your	family	for	
granted.	They	will	not	be	there	forever	--	especially	your	grandparents	and	
extended	family.	There	is	strength	in	a	strong	supportive	family.	If	you	have	
that,	please	don’t	waste	it.	Stay	home	as	long	as	you	can	and	you’ll	thank	me	
for	it	later.		
	 	
	
	 	



Day	20:	2+2	=	5?	
	
Day	20	playing	Minecraft	with	Jax	and	I	didn’t	like	the	lesson	from	this	day	–	
since	it	involved	Math!	
	
Math	sucks,	it’s	hard,	there’s	only	one	right	answer	so	you	can’t	make	things	
up	and	BS	your	way	through	the	class,	and	don’t	even	get	me	started	on	this	
farce	they	call	the	‘common	core’	math	-	what	tortured	soul	came	up	with	
that?	Math	-	who	needs	it?	
	
YOU	do,	my	friend.	And	if	you	are	smart	you’ll	learn	early	on	the	importance	
of	becoming	a	math	wizard.	Let	me	ask	you	a	few	questions	to	demonstrate	
the	point.	
	
First	off,	let’s	say	you’re	building	a	massive	mine	shaft	and	you	want	to	be	
able	to	get	back	and	forth	to/from	the	surface	as	fast	as	possible	as	you	
acquire	your	loot…	

	 	
What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Build	a	staircase	
B.	Build	a	giant	ladder	
C.	Build	a	water	elevator	
D.	Do	something	else	

	 	
To	be	honest	with	you	the	possibilities	for	this	really	are	endless	-	limited	
only	by	your	creativity	and	resources.	Besides	these	ideas	we’ve	seen	people	
use	mine	carts,	TNT,	portals,	pistons,	slime	(seriously!),	and	tons	of	other	
ideas	to	get	back	and	forth	from	mines,	but	for	the	purposes	of	our	
discussion	let’s	stick	with	some	simplified	ones	to	illustrate	the	point.	As	for	
answer	A	remember…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Don’t	assume	you	have	to	build	a	WOODEN	staircase	-	stairs	
take	a	lot	of	wood	and	there’s	probably	a	lot	better	use	of	your	wood	
than	stairs	-	if	you	go	this	route,	build	a	cobblestone	staircase,	after	all	when	
you	are	mining	you’re	quickly	overloaded	with	cobblestone,	right?		



	
But	just	keep	in	mind	that	it	takes	6	planks	or	blocks	to	make	4	stairs.	Plus	
stairs	take	up	a	LOT	Of	space	-	even	if	you	build	a	winding	staircase	it’s	not	
the	most	efficient	way	to	get	up	and	down	in	my	opinion.		
	
Option	B	works	well	-	after	all,	one	of	the	most	basic	laws	of	math	is	that	‘the	
shortest	distance	between	two	points	is	a	straight	line’	and	in	our	scenario	
that	straight	line	is	a	ladder.	Better	yet,	remember…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Ladders	are	actually	less	costly	(comparing	wood	to	wood)	
than	stairs.	

	
Consider	the	following:	18	wood	planks	would	get	your	12	stairs,	while	18	
wood	planks	would	get	you	36	sticks	which	then	equal	about	15	ladders.	
That’s	3	more	blocks	up	and	in	my	book	that’s	better.	Plus	ladders	don’t	take	
up	nearly	as	much	space	as	stairs.		
	
As	for	water	elevations…	



	
That’s	certainly	an	option.	And	also	note	that	the	elevator	doesn’t	have	to	be	
made	just	from	water;	there	are	a	wide	variety	of	other	elevators	you	can	
use	-	involving	pistons,	slime,	mine	carts,	and	more.	These	are	fun	to	build	
but	they	can	take	up	a	lot	of	resources	and	some	variations	are	actually	not	
that	fast	up	and	down.	Math	would	tell	us	that	most	elevators	do	not	provide	
the	most	bang	for	the	buck	-	but	then	again	if	you’ve	never	built	an	elevator	
before,	you	really	should	try	it	because	they	are	cool.		
	
But	maybe	you	are	fan	of	option	D?	If	so,	let	us	know	what	you’d	do.		
	
How	about	another	question	for	you	-	let’s	say	you	are	in	the	market	for	
dyed	wool.		

	



Why	do	you	want	dyed	wool?	Perhaps	you	want	to	carpet	your	house.	Or	
maybe	you	want	to	get	the	Xbox	or	PlayStation	achievement	for	collecting	all	
16	colors	of	wool.	Or	maybe	you	just	like	the	way	wool	feels	on	your	Steve’s	
skin.	Whatever	floats	your	boat.		
	
The	point	here	is	that	if	you	want	wool,	how	do	you	get	a	lot	of	it?	Sure	you	
can	go	around	killing	a	bunch	of	sheep,	but	that’s	going	to	take	a	lot	of	time	
and	won’t	endear	you	to	the	sheep-lovers	community.	Use	some	shears,	you	
say?	Yup,	that	works,	but	again,	you	still	have	to	wait	a	bit.	Instead,	why	not	
use	your	amazing	math	skills	to	be	more	efficient	and	get	dyed	wool	as	fast	
as	possible…	
	

What	Would	Steve	Do		
A.	Dye	the	sheep	before	you	shear	them	
B.	Build	a	sheep	farm	
C.	Cheat	with	Creative	mode	and	spawn	a	bunch	there	
D.	Something	else	

	
I’m	not	gonna	comment	on	option	C	-	it	certainly	works	and	you	could	argue	
that	it	would	save	you	the	most	time	and	from	a	math	perspective	that	is	
legit,	but	I’ll	leave	that	route	to	you.	As	for	answer	A,	did	you	know…	
Jax’s	Tip:	You	can	get	up	to	FOUR	dyed	wool	for	the	price	of	one	if	you	
dye	the	sheep	BEFORE	you	shear	it	-	now	that’s	math	in	action!	Here’s	a	
video	on	the	subject	with	some	GREEN	sheep	(including	some	baby	sheep	
that	are	fluorescent	Lime!):	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR2_FoKa2G0	
	

	



As	for	option	B	-	build	a	nice	sheep	farm	and	dye	them	before	you	shear	
them	and	you’ll	be	swimming	in	dyed	wool	before	you	know	it.	Then	you	can	
trade	some	of	that	wool	for	emeralds	(more	math)	and	not	only	will	you	
have	a	bunch	of	happy	sheep,	but	you’ll	be	rich	too.	Is	answer	D	your	choice?	
If	so,	let	us	know	what	you	do	instead.		
	
Hey,	before	we	leave	this	lesson,	let	me	give	you	one	more	math	nugget…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Understand	how	distance	works	in	The	Nether	–	for	each	
block	you	walk	over	in	The	Nether,	you’re	actually	travelling	over	8	
blocks	in	the	Overworld	(3	for	Xbox	and	PlayStation).	So,	if	you	want	to	
move	quickly	from	one	side	of	the	world	to	the	other,	make	two	portals	for	
The	Nether	between	the	spots	you	want	to	get	back	and	forth	from,	then	use	
that	for	your	warp	speed	travel	plans!	
	
References:	
1.	The	Ladders	vs.	Stairs	Discussion:	
http://gaming.stackexchange.com/questions/23260/what-is-the-fastest-
way-to-move-upward	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Ladder	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Stairs		
http://www.minecraftforum.net/forums/minecraft-
discussion/discussion/120130-stairs-or-ladder	
	
2.	Nether	travel:	
http://minecraft.wikia.com/wiki/The_Nether		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Become	a	Math	Wizard)	
OK,	so	I	railed	on	math	in	the	opening	and	no	matter	what	you	say	you’ll	
never	convince	me	that	common	core	math	is	better	than	regular	math,	but	
that	said,	I	do	need	to	tell	you	that	math	really	is	a	vital	skill	you	should	
acquire	early	on.	I	know,	I	know,	a	lot	of	what	you	learn	in	school	you	
probably	don’t	think	you’ll	use	later	on	in	life	(although	in	reality	you’ll	end	
up	using	more	than	you	think	-	but	that’s	a	different	lesson),	but	math	IS	
something	you	will	use	-	every	day.	And	I	can	honestly	tell	you	that	the	more	
math	you	learn,	the	better	off	you	will	be.		
	



Why?	Well,	let’s	think	of	a	few	professions	that	might	appeal	to	you.	Want	to	
be	a	stockbroker	--	ah,	news	flash,	you’ll	need	to	know	math	for	that.	Be	a	
video	game	designer	or	build	a	new	internet	platform	-	you’ll	need	to	know	
computer	programming	and	that	involves	math	too.	Drive	racecars	-	speed	
equals	distance	divided	time	(more	math!).	Be	a	chef	-	you	gotta	pay	for	
supplies,	employees,	and	a	whole	lot	more	and	that	means	math,	my	friend.	
Heck,	even	if	you	just	want	to	be	a	beatnik	artist,	you’ll	still	need	to	know	
some	math	to	sell	your	wares.		
	
Trust	me,	whatever	you	want	to	be,	math	will	be	involved	in	some	way,	
shape,	or	form,	and	the	sooner	you	understand	that,	the	more	options	you	
will	have	in	life.		
	
I	know	math	is	hard	for	most	people	but	it’s	so	important	that	it’s	worth	
taking	the	time	to	learn.	If	you	need	help,	consider	getting	a	tutor.	Learn	as	
much	math	as	you	can	and	stick	with	it	and	you’ll	be	grateful	you	did	in	the	
end.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Day	21:	Climb	Every	Mountain	
	
Today	I	was	feeling	good	and	once	again	I	learned	something	new:	what’s	
great	about	Minecraft	is	that	the	future	is	up	to	you.	There	are	no	specific	
objectives	you	are	forced	to	do	just	to	place	the	game	--	there’s	no	‘free	play’	
you	have	to	unlock,	no	characters	you	have	to	buy,	etc.	--	you	just	turn	on	the	
game	and	play.	At	the	same	time,	there	are	also	no	directions	that	the	game	
provides	--	you	kind	of	have	to	figure	things	out	on	your	own,	look	online	for	
tips,	or	perhaps	even	read	books	like	this	one.	What	I	love	about	this	is	that	
you	are	totally	in	control	of	figuring	out	how	to	solve	problems.	And	there	is	
always	more	than	one	way	to	solve	a	problem.	That’s	an	incredibly	
valuable	life	lesson.		
	
For	example,	here’s	what	happened	to	me	today	–	I	wasn’t	paying	attention	
when	I	jumped	into	a	pool	of	water	and	suddenly	the	current	swept	me	away	
UNDERGROUND!	All	of	a	sudden	I	found	myself	trapped	underwater	with	
blocks	overhead	and	I	was	not	sure	I	could	get	to	the	surface	in	time	before	
my	air	bubbles	ran	out.	Can	YOU	help	me?	

	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Just	give	up,	drown,	and	respawn	
B.	Light	a	torch	and	see	what’s	up?	
C.	Swim	up	and	find	the	blocks	overhead	and	start	digging.	
D.	Do	something	else	
	

Like	I	always	say,	you	can	make	a	case	that	any	one	of	these	would	work	–	
depending	on	your	goals	at	the	time.	As	for	Option	A	–	not	much	needs	to	be	



said	there.	Option	C	might	work,	but	it	all	depends	on	how	quickly	you	make	
up	your	mind	to	act	and	how	lucky	you	get	in	finding	the	blocks	and	being	
able	to	dig	your	way	out	before	your	air	bubbles	give	out.	Do	you	do	Option	
D?	If	so,	let	us	know	what	it	is.	
	
Luckily	Jax	was	playing	with	me	and	he	recommended	I	try	Option	B.	Why?	
Well	because	of	that	second	tip	from	the	Introduction	--	if	you	are	under	
water	and	light	a	torch,	the	torch	will	go	out,	BUT	a	pocket	of	air	will	be	
created	to	keep	you	alive!	That	little	pocket	of	air	won’t	last	forever	but	you	
can	keep	lighting	torches	and	creating	pockets	of	air	indefinitely	–	that	will	
give	you	time	to	not	only	SEE	your	surroundings	better	but	also	to	make	a	
plan	of	escape.	
	
Option	B	is	an	example	of	thinking	outside	the	box.	I’m	sure	you’ve	heard	
that	phrase	before,	right?		I’ll	discuss	it	more	in	the	Life	Lesson	section	
below,	but	for	now	just	know	that	there	is	more	than	one	way	to	solve	a	
problem	and	often	the	best	ways	are	the	ones	that	most	people	don’t	think	of	
because	they	didn’t	challenge	themselves	to	find	a	new	way	of	doing	things.	
They	were	afraid	to	try	something	different	and	instead	just	gave	up.	Don’t	
let	that	be	you.	When	you	are	faced	with	a	challenge,	use	your	mind	and	try	
to	come	up	with	a	different	way	of	doing	something.	Let	your	creativity	take	
over	and	try	out	different	ideas	–	even	if	they	are	totally	crazy.	For	example	
who	would	ever	think	of	lighting	a	torch	under	water?	Surely	that	can’t	
work,	right?	Ah,	actually	it	can	and	it	did!		
	
Would	you	like	to	know	some	more	‘out	of	the	box’	ideas	for	Minecraft?	Do	
you	remember	how	we	talked	about	why	ladders	are	better	than	stairs	in	
the	last	chapter?	Another	reason	I	love	ladders	is	because		
you	can	combine	your	UP	ladder	with	a	host	of	other	DOWN	options	-	for	
example	nobody	said	you	have	to	go	DOWN	the	ladder,	right?	Sure	most	
people	would	but	if	you	think	outside	the	box	you’ll	ask	yourself,	“what’s	the	
fastest	way	to	get	to	the	bottom	of	this	ladder?”	And	the	answer	is	NOT	
climbing	down,	but	instead	JUMPING	OFF	THE	CLIFF.	But	surely	if	you	jump	
off	and	fall	all	that	way	then	you	will	die,	right?	Not	if	you	use…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Instead	of	using	the	ladder	to	go	down	slowly	and	risk	falling	
off,	just	build	a	3x3x3	hole	filled	with	water	at	the	bottom	and	JUMP	
OFF	THE	CLIFF	when	you	want	to	go	down!	What	could	be	faster?	To	get	
technical	about	it,	the	depth	of	water	you’ll	need	at	the	bottom	should	be	



based	on	the	formula	1	block	deep	per	19	blocks	of	altitude	(aka	how	high	
you	jump	from).	In	our	example,	with	a	3deep	hole	of	water,	you	could	jump	
from	57	blocks	above	–	that	should	be	plenty	for	more	situations).		
Jax’s	Tip:	Enchant	your	boots	with	the	Feather	Falling	and	don’t	worry	
about	fall	damage!	(learn	more	about	enchantments	in	chapter	24)	
	 	
Do	you	destroy	every	mob	spawner	you	find?	That’s	what	most	people	do,	
but	those	who	think	outside	the	box	do	not	destroy	it,	instead	they	use	it	to	
harvest	valuable	resources.	How?	By	using…	
Jax’s	Tip:	When	you	find	a	mob	spawner,	turn	it	into	a	MOB	CRUSHER	
(aka	Mob	Grinder)	and	get	rich	off	the	drops!		

	
The	Mob	Crusher/Grinder	is	part	of	what	many	call	a	Mob	Farm	–	which	is	
simply	a	place	that	allows	mobs	to	spawn	and	then	has	some	mechanism	for	
killing	them	so	that	you	can	get	their	dropped	items.	The	actual	construction	
of	a	Mob	Farm	and	its	associated	Mob	Crusher	goes	beyond	my	ability	to	
explain	to	you	in	this	small	space	but	I	encourage	you	to	look	online	and	
learn	more.	Regardless	of	how	you	build	it,	all	Mob	Farms	share	a	few	things	
in	common	–	you	have	to	give	the	mobs	a	place	to	spawn	in	the	dark,	you	
have	to	have	a	way	to	transport	the	mobs	to	a	place	where	you	can	collect	
the	drops	from,	you	have	to	have	a	way	to	kill	them	(either	automatically	
with	your	Mob	Grinder)	or	yourself	(FYI	you	an	get	a	ton	of	experience	
points	this	way!),	and	then	of	course	you	have	to	take	the	time	to	collect	all	
the	dropped	items.	Some	of	the	best	ideas	we’ve	seen	for	Mob	Grinders	
involve	lava	traps,	piston	smashers,	spider	grinders,	and	sunlight	death	



chambers,	but	that’s	just	touching	the	surface	of	what’s	possible.	Have	you	
ever	designed	a	mob	farm?	If	so,	let	us	know	what	you	did.		
	
Meanwhile,	I	have	one	more	tip	for	you	in	this	chapter.	It’s	really	a	tip	
related	to	The	End,	but	it’s	so	unique	that	I	just	had	to	put	in	in	this	chapter.	
(Don’t	worry,	if	you	want	more	tips	about	The	End,	they’re	coming	
soon…oddly	enough	near	the	end	of	this	book!).	As	for	The	End,	one	of	the	
most	difficult	tasks	in	Minecraft	is	locating	the	hidden	entrance	to	The	End	–	
would	you	like	an	easy	way	to	find	it?		
Jax’s	Tip:	To	locate	cavern	that	houses	the	portal	to	The	End,	dig	a	hole	
at	least	three	blocks	deep	and	place	a	Glowstone	two	blocks	above	you.	
Now	throw	one	of	your	ender	pearls	at	the	Glowstone.	The	result?	You	
can	see	every	cave	that	your	world	has	–	including	the	one	that	has	The	
End	portal.	Pretty	cool,	huh?	Note:	this	only	works	on	the	console	edition.		
Don’t	believe	that	it	works?	See	for	yourself	in	this	YouTube	Video:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wJwumipvgs	
	
Meanwhile	I	just	couldn’t	help	myself	--	how	about	one	more	tip?	You	won’t	
complain	will	you?		
	
Speaking	of	The	End,	do	you	know	how	to	craft	an	Ender	Chest?	

	
	
Remember	I	said	how	do	you	CRAFT	this	item	–	I	know	there	are	other	ways	
to	obtain	an	Ender	Chest	(try	mining	with	a	pickaxe	enchanted	with	the	Silk	
Touch	sometime).	Meanwhile,	what’s	the	use	of	an	Ender	Chest	anyway?		



	
Jax’s	Tip:	Ender	chests	are	NOT	like	other	chest	–	the	benefit	of	using	an	
Ender	Chest	is	that	if	you	set	up	multiple	Ender	Chests	around	your	
world,	they	will	all	share	the	same	inventory!	That’s	very	useful	if	you	
have	precious	items	that	you	want	to	be	able	to	access	anywhere	you	go.	
(You	can’t	do	that	with	a	regular	chest).		
	
OK,	I’ll	stop.	Let’s	put	a	bow	on	this	chapter	and	move	on…	
	
References:	
1.	All	about	Mob	Grinders:	
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=minecraft+mob+grinder+
with+spawner		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson	(Think	Outside	the	Box)	
Often	when	we	are	faced	with	a	problem,	standard,	easy	to	think	of	solutions	
just	don’t	work.	At	this	point	many	people	just	give	up	and	say	‘it	can’t	be	
done.’	But	there	are	some	people	who	resolve	to	not	give	up	–	these	are	the	
dreamers	and	creators	of	our	world.	These	are	the	people	who	find	new	
ways	of	doing	things.	And	they	do	it	by	not	only	looking	at	their	problems	as	
opportunities	but	also	by	thinking	outside	the	box	of	normal	problem	
solving	–	they	remove	the	restrictions	of	the	rest	of	the	world	and	create	a	
new	path	to	success.		
	
One	of	the	best	examples	I	can	give	you	is	a	very	popular	test	called	“The	9	
Dots	Puzzle”	–	I	remember	doing	it	back	when	I	was	a	kid.	Interesting	
enough	I’m	proud	to	say	that	I	did	solve	it	way	back	when	without	help	–	I	
was	always	one	to	‘stretch	the	rules’	a	bit	and	the	solution	to	this	puzzle	
definitely	requires	that	technique.	So,	let’s	see	how	you	do.	Take	a	look	at	
this	picture	and	tell	me	if	you	can	link	all	9	dots	using	four	straight	lines	



or	less	without	lifting	your	pen	and	without	tracing	the	same	line	more	
than	once?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
For	years	the	classic	solution	was	this	(and	this	is	the	solution	I	came	up	
with	as	well)…	

	
	
Now	this	solution	is	certainly	out	of	the	box	thinking	because	it	involves	
going	beyond	the	normal	restrictions	of	‘staying	within	the	lines’	however	it	
actually	is	not	the	most	efficient	solution.	You	can	actually	solve	the	9	Dots	
Challenge	in	just	3	lines…	



	
	
The	key	to	being	able	to	see	this	solution	is	to	take	the	task	of	NOT	following	
directions	a	step	farther.	Let	me	explain	–	now	most	people	are	not	able	to	
solve	this	puzzle	at	all	because	they	won’t	allow	themselves	to	see	the	
possibility	of	drawing	their	lines	OUTSIDE	the	ASSUMED	restrictions	of	the	
box	itself,	and	most	of	those	that	do	solve	it	will	do	it	in	FOUR	lines	(because	
that’s	what	the	directions	say).	It’s	only	the	rare	few	who	understand	that	
just	because	it	says	you	can	use	4	lines	doesn’t	mean	you	have	to.		Those	are	
the	ones	that	solve	it	in	3	lines.	
	
But	wait,	there’s	more.	Can	you	figure	out	how	to	solve	this	puzzle	with	just	
ONE	line?	Although	I	can’t	draw	it	for	you	so	you’ll	have	to	use	your	
imagination.	Think	about	this	–	if	you	use	a	line	that	follows	the	curve	of	the	
earth	and	has	just	a	slight	tilt,	you	can	actually	connect	all	9	dots	eventually	
with	just	one	line	–	it’s	a	long,	long,	LONG	line,	but	it	would	work	and	nobody	
said	you	couldn’t	do	that,	right?		
	
So	the	next	time	you	are	faced	with	a	challenge,	try	to	think	outside	the	
box	when	you	solve	it,	perhaps	even	bend	the	rules	a	bit,	and	see	what	
happens	–	who	knows,	you	might	just	discover	the	cure	for	cancer	or	
something!



	
Day	22:	Where	Everybody	Knows	Your	Name	
	 	 	
By	day	22	I	felt	like	a	Minecraft	god	–	I’d	made	every	structure	I	ever	wanted	
to	in	Creative	mode,	I’d	conquered	The	Nether	many	times	over,	and	Jax	and	
I	had	even	defeated	the	Ender	Dragon	at	The	End.	But	now	I	was	bored.	
What’s	left	to	do?	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	For	even	more	fun	and	challenge	play	with	a	partner	at	home	
or	better	yet	play	online	and	meeting	new	friends.	Some	of	the	most	fun	
you	could	have	in	Minecraft	is	by	being	social	and	playing	with	other	people	
at	home	or	even	on	a	shared	server.	How	you	do	this	depends	on	the	version	
of	the	game	you	have.	If	you	are	playing	on	a	computer,	you’ll	most	likely	
need	to	set	up	a	shared	server	–	it’s	actually	not	as	hard	as	you	might	
think.	One	of	the	best	online	resources	I’ve	found	for	this	is	located	here:	
http://www.howtogeek.com/school/htg-guide-to-minecraft/lesson14/	
(Bonus	–	this	site	will	also	teach	you	how	to	change	your	skin	too	so	check	it	
out).	Or	better	yet	you	could	also	use	the	new	Minecraft	Realms	option	to	
play	on	a	Mojang	server	system.		

	
Note	that	Realms	requires	you	to	pay	a	subscription	fee	so	it	is	NOT	
free.		
	
Meanwhile,	if	you	are	playing	on	a	console	like	the	Xbox,	you	can	play	
multiplayer	at	home	by	simply	having	a	partner	join	in	with	you	as	player	
number	2,	but	you	can	also	play	online	with	friends	too.	On	the	Xbox,	at	



least	one	person	will	need	an	Xbox	Live	GOLD	account	to	be	the	host	
and	that	person	can	then	invite	others	(they	do	not	need	GOLD	accounts	to	
play,	only	the	host).	Here’s	a	great	resource	online	for	this	too:	
http://www.ebay.com/gds/How-to-Play-Multiplayer-Minecraft-on-Xbox-
360-/10000000178674550/g.html	
	
I	usually	prefer	to	play	with	others	in	a	co-op	setting,	however	there	are	
specific	servers	that	cater	to	more	of	a	PvP	crowd	–	aka	“player	vs.	player”	
where	instead	of	helping	each	other,	it’s	very	man	or	woman	for	themselves.	
Before	you	go	into	a	PvP	setting,	be	sure	that	you	know	the	rules	of	the	host	
server	you	are	playing	on	and	what’s	consider	fair	and	acceptable.	If	PvP	is	
your	thing,	get	ready	for	some	intense	action	–	and	always	watch	your	back.		
	
Meanwhile,	let	me	give	you	another	tip	–	especially	for	those	of	you	who	are	
new	to	the	online	Minecraft	world…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Beware	of	Griefers!		

	
These	are	people	who	join	online	games	and	purposefully	try	to	annoy	
others.	Griefing	can	take	many	forms,	including	people	trying	to	destroy	
your	creations,	spamming	you	with	tons	of	messages,	players	pretending	to	
be	other	players/animals/etc.,	malicious	sites	trying	to	get	your	login	info	
and/or	access	your	computer	in	order	to	hack	it,	filling	your	world	with	
unwanted	mobs/trees/fire/water/etc.,	and	the	list	goes	on	and	on.	If	you	
become	aware	of	a	griefer,	report	them	to	your	server	administrator	ASAP	
so	we	can	all	try	to	stop	this	problems	–	it’s	really	quite	a	serious	issue.		
	



Jax’s	Tip:	Whenever	you	play	online	if	you	are	going	to	be	using	one	of	
your	own	maps,	be	sure	to	SAVE	YOUR	MAP	before	the	other	person	
joins.	If	you	do	and	someone	destroys	your	creation,	steals	your	treasure,	or	
does	anything	you	don’t	like	then	you	can	return	everything	back	to	normal	
(i.e.	the	way	it	was	before	the	griefer	joined	in)	by	simply	exiting	without	
saving.	
	
References:	
1.	More	about	Minecraft	Realms:	https://minecraft.net/realms	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson		 (Be	Social)	
Before	we	get	into	the	main	point	of	this	lesson	I	want	to	return	to	the	issue	
of	Griefing	–	which	in	real	life	is	called	Bullying.		Basically	it’s	pretty	simple	
-	Don’t	be	a	Bully.	You	might	think	you’re	being	cool,	but	in	reality	you’re	
really	not.	I	hate	to	get	all	high	and	mighty	on	you,	but	seriously	people	who	
are	bullies	are	so	lame.	Usually	it’s	because	they	have	low	self-esteem	and	
are	upset	about	something	in	their	own	lives	so	they	try	to	knock	other	
people	down	to	their	level.	It	is	my	hope	that	if	you	apply	the	life	lessons	
I’m	sharing	with	you	in	this	book	that	you	won’t	have	as	many	things	in	
life	to	be	upset	about	because	you’re	too	busy	being	a	totally	awesome	
dude	(or	dudette!),	but	if	you	honestly	do	have	issues	in	your	life	that	are	
making	you	unhappy,	rather	than	being	a	bully	to	someone	else,	please	try	to	
get	some	help	from	a	trusted	friend	and	solve	your	problems	–	you’ll	live	a	
much	better	life	in	the	long	run.		
	
Another	quick	tip	that	is	important	is	this	–	choose	your	friends	wisely.	
There	is	an	old	saying	that	goes	something	like	this	“you	are	who	you	hang	
out	with.”	What	that	means	is	that	if	you	hang	out	with	a	bunch	of	potheads,	
that	what’s	you’ll	eventually	become	too.	If	you	hang	out	with	overachievers,	
jocks,	math	nuts,	etc.	it’s	all	the	same	–	you	become	what	your	friends	are.	
This	is	no	joke	and	it	seriously	does	work.	It’s	not	always	easy	and	it	takes	
effort	sometimes	to	get	in	with	a	new	crowd	(but	if	you	use	the	techniques	
below	it	will	be	easier).	The	bottom	line	is	if	you	want	to	put	yourself	on	a	
path	to	success	(that’s	however	YOU	define	success),	find	other	people	who	
have	what	you	want	–	if	you	want	to	be	a	good	student,	hang	out	with	other	
smart	kids.	If	you	want	to	get	on	the	baseball	team	–	join	that	crowd,	practice	
a	lot,	and	go	for	it.	It	really	doesn’t	matter	what	you	want	to	do,	the	point	



here	is	that	I	want	you	to	recognize	that	your	friends	are	probably	going	to	
be	the	biggest	influence	on	you	in	your	life	because	peer	pressure	is	hard	to	
fight.	Make	it	easy	on	yourself	and	put	yourself	in	a	situation	in	which	you	
won’t	have	to	fight	against	peer	pressure	telling	you	to	do	something	you	
don’t	want	to	do,	instead	find	a	group	of	people	who	will	be	encouraging	you	
with	a	positive	peer	pressure	to	accomplish	goals	that	are	important	to	you	
(because	they	will	also	be	important	to	them).	Does	that	make	sense?	
	
And	finally,	I	want	to	give	you	one	of	the	most	important	lessons	in	this	
whole	book	–	there’s	a	powerful	book	out	there	that	I	want	you	to	read,	it’s	
been	around	for	a	long	time	and	it’s	helped	tons	of	people	make	friends	
(myself	included).	It’s	called	“How	to	Win	Friends	and	Influence	People”	by	
Dale	Carnegie	–	a	boy	who	started	with	nothing	and	made	himself	into	a	
grand	success	because	he	did	something	he	loved	(which	happened	to	be	
helping	other	make	friends	easier).	The	book	is	filled	with	lots	of	great	
wisdom	and	even	though	it	was	written	primarily	to	help	sales	people	make	
more	sales,	the	lessons	of	the	book	apply	to	everybody	at	any	age.	Here	is	
just	a	brief	example	of	some	of	Mr.	Carnegie’s	wisdom…	
	
Six	Ways	to	Make	People	Like	You	
1.	Become	genuinely	interested	in	other	people.	
2.	Smile.	
3.	Remember	that	a	person's	name	is,	to	that	person,	the	sweetest	and	most	
important	sound	in	any	language.	
4.	Be	a	good	listener.	Encourage	others	to	talk	about	themselves.	
5.	Talk	in	terms	of	the	other	person's	interest.	
6.	Make	the	other	person	feel	important	–	and	do	it	sincerely.	
	
I	honestly	can’t	say	it	any	better	than	that.	I	can	tell	you	that	I	have	read	this	
book	many	times	and	it	has	honestly	helped	me	to	make	friends.	I	really	do	
hope	that	you	read	it	too	because	I	think	it	can	help	you	as	well.		Good	luck	
and	keep	us	posted	on	how	it	works	out.		
	
	



Day	23:	Why	It’s	Cool	to	Be	a	Prepper	
	
Day	23	and	I	was	reminded	again	of	the	importance	of	being	prepared.	
Remember	how	we	talked	a	while	back	about	how	if	and	when	you	leave	
your	primary	base	in	Minecraft,	you	should	NOT	automatically	assume	that	
you	will	return.	As	we	discussed,	sometimes	way	leads	on	to	way	and	you	
never	do	come	back.	Then	again,	sometimes	you	do.	Because	you	just	never	
know,	it’s	my	opinion	that	a	smart	Minecrafter	will	always	be	prepared	for	
any	circumstances	that	may	arise.	One	way	to	be	prepared	involves	the	
management	of	your	excess	inventory	–	after	all,	you	can’t	always	carry	
everything	with	you	all	the	time	so	you	have	to	do	something	to	store	it.	The	
question	is	what…and	where?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Split	up	your	valuables	and	store	them	in	multiple	
chests	throughout	your	world	
B.	Only	carry	your	most	valuable	items	with	you	at	all	
times	and	assume	you’ll	always	be	able	to	mine/acquire	
lesser	items	along	the	way	

C.	Don’t	worry	about	any	of	this	–	you’re	totally	overthinking	it.	
D.	Do	something	else	
	
You	know	what	I’m	going	to	say,	right?	You	can	make	a	case	for	any	of	these	
options	and	a	lot	more.	Even	still,	amuse	me	as	we	review	them.	Personally	I	
am	a	fan	of	Option	A	and,	from	a	prepper’s	point	of	view,	this	is	the	preferred	
method.	I	believe	in	in	this	option	so	much	I’m	going	to	repeat	it	for	you	and	
call	it…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Split	up	your	valuables	and	store	them	in	multiple	chests	
throughout	your	world.			



	
If	you	use	this	tip,	you’ll	save	yourself	a	lot	of	time	and	give	yourself	access	
to	your	valuables	in	a	lot	of	different	places.	In	addition,	if	something	bad	
happens	at	one	of	your	locations	(like	say	a	Creeper	blows	up	your	house	
and	one	of	your	chests	with	it!),	then	you	wouldn’t	have	lost	everything	
because	you	were	smart	enough	to	split	up	your	goods.	Make	sense?	Better	
yet,	do	remember	tip	in	Chapter	1	about	the	Ender	Chest?	I	hope	you	do	
because	ender	chests	are	the	perfect	prepper	tools	–	they	give	you	access	to	
your	stuff	in	multiple	different	locations	because	all	ender	chests	share	the	
same	inventory.	Or	how	about	this	–	even	if	you	don’t	use	ender	chests	and	
instead	just	use	a	bunch	of	regular	chests,	you	can	connect	the	chest	
locations	with	Nether	Portals	and	use	Tip	from	Chapter	19	to	travel	faster	
between	the	locations	to	get	access	to	your	goods	quickly	as	you	need	them.	
Being	a	prepper	and	using	Option	A	is	what	we	call	‘managing	your	risk.’	
	
Then	again,	Option	B	could	work	too.	Unless	you	are	playing	a	really	barren	
biome,	then	it’s	pretty	much	a	given	that	you’ll	always	be	able	to	get	more	
stone,	coal,	iron,	wood,	etc.,	etc.		wherever	you	go	so	some	people	don’t	like	
to	waste	their	inventory	spaces	on	those	blocks;	instead	choosing	to	only	
carry	with	them	the	truly	precious	goods.	In	addition,	you	may	think	Option	
A	is	pretty	boring.		Perhaps	you	are	a	risk	taker	and	crave	adventure	–	and	
maybe	the	prospect	of	losing	all	your	stuff	doesn’t	really	bother	you	all	that	
much	because	you	know	you	can	always	get	more.	Sure,	it’s	totally	possible	
that	you	might	die	carrying	a	bunch	of	diamonds,	blaze	rods,	and	enchanted	
weapons	in	your	inventory,	but	you’re	willing	to	take	that	risk.	If	that’s	you,	
then	go	for	it	my	friend.	Personally	I	prefer	the	prepper	method	combined	
with	a	more	slow	and	steady	wins	the	race	mindset	(see	Chapter	10	if	you	



need	a	refresher	about	that),	but	I	understand	that	God	made	all	of	us	
differently.	Option	B	is	certainly	doable	–	but	it’s	definitely	higher	risk.	
	
As	for	Option	C,	if	that’s	how	you	feel	I	totally	understand.	To	be	honest	with	
you,	most	of	this	book	is	totally	overthinking	things,	right?	After	all,	who	is	
this	guy	to	tell	me	what	to	do?	That’s	a	fair	question.	I’m	nobody	special	–	
just	an	average	friend	and	father	trying	to	share	some	wisdom	with	you	–	
life	lessons	that	I	wish	I	knew	when	I	was	your	age.	I	realize	that	it’s	possible	
that	none	of	these	tips	are	going	to	mean	anything	to	you	–	if	that	happens	
I’d	be	sad	because	I	really	am	trying	hard	to	share	what	I	believe	are	
valuable	lessons	for	you.	It’s	my	hope	that	all	of	these	tips	will	be	helpful	to	
you,	but	even	if	every	single	one	doesn’t	speak	to	you,	if	just	one	tips	gets	
through	and	it	makes	your	life	better	as	a	result,	then	I	will	be	totally	stoked	
because	that	means	I	helped	you	and	that’s	pretty	freakin’	cool	in	my	book.	
So	where	was	I?	Oh	yes,	Option	C	–	it’s	true.	Enough	said.	
	
Do	you	do	something	different?	If	Option	D	your	path?	If	so,	let	us	know.	
	
Meanwhile,	how	about	one	more	tip	before	we	leave	this	lesson?	I	remember	
when	Jax	and	I	first	started	playing.	We’d	built	a	beautiful	two-story	
bachelor	pad	high	on	a	high,	filled	with	pictures,	chests,	and	tons	of	other	
cool	stuff.	Everything	was	great	–	until	the	fire	came.	L	But	lucky	for	us,	Jax	
knew	how	to	use	a	bucket	and	get	water.	He	was	able	to	put	out	the	fire	by	
dropping	the	bucket	of	water.	Unfortunately	even	though	we	got	rid	of	the	
fire,	our	house	was	soon	flooded	because	we	didn’t	know	how	to	stop	that	
water	from	flowing!		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	4	Ways	to	Stop	water	(or	lava)	from	flowing…	



	
1.	Mine	the	block	producing	the	water/lava	–	this	is	a	bit	more	dangerous	
when	you’re	talking	about	lava	as	you	might	catch	on	fire!	
2.	Put	another	block	on	top	of	it	–	if	you	are	dealing	with	lava	make	sure	
it’s	a	fireproof	block	
3.	Put	a	torch	on	top	of	the	block	producing	the	water	and	it	will	dry	it	
up.		
4.	Use	a	bucket	and	scoop	it	up.		
Here’s	an	old	vid	from	Jax	and	I	on	the	subject:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjuCDk7HQqI		
	
I’m	sure	there’s	more	ways	than	just	these,	but	that’s	how	we	manage	it	now.	
If	you	do	something	else,	please	let	us	know.		 	
	 	
	 	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson		 (Being	a	Prepper	Can	Save	Your	Life)	
Do	you	know	what	a	Prepper	is?	When	we	hear	that	term	nowadays	you	
might	we	tempted	to	think	of	some	crazy	guy	who	lives	deep	in	the	woods	
and	has	hordes	of	guns	and	gold	as	he	waits	for	the	end	of	the	world	to	
arrive.	Shows	like	Doomsday	Preppers	tend	to	popularize	that	belief.	But	in	
reality	you	don’t	have	to	be	someone	waiting	for	Armageddon	in	order	to	
benefit	from	being	a	prepper.		
	
In	reality,	a	prepper	is	really	just	somebody	who	realizes	that	things	can	
go	wrong	and	wants	to	be	prepared	in	the	event	they	do.	Sure,	some	
people	may	be	preparing	for	the	end	of	the	world	–	and	if	that	happens	the	
rest	of	us	will	envy	their	foresight	because	we	won’t	as	ready	for	the	



craziness	that	follows	as	they	are.	But	let’s	put	that	worst-case	scenario	to	
the	side	because	most	preppers	are	just	ordinary	people	who	are	prepping	
for	much	more	common	(and	dare	I	say	more	likely	to	happen)	
circumstances.	For	example,	remember	the	chapter	where	we	talked	about	
the	benefits	of	doing	a	fire	drill	with	your	family?	Well,	if	you	prepare	for	
that	situation,	then	you	are	a	prepper,	my	friend.	Same	goes	for	practicing	
what	to	do	in	the	event	some	stranger	tries	to	kidnap	you	–	that’s	being	a	
prepper	too	(and	a	darn	smart	one!).	Actually,	you	could	make	the	case	that	
this	entire	book	is	one	giant	prepper	manual	for	Minecraft!	Hey,	I	never	
thought	of	that,	but	I	guess	it’s	true	–	cool!	
	
The	fact	is	that,	if	you	want	to	be	smart,	you	will	sit	down	with	your	family	
and	brainstorm	about	some	of	the	things	that	could	go	wrong	that	you’d	like	
to	be	prepared	for	if	they	do.	Perhaps	you	live	in	Florida	and	are	worried	
about	hurricanes?	Or	maybe	you	live	in	California,	Japan,	or	another	location	
where	earthquakes	are	a	problem?	Or	perhaps	you	live	in	Alaska,	Canada,	
Russia,	or	somewhere	that	the	cold	weather	can	actually	kill	you	if	you	get	
stuck	in	it?	It	doesn’t	really	matter	what	the	situation	is,	we	all	have	
something	that	could	go	wrong	in	our	lives	–	and	I	challenge	you	to	make	a	
plan	to	get	ready	for	whatever	may	worry	you	because	if	you	are	prepared	
then	you’ll	be	much	better	off	if	or	when	these	things	happen.	If	you	do	this	
then	you’ll	understand	how	being	a	prepper	can	save	your	life!	
	
But	I	also	want	you	to	know	that	being	a	prepper	does	not	always	have	to	
involve	life-threatening	situations.	Preppers	also	have	a	plan	for	dealing	
with	everyday	things	too	–	such	as	ensuring	there	are	enough	groceries	in	
stock	for	a	party,	having	insurance	on	the	car,	keeping	spare	batteries	on	
hand	for	Christmas	time	and	the	kids’	toys,	etc.,	etc.	These	are	all	situations	
that	could	cause	a	problem	for	you	if	you	are	not	prepared	so	do	yourself	a	
favor	and	start	being	a	prepper!	
	



Day	24:	Take	Care	of	Your	World	
	
Back	in	the	saddle	again	in	Day	24	of	playing	with	Jax.	Do	you	remember	
when	we	talked	earlier	in	the	book	about	how	to	protect	your	home	base	
from	Creepers,	how	to	put	out	fires,	how	to	stop	flowing	water/lava	from	
destroying	your	house,	how	to	repair	your	items,	and	much	more?	I’d	like	to	
think	that	you	are	grasping	the	concept	that	it’s	important	to	take	care	of	
your	stuff	because	not	only	is	it	the	‘right	thing	to	do’	but	it	will	also	save	you	
time	in	the	long	run	and	make	you	a	more	efficient	player.	Meanwhile,	I	want	
you	to	think	about	a	typical	village	in	Minecraft	–	how	do	you	feel	when	you	
find	one?	I	don’t	know	about	you,	but	usually	Jax	and	I	are	pretty	stoked	
when	we	discover	a	new	village	because	we	know	we	can	make	good	use	of	
our	time	there.		
	

	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	9	Reasons	you	need	to	take	the	time	to	learn	about	Villages	
and	use	the	resources	you	find	there.		Here’s	a	YouTube	Video	to	explain	
more:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HNxbCJ_zcM	
Meanwhile,	just	know	that	most	villages	will	offer	you…	
1.	Free	Food!		



	
Most	villages	have	farms	around	them	filled	with	goodies.		Take	as	much	food	
as	you	like,	but	be	sure	NOT	to	destroy	the	farm	–	so	long	as	you	only	take	the	
veggies	that	have	grown	and	don’t	destroy	that	block	then	the	veggies	will	
grow	again	and	feed	you	some	more,	but	if	you	destroy	the	block	then	no	
more	food	for	you!	Also,	pay	attention	to	how	the	farm	is	laid	out	as	it	is	a	
great	way	for	YOU	to	learn	how	to	set	up	a	farm	on	your	own	elsewhere.		
2.	The	ability	to	Trade	--	remember	each	villager	offers	a	different	trade	–	
even	those	wearing	the	same	robe	color	may	offer	a	different	item	based	on	
their	current	trading	level	–	see	Chapter	3	for	a	refresher	on	this.	
3.	Shelter	--	so	many	houses	to	choose	from	to	spend	a	night	away	from	the	
mobs.	(And	if	you	are	playing	PvP	you	can	easily	turn	a	village	into	a	giant	
fort	connected	with	secret	underground	passageways	hidden	by	pictures,	
signs,	pressure	plate	entrances,	etc.	–	you	could	also	fill	this	fort	with	
tripwires	and	other	booby	traps	as	well	–	ouch!)	
4.	Fire!	

	



Lots	of	free	torches	if	you	need	them.	Also,	did	you	know	that	the	lampposts	
are	made	up	of	black	wool	at	the	top	–	a	great	way	to	acquire	this	resource	if	
you	need	it.		
5.	Water.	

	
Most	villages	have	a	well	so	bring	a	bucket	and	scoop	some	up.	(Again	if	you	
are	playing	PvP	–	that	well	could	be	a	great	hidden	doorway	to	an	
underground	secret	hideout!)	
6.	Don’t	forget	the	Blacksmith	

	
You’ll	find	lava	you	can	scoop	up	with	a	bucket,	1-2	furnaces	(feel	free	to	
take	one	with	you),	and	sometimes	an	anvil	you	can	use	to	make	repairs	
with	as	well.	But	wait,	there’s	more	–	most	blacksmiths	will	have	a	chest	on	
site	in	their	backroom	–	be	sure	to	check	that	out	as	well.	
7.	Visit	the	Library		



	
Save	yourself	a	ton	of	time	when	it	comes	to	building	an	enchanting	table	
later	–	steal	the	books	from	the	library	instead	of	making	your	own!	The	
library	usually	has	a	crafting	table	inside	as	well.		
8.	Did	somebody	say	WOOD?	I	don’t	know	about	you	but	Jax	and	I	are	
always	running	out	of	wood	for	torches,	etc.	We	love	finding	a	village	and	
getting	more	wood	than	we’ll	ever	need	there.		
9.	And	so	many	other	resources	too	–	whether	you	want	glass,	fences,	
gates,	pressure	plates,	stairs,	doors,	stone	slabs,	grass,	and	more.	Be	sure	to	
harvest	all	the	resources	you	can	whenever	you	find	a	village.		
	 	
OK,	so	let’s	say	you	either	made	yourself	king	of	a	village	or	else	built	your	
own	farm	elsewhere	and	now	you	want	to	get	some	animals	to	spawn	so	you	
can	breed	them	in	a	controlled	environment.	How	do	you	get	animals	to	
spawn	for	you?	
	 	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Make	sure	there	is	grass	on	your	property	
B.	Use	a	fishing	rod	to	guide	a	couple	animals	into	a	pen	
then	help	them	breed.	
C.	Throw	some	carrots	on	the	ground	and	hope	some	

critters	show	up	to	eat	them	
D.	Do	something	else.	
	



Let’s	start	with	Option	A	–	I	believe	this	is	actually	your	easiest	option.	Did	
you	know…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Animals	seem	to	spawn	best	on	grass	so	if	you	fill	up	an	area	
with	say	20x20	or	so	grass	blocks	and	fence	that	in,	you’ll	soon	be	
swimming	in	spawned	animals.		

	
As	for	Path	B	–	easier	said	than	done.	It’s	hard	to	use	that	fishing	rod	to	guide	
an	animal	over	any	length	of	ground	in	my	book,	but	if	you	are	successful	at	
doing	it	then	you	could	breed	those	animals	fairly	easily	(see	Tip	below)	and	
create	a	bunch	more.	Path	C	–	well	if	that’s	your	idea	then	good	luck	but	you	
could	be	waiting	a	long	time,	friend	because	from	my	experience	animals	
don’t	care	much	for	food	lying	on	the	ground	–	i.e.	they	won’t	come	find	it	
automatically.	Do	you	do	something	else?	If	so,	we’d	love	to	know.	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Seven	Breeding	Tips.	

	



Do	know	what	breeding	is?	Essentially	it’s	just	a	way	to	make	certain	
(domesticated)	mobs	fall	in	love	with	each	other	and	make	babies.	Every	
animal	has	a	certain	type	of	food	that	you	can	use	to	lure	them	into	a	penned	
area	and	which	you	can	give	to	them	to	make	them	breed	(so	long	as	you	
have	two	animals	together	of	the	same	type).		So,	if	you	have	two	of	them	
together	of	the	same	species	and	you	feed	them,	then	they	will	spawn	a	
single	baby	animal	of	the	same	kind.	As	for	what	each	animal	likes	to	eat,	
the	list	is	too	big	for	me	to	go	into	detail	here	but	here’s	a	quick	sample:	
1.	Sheep,	Cows,	and	Mooshrooms	love	Wheat	
2.	Pigs	like	Carrots	and	Potatoes	
3.	Chickens	gotta	have	Seeds!	
4.	Wolves	want	meat	(raw	or	cooked)	–	remember	though	that	you	can’t	
tame	a	wolf	with	meat,	so	if	you	want	Dogs	you	have	to	tame	a	wolf	with	a	
Bone	first.	
5.	Ocelots	love	Fish	(and	will	become	tamed	cats	in	the	process)	
6.	Rabbits	breed	with	Carrots	–	duh!	
7.	Horses	have	lots	of	options,	including	Wheat,	Apples,	Bread,	Hay,	and	even	
Sugar,	but	if	breeding	works	even	better	if	you	give	a	horse	a	Golden	
Apple/Carrot!	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Villagers	will	also	breed	and	create	Baby	Villagers	who	will	
run	around	the	village	playing	tag	with	each	other.		

	
You	can’t	directly	make	villagers	breed	but	you	can	help	them	along	if	you	
trade	with	them	and	you	ensure	that	there	is	food	in	the	village	for	them	to	
eat.	Just	be	careful	and	remember	this	TIP/Warning	from	Jax:	if	a	Zombie	
comes	along	and	gets	one	of	your	baby	villagers,	you’ll	soon	have	a	
Zombie	Baby	Villager	on	your	hands!	



	
You	want	the	plants	and	veggies	on	your	farm	to	grow	faster?	Use	Jax’s	Tip:	
Put	BONEMEAL	on	a	plant	block	as	Fertilizer	and	watch	it	instantly	
grow	to	maturity!	This	works	for	a	wide	variety	of	plants	including	carrots,	
potatoes,	seeds,	melons,	trees,	glass,	flowers,	mushrooms,	cocoa,	sugar	cane,	
and	more.	Check	it	out	and	save	time.	And	in	case	you	didn’t	know,	here	is	
the	recipe	to	craft	bone	meal:	one	bone	makes	3	bone	meal.		

	
Pretty	simple.		
	 	
Before	I	go	on	further	I	feel	compelled	to	let	you	in	on	a	little	secret…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Did	you	know	that	you	do	NOT	have	to	kill	animals	in	order	to	
survive	in	Minecraft?	Yes,	you	can	be	a	Vegetarian!	Here	are	4	Tips	to	
help	you	try…	

		
It’s	true,	you	can	actually	be	a	vegetarian	and	live	quite	well.	After	all,	pretty	
much	every	essential	item	you	need	can	be	acquired	without	killing	an	
animal,	for	example…	
1.	Wool	–	you	can	get	more	wool	faster	by	shearing	a	sheep	vs.	killing	it.	
2.	Leather	–	let’s	face	it	leather	armor	sucks	so	don’t	even	waste	your	time	
with	it;	as	for	leather	for	books,	you	can	get	premade	books	from	a	village	
library.		



3.	Meat	–	you	don’t	need	meat	to	live	well.	Cook	some	potatoes	or	carrots,	
find	some	wheat	and	make	bread,	or	better	yet	make	a	Cake	or	Mushroom	
Stew	and	you’ll	be	better	off	in	the	long	run.		
4.	Eggs	–	that	chicken	you	see	in	the	picture	above	will	lay	more	eggs	for	you	
if	you	leave	it	alive	vs.	killing	it.	
So	the	next	time	you	feel	compelled	to	kill	an	animal,	stop	and	think	–	is	
this	really	necessary?	I	cannot	tell	you	the	last	time	I	killed	an	animal	in	
Minecraft.	My	general	rule	is	this	–	if	a	mob	if	not	attacking	you	(and	animals	
don’t	usually	attack	you),	then	don’t	kill	it,	just	let	it	be.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Don’t	overlook	the	value	of	a	good	Cactus!		

	
Not	only	can	you	use	cactus	blocks	to	surround	your	basecamp	and	keep	out	
unwanted	mobs,	but	you	can	also	use	them	as	a	kind	of	garbage	can	–	since	a	
cactus	will	destroy	another	block	which	you	throw	at	it,	if	you	want	items	
you	don’t	want,	just	chuck	them	at	a	cactus	and	poof,	they’ll	disappear!	
Here’s	a	YouTube	video	about	cacti	(yes,	that’s	the	plural	of	‘cactus’):	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGGiHb7pbYs	
	
	 	
And	finally,	one	more	tip	in	this	chapter	–	perhaps	the	most	fun	of	all…	
Jax’s	Tip:	How	to	Tame	a	Horse.			



	
Riding	a	horse	is	not	only	fun	but	you	can	cover	a	lot	of	ground	quickly,	plus	
you	can	ride	a	horse	in	battle	too	(just	be	sure	to	put	some	armor	on	your	
horse	too!).	But	before	you	can	use	a	horse	(or	a	donkey	or	a	mule)	you	have	
to	first	TAME	it.	Here’s	a	vid	on	the	subject	from	Jax	and	I:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ve4Flif8sQ	
The	process	of	taming	is	not	all	that	hard,	but	if	you	don’t	know	about	it,	
then	it	can	be	very	frustrating.	Unlike	what	you	might	guess,	taming	a	horse	
is	NOT	accomplished	with	food	–	it’s	true	that	if	you	give	a	horse	food,	it	will	
help	make	taming	easier	but	the	food	will	not	tame	a	horse	(like	a	bone	will	
tame	a	wolf	or	a	fish	an	ocelot).	Instead,	to	tame	a	horse	you	have	to	jump	on	
it’s	back	and	try	to	stay	there	without	it	bucking	you	off.	It’s	sometimes	hard	
to	do	and	usually	takes	a	few	tries.	Once	the	horse	stops	bucking	it	will	show	
you	it’s	hearts	and	that	basically	means	it’s	tamed.	Now	you	can	make	the	
horse	breed,	give	it	armor	and	a	saddle,	and	ride	it	around.	Also,	here’s	a	
Bonus	Tip:	A	donkey	or	a	mule	can	be	used	to	carry	your	stuff	by	giving	
it	a	chest!	
	
Gee	whiz,	we	just	covered	a	lot	in	this	chapter	–	did	you	learn	anything	new?	
	
References:	
1.	For	more	on	breeding	and	animal	care:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Breeding	
	
2.	For	more	on	farming:		
http://www.minecraft101.net/g/farming-animals.html		
	
	



Dad’s	Life	Lesson		 (Take	Care	of	Your	World	–	There’s	only	ONE)	
Don’t	worry,	I’m	not	going	to	lecture	you	here	about	all	the	stuff	you	should	
be	doing	to	make	the	world	a	better	place	so	please	don’t	just	skip	this	part.	
Sure	I	could	talk	to	you	about	why	you	might	want	to	consider	being	a	
Vegan,	or	how	you	can	help	all	those	baby	seals	from	being	eaten	by	Air	
Jaws,	or	why	you	should	eat	all	the	food	on	your	plate	at	dinner	because	
some	kid	in	Ethiopia	doesn’t	have	any	food.	Yes,	I	could	talk	about	all	those	
things	–	but	if	I	did	then	I	would	be	a	hypocrite	because	the	fact	is	that	I	
don’t	do	any	of	those	things	myself.	I	would	love	to	say	I	do,	but	if	we’re	
being	honest	here	then	I	must	admit	that	I	don’t.	I’m	just	an	average	guy	like	
just	like	you.		
	
That	being	said,	one	thing	I	have	learned	over	the	years	is	that	it	is	kind	of	
important	to	at	least	do	something	to	help	save	the	planet.	It’s	hard	to	deny	
the	fact	that	more	people	are	being	born	on	this	planet	than	ever	before	and	
all	those	people	are	creating	a	strain	on	Mother	Earth.	If	you	want	this	planet	
to	be	around	for	your	kids,	then	perhaps	you	can	help	by	doing	just	a	little	to	
help	conserve	our	resources.	Maybe	you	don’t	have	to	join	Greenpeace	or	
the	Peace	Corps	(but	it	would	be	darn	cool	if	you	did!),	but	perhaps	you	can	
just	do	something	small	and	it	will	make	a	difference	in	the	long	run.	After	
all,	it	would	be	a	real	shame	if	we	totally	destroyed	this	world	and	left	it	a	
mess	for	future	generations,	right?	Remember,	there’s	only	one	planet	and	
while	we’re	here	we’re	the	ones	responsible	for	taking	care	of	it.		
	
For	example,	maybe	instead	of	drinking	water	from	all	those	water	bottles	
you	could	(dare	I	say	it)	get	your	water	from	the	tap	–	for	shame,	oh	the	
horror,	right?	Well	the	fact	is	there	used	to	be	a	time	when	we	actually	drank	
water	from	the	tap	and	(as	far	as	I	know)	nobody	died	or	got	sick	from	it.	
We’d	save	a	lot	of	resources	on	this	planet	if	we	all	didn’t	drink	so	much	
water	from	plastic	bottles.	But	if	you	must	(and	I	have	to	admit	I	still	do!)	
then	perhaps	you	reuse	the	bottles	a	couple	times	(yes,	fill	them	up	with	tap	
water	–	it	won’t	kill	you!)	and	when	you’re	done	instead	of	just	chucking	
them	out,	you	put	them	in	the	recycle	container	for	a	change.	As	a	bonus	–	
you’ll	save	some	money	since	you	won’t	have	to	keep	buying	so	much	water	
that	you	can	get	for	free	and	you	can	use	that	money	to	buy	more	from	the	
Minecraft	store!	
	



Here’s	another	easy	one	–	plant	a	tree	–	not	only	is	it	fun	to	do	this	as	a	
family	but	it’s	cool	to	see	your	tree	grow	over	the	years.	Bonus	–	if	you	plant	
a	fruit	tree	you	can	also	get	some	great	tasting	food	too!	Now	how	do	you	
like	them	apples?	
	
Want	a	few	more	tips:	
>Turn	off	the	water	while	you	are	brushing	your	teeth	
>Ride	your	bike	to	school	
>Bring	reusable	bags	to	the	grocery	store,	use	a	paper	bag	instead	of	plastic,	
or	here’s	one	how	about	saving	the	bag	all	together	if	you	are	only	getting	a	
couple	things	
>And	perhaps	the	easiest	of	all	–	if	you	see	some	harmless-looking	trash	
lying	on	the	sidewalk,	by	all	means	pick	it	up	and	throw	it	out!	Hopefully	
somebody	will	see	you	setting	a	good	example	and	they	will	in-turn	do	the	
same.		
	
Wait,	did	I	just	lecture	you	here	about	all	the	stuff	you	should	be	doing	to	
make	the	world	a	better	place?	Oops.	Sorry	about	that.	J



Day	25:	Why	Magicians	Are	So	Cool	
	
The	subject	of	Magic	has	fascinated	people	for	thousands	of	years	–	and	it’s	
the	same	with	Minecrafters	like	Jax	and	I	too.	We	love	magic!	In	this	chapter,	
I’m	going	to		talk	about	what	I	learned	from	Jax	on	the	following:	how	to	
enchant	things,	make	potions,	battle	with	Witches,	and	even	how	to	become	
a	ghost	–	all	of	which	require	some	understanding	of	magic.	So,	presto-
chango,	let’s	ready	to	go	Poof!	
	
Perhaps	the	easiest	way	to	use	magic	in	Minecraft	is	to	use	the	power	of	
enchantment.	Do	you	know	how	to	enchant	something?	Well,	let’s	take	a	
little	quiz.	If	you	want	to	enchant	a	sword	for	example,	how	would	you	do	
it…	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
a.	Use	an	enchantment	table.		
b.	Use	an	anvil	
c.	Trade	with	a	Villager	
d.	Do	something	else.	
	 	

	
Actually	any	of	these	options	(A-C	and	possibly	D	depending	on	what	you	
say)	could	work	because…	
Jax’s	Tip:	FOUR	ways	to	acquire	enchanted	items.		
1.	Put	your	single	item	on	an	enchantment	table	(Option	A).		

	



But	you	also	have	to	have	enough	experience	points	AND	lapis	lazuli	to	‘pay’	
for	the	enchantment)	–	and	this	only	works	on	items	that	are	not	yet	
enchanted.		
2.	If	you	have	two	items	that	are	both	enchanted	already	with	different	
powers,	you	can	combine	them	on	via	an	anvil	into	one	item	that	has	
BOTH	enchantments	.	(Option	B,	part	1)	

	
3.	You	can	use	an	anvil	and	an	enchantment	book	and	enchant	an	
unenchanted	item.		

	
This	will	cost	you	experience	points	but	you	don’t	need	lapis	lazuli	to	do	this.	
(Option	B,	part	2)		



4.	Give	a	villager	some	emeralds	in	exchange	for	something	enchanted.	
(Option	C).	This	is	the	easy	way	out	and	works	quite	well;	for	example	a	
great	way	to	get	enchanted	armor	and	weapons	is	to	find	the	black	aproned	
villager	(aka	blacksmith)	and	trade	him	some	emeralds).		
	
Want	to	know	why	enchanting	=	magic	in	Minecraft?	Well	Notch	himself	
already	told	us	via	Twitter	when	he	said,	“How	does	enchanting	work	in	
Minecraft?	Well,	you	open	a	magical	book	and	pick	a	random	spell,	not	quite	
sure	knowing	what	it	will	do.	MAGIC!”		
	
That’s	pretty	much	why	you	can’t	control	what	power	you	get	when	you	
enchant	something.	(I	know	there	are	some	math	wizards	who	claim	they	
can	control	the	probability	of	enchanting,	but	that	goes	beyond	my	level	of	
math	–	if	you	can	understand	it,	more	power	to	you,	but	for	the	rest	of	us,	
we’re	left	to	get	what	we	get).	However,	pay	attention	to	this…	
Jax’s	Tip:	you	can	increase	the	power	of	the	enchantments	by	
surrounding	your	enchantment	table	with	bookshelves.	

	
There	are	a	variety	of	ways	to	do	this	and	I’ll	leave	it	up	to	you	to	research	
this	online	but	just	know	that	books	aka	knowledge	=	power	so	this	is	yet	
another	reason	to	love	books!	
	
As	it	stands	now	there	are	basically	five	categories	of	items	that	you	can	
enchant:	armor,	swords,	tools,	bows,	and	fishing	rods.	Each	one	has	
multiple	levels	of	powerful	enhancements	(too	many	to	name	here)	but	I	
did	want	to	give	you	at	least	the	most	powerful	enchantments	–	if	you	can	



acquire	all	these	enchanted	items	you	are	doing	really	well!	They	are	hard	to	
get	(at	least	in	survival	mode)	but	they	are	worth	going	after.		
Jax’s	Tip:	The	Five	Most	Powerful	Enchantments?	
1.	Armor	–	try	to	get	the	Thorns	enchantment	(when	an	enemy	hits	you,	
they	take	damage!)	
2.	Sword	–	try	to	get	Fire	Aspect	(what	you	hit	catches	on	fire)	or	Looting	
(mobs	drop	more	treasure)	
3.	Tools	–	most	will	say	Silk	Touch	is	the	way	to	go	here	because	it	gives	you	
the	chance	to	get	normally	unattainable	blocks,	but	I	personally	like	Fortune	
(you	get	more	drops	for	each	block	you	mine)	
4.	Bows	–	if	you	can	add	the	Infinity	enchantment	(endless	fire	arrows,	
yippee!)	you’ll	be	a	star	
5.	Fishing	Rod	–	Luck	of	the	Sea	(less	chance	of	reeling	in	junk)	or	The	Lure	
(catch	fish	faster)	are	both	powerful	here.		
	
Meanwhile	it’s	time	to	move	on.	Let’s	tackle	another	magical	item	–	Potions!	
Here’s	Five	Quick	Tips	from	Jax	All	About	POTIONS.		
1.	Most	potions	can	be	brewed	with	a	brewing	stand.	

	
2.	When	you	make	a	potion	and	use	it	(either	on	yourself	or	someone	else)	
the	potion	will	cause	an	effect	to	happen	on	the	user	for	a	certain	amount	of	
time	(some	examples	include	Regenerate	Health,	Night	Vision,	Fire	
Resistance,	Strength,	Leaping,	Water	Breathing,	Invisibility,	and	more).			
3.	Some	potions	are	good	(like	those	I	just	mentioned),	some	are	harmful	
(such	as	poisons,	weakness,	slowness,	and	harming).		
4.	Although	you	could	play	the	game	to	the	end	without	using	potions,	odds	
are	that	you	will	really	benefit	by	having	them	–	you	remember	Chapter	8	
and	the	Underwater	Monument?	Imagine	trying	to	defeat	that	biome	
without	having	any	potions?	Or	how	about	going	to	The	Nether	(Chapter	25)	
without	any	Fire	Resistance?	Sure,	you	could	do	these	things	without	



potions,	but	why	be	so	hard	on	yourself?	Brew	away,	my	friend,	and	starting	
drinking	those	potions	today!	
5.	You	can	brew	a	potion	with	water	combined	with	specific	ingredients	in	
the	brewing	stand	to	make	most	potions.	Sounds	easy	enough,	right?	Ah,	if	
only	it	was	so	easy,	but	the	fact	is	that	obtaining	a	brewing	stand	is	one	of	
the	hardest	things	to	do	in	Minecraft	because	in	order	to	craft	a	brewing	
stand	you	need	3	cobblestone	blocks	(that	sounds	easy	enough)	and	1	blaze	
rod	(doh!)	and	the	only	way	to	get	a	blaze	rod	(outside	of	Creative	Mode)	is	
by	going	to	The	Nether	and	battling	with	some	Blazes	–	Yikes!	(See	Chapter	
25	for	more	about	Blazes).	The	good	news	is	that	you	only	need	1	blaze	rod	
(to	make	a	brewing	stand)	so	if	all	you	really	want	is	to	make	that	brewing	
stand,	you	could	go	into	The	Nether,	find	a	Blaze,	get	them	a	drop	a	blaze	
rod,	and	then	hightail	it	back	out	of	that	place	as	fast	as	you	can!	Then	viola,	
you	have	your	brewing	stand.	Easy-peesie,	like	chicken	nuggets	and	tater	
tots,	right?	
	
I’m	not	going	to	go	into	great	detail	further	about	brewing	potions	–	suffice	it	
to	say,	you	should	do	try	to	use	potions	because,	as	I	already	said,	they	can	
make	the	game	a	lot	easier	when	you	get	to	travelling	back	to	The	Nether	or	
to	The	End	or	in	a	PvP	scenario.	Even	still,	since	a	brewing	stand	is	so	hard	
to	acquire,	wouldn’t	it	be	great	if	there	was	another,	easier	way	you	could	
get	potions?	Actually	there	is!	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Witches	also	drop	potions	too!		

	
Have	you	seen	a	Witch	in	Minecraft	yet?	They’re	fairly	new	(at	least	on	the	
console	editions)	and	pretty	cool	–	they	use	their	potions	as	weapons	against	
you!	But	if	you	can	destroy	one	you	might	pick	up	a	potion	as	a	drop.	Keep	in	
mind	that	they	don’t	drop	every	potion	(only	potions	of	healing,	fire	



resistance,	underwater	breathing,	and	swiftness)	but	it’s	still	a	great	way	to	
get	potions	early	in	the	game.	Here	are	four	more	tips	about	witches:	
1.	In	order	to	get	a	witch	to	drop	a	potion	you	must	wait	for	it	to	drink	a	
potion	and	then	kill	it	while	it	is	still	drinking	the	potion	
2.		Witches	not	only	spawn	in	Witch	Huts	(often	found	in	swamps)	but	also	
in	villages	too!	If	lightning	strikes	near	a	villager,	that	villager	will	turn	into	a	
witch.	
3.	Besides	potions,	witches	also	drop	a	few	other	useful	items,	including	
glass	bottles,	sugar,	sticks,	spiders	eyes,	gunpowder,	and	even	Glowstone	
dust.		
4.	I	don’t	know	about	you	but	I’d	love	to	have	some	Fire	Resistance	potions	
BEFORE	I	venture	into	The	Nether	–	it	will	make	the	journey	there	a	lot	
safer.	So	before	you	build	that	Nether	Portal,	find	some	witches	first!	
	
And	finally,	how	about	one	more	magic	trick	for	this	chapter	–	the	little	
known	TIP	from	Jax:	“How	to	Make	Yourself	a	Floating	Ghost”	Trick	(for	
Console	Editions).	
To	perform	this	trick	you’ll	need	a	partner	and	a	few	other	items	to	include	a	
boat	and	a	bed.	Here’s	how	it	works…	
1.	Place	a	bed	next	to	your	boat.		
2.	You	get	into	the	boat	first	and	then	face	the	bed.		
3.	Next	you	move	from	the	boat	into	your	bed	(as	if	you	were	going	to	sleep).		
4.	This	is	where	your	partner	steps	in	to	perform	the	next	part	of	the	trick	–	
destroying	the	bed…and	then	the	boat.	
5.	Once	your	partner	destroys	the	bed	(and	you),	you’ll	become	a	floating	
ghost.		
It’s	pretty	cool!	Check	it	out	and	let	us	know	that	you	think.		
	
References:	
1.	More	on	using	anvils	with	enchanted	items:	
http://www.planetminecraft.com/blog/142-update---anvils---the-complete-
guide/	
	
2.	All	about	enchantments:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Enchantments#Enchantments	
	
3.	Best	reference	for	potions:	
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Potions	



	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson		 (Use	Magic	to	Win	Bets)	
Ok,	I	realize	this	is	a	bit	of	a	controversial	lesson	–	at	least	that	part	about	
bets,	but	hear	me	out	first	before	you	judge.	Let’s	start	with	the	easy	part	–	
most	magicians	are	pretty	cool.	Sure	I	will	admit	that	even	though	I	am	not	a	
fan	much	of	David	Copperfield	or	Criss	Angel	–	their	tricks	are	on	such	a	big	
scale	and	just	so	over	the	top	that	they’re	not	remotely	believable	–	I	still	
respect	what	they	do	and	in	fact	I	would	say	they	each	carry	a	coolness	
factor	to	them.	For	myself,	I	tend	to	go	with	the	card	sharps	and	street	magic	
folks	–	the	ones	that	use	their	hands	right	in	front	of	you	to	do	some	‘how	did	
they	do’	that	stuff.	For	example,	have	you	ever	watched	any	of	David	Blaine’s	
street	magic	tricks?	That	stuff	he	does	with	the	quarters	is	pretty	incredible	
–	if	you	haven’t	seen	it	YouTube	it	or	something	and	you’ll	be	amazed.	Or	
how	about	Derron	Brown	or	Jeff	Sheridan	–	these	guys	are	masters	of	the	
trick	as	well	and	I	encourage	you	to	check	out	their	work	too.	
	
The	fact	is	that	performing	magic	takes	a	lot	of	practice.	But	it	is	time	well	
spent	–	because	not	only	will	it	increase	your	concentration	and	
dexterity,	but	it	will	also	increase	your	confidence	in	front	of	others	
too.	Why?	Well	because	the	fact	is	that,	at	least	in	the	real	world,	as	far	as	I	
know,	most	magic	is	actually	NOT	real	(shocker,	right?).	There’s	always	an	
explanation	to	the	trick.	So	if	these	tricks	are	not	real,	then	why	do	so	many	
people	(myself	included)	fall	for	the	act?	Because	a	good	magician	is	able	to	
control	our	minds	with	his	confidence	and	his	persona.	You	too	can	develop	
these	important	life	skills	and	have	fun	along	the	way,	by	learning	magic.		
	
Like	I	said,	you	can	use	magic	to	not	only	amaze	your	friends,	but	also	to	win	
bets	too).	Don’t	believe	me?	It’s	true.	Although	I	was	never	much	of	a	
magician	I	did	stumble	across	this	one	card	trick	as	a	young	teen	and	by	the	
time	I	got	to	college	I	perfected	it	to	such	an	extent	that	I	was	able	to	use	the	
trick	at	parties	to	win	bets	--	and	when	you	do	the	trick	right	it	appears	there	
is	no	way	that	you	can	actually	guess	it,	thus	people	fall	for	it	all	the	time.	
While	writing	this	I	wanted	to	give	you	a	video	from	YouTube	so	you	can	see	
it	for	yourself.	I	was	surprised	how	many	people	actually	knew	about	the	
trick,	HOWEVER	most	people	do	not	do	it	the	way	I	do.	The	closest	video	is	
here:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwogrbVwsMo	If	you	research	
this	trick	(“21	Card	Trick”)	you’ll	see	a	lot	of	people	do	something	similar	at	



the	ending	that	is	different	than	in	this	video	(and	different	than	what	I	do).	
In	order	to	make	the	bet	work,	I	recommend	you	follow	the	ending	sequence	
in	the	video	link	I	gave	you	–	it’s	much	more	effective.	But	however	you	
choose	to	finish	the	trick	the	fact	is	that	it’s	fun	and	gets	a	lot	of	laughs.	I	
encourage	you	to	give	it	a	try.		
	
Do	you	have	another	trick	you	like	to	do?	If	so,	let	us	know.		Meanwhile,	
Alacazam!	Let’s	get	to	the	next	chapter…	
	



Day	26:	Lava,	Lava	Everywhere	But	Not	a	Drop	to	Drink?	
	
By	day	26	I’d	pretty	much	done	everything	I	wanted	to	in	the	Overworld	so	it	
was	finally	time	to	get	back	to	The	Nether	–	a	vile	underworld	filled	with	
strange	creatures	like	Zombie	Pigmen,	Blazes,	Ghasts,	and	more.	Not	to	
mention	lots	and	lots	of	LAVA	--	yikes!	Here’s	a	typical	view	of	The	Nether	
and	if	you	are	like	most	people	you	will	say	‘yuck!”	

	
And	yet	I’d	like	to	challenge	you	to	see	the	beauty	of	all	things	–	yes	even	The	
Nether.	Yes	I	know	The	Nether	is	scary,	full	of	danger,	and	pretty	much	is	all	
red,	black	and	orange,	and	yet…there	is	still	beauty	to	be	seen	if	you	only	
look.	Remember	chapter	13	where	we	talked	about	the	value	of	changing	
your	perspective?	Well,	try	that	technique	when	you	are	in	The	Nether	next	
time	and	I’ll	be	you’ll	notice	some	things	that	are	beautiful	in	their	own	way	
–	for	example,	the	way	Ghasts	float	in	the	air,	the	perfect	marching	
formations	of	the	Zombie	Pigmen,	and	even	the	awe	inspired	by	the	sight	of	
a	Wither.	Truly	there	is	beauty,	even	in	The	Nether,	if	you	will	just	try	to	see	
it.		
	 	
Meanwhile,	I’m	going	to	assume	that	you	already	know	that	in	order	to	get	
to	The	Nether	you	have	to	build	a	Nether	Portal	that	looks	something	like	
this…	



	
If	you	don’t	know	how	to	do	this	yet,	here’s	a	YouTube	video	for	you	from	
Jax	and	I:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKPqzjGqY6c	
	
Meanwhile	before	we	even	get	into	tips	about	what	do	to	in	The	Nether,	let	
me	first	give	you	a	very	important	tip	from	Jax	about	your	Nether	Portal.	
Please	do	not	forget	this	tip.	When	you	first	travel	through	your	portal	and	
make	it	into	The	Nether	you’ll	likely	be	very	excited	about	your	new	
surroundings,	however	there	is	something	you	need	to	do	immediately	
upon	making	it	to	The	Nether	–	do	you	know	what	it	is?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Surround	your	portal	with	stone.		
B.	Find	the	nearest	Zombie	Pigmen	and	start	making	some	
Nether	Bacon.	
C.	Jump	into	the	lava	and	take	a	fire	bath	
D.	Do	something	else	

	
If	you	said	Option	A	then	I	applaud	you	my	friend	because	that	is…	
Jax’s	Tip:	The	first	thing	you	should	do	when	you	enter	The	Nether	is	to	
protect	your	portal	by	surrounding	it	with	stone.		



	
Now	you	may	not	need	to	go	to	the	extremes	shown	in	this	pic	but	the	fact	is	
that	you	should	consider	putting	stone	around	your	portal.	Why?	Because	
Ghasts	love	to	wreak	havoc	portals	with	their	fireballs	and	if	left	unchecked	
your	fancy	portal	will	soon	go	up	in	smoke	–	oh	sure,	it’s	true	that	a	fireball	
may	not	destroy	your	obsidian	portal	blocks,	but	those	fireballs	could	cause	
your	portal	to	lose	it’s	activating	ability	and	the	only	ways	to	relight	that	
would	be	with	flint	and	steel,	a	fire	charge	(not	easy	to	come	by),	or	some	
lava	(which	you’ll	need	a	bucket	to	carry)	–	having	to	relight	it	is	a	bit	of	a	
pain	so	do	yourself	a	favor	and	protect	your	portal	with	some	fireproof	stone	
(you	probably	have	a	lot	of	cobblestone	in	your	inventory	that	you	are	
looking	to	get	rid	of,	right?	Well	this	is	a	great	use	for	it).	
	
Hey,	how	about	Option	B	–	see	Zombie	Pigmen,	attack	Zombie	Pigmen?	Ah,	
that	would	be	a	BIG	mistake,	dude…	
Jax’s	Tip:	Leave	zombie	pigmen	alone	–	unless	you	want	to	fight	ALL	of	
them!		



	
Did	you	know	that	if	you	hit	just	one	zombie	pigman	not	only	will	that	one	
attack	you	back,	but	all	his	zombie	pigmen	friends	will	come	after	you	as	
well	–	not	cool!	Worse	yet,	these	guys	will	never	stop	coming	after	you	until	
either	you	die	or	you	kill	them.	If	you	can’t	get	rid	of	them,	then	pretty	much	
the	only	way	to	stop	them	from	coming	after	you	is	to	run	and	hide	in	a	fully	
enclosed	space	that	is	far	enough	away	from	them	and	then	wait	for	them	to	
despawn	–	which	is	a	big	waste	of	time.		
	
As	for	Option	C,	unless	you’ve	given	yourself	a	Potion	of	Fire	Resistance	then	
jumping	in	lava	is	probably	not	going	to	end	well	for	you.	Hey,	did	you	know	
this	Tip	from	Jax	–	if	you	eat	a	Golden	Apple,	you’ll	also	have	Fire	
Resistance	for	a	time	as	well!	
	
Do	you	do	something	else	when	you	first	enter	The	Nether?	If	so,	let	us	
know.	
	
Meanwhile,	let	me	tell	you	something	you	should	never	do	when	you	are	in	
The	Nether	–	go	to	sleep!		
Jax’s	Tip:	Do	NOT,	I	repeat	do	NOT,	try	to	go	to	sleep	in	a	bed	in	The	
Nether	–	if	you	do	you	will	explode!		



	
Want	to	see	this	in	action,	watch	Shane	D’s	YouTube	vid:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frtjJAcxni8		
And	by	the	way,	if	you	want	to	make	something	explode	in	The	Nether	but	
you	don’t	have	any	TNT,	try	a	bed	instead.	Oh,	and	one	more	thing,	the	same	
rule	applies	for	The	End	(beds	explode	there	too!)	
	
OK,	now	that	we	got	that	out	of	the	way,	let’s	talk	about	the	#1	thing	you	
are	trying	to	accomplish	in	The	Nether	–	get	blaze	rods	(LOTS	of	them).	

	
	Everything	else	in	The	Nether	is	just	gravy.	Sure	some	will	say	that	you	will	
want	to	get	Nether	Wart	(because	that	is	a	key	ingredient	in	a	lot	of	potions)	
but	that’s	just	extra	credit	in	my	book	and	not	required.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	You	can’t	finish	the	game	of	Minecraft	(and	get	to	The	End)	
without	getting	blaze	rods	because	you’ll	need	them	to	make	Blaze	
Powder…	



	
Jax’s	Tip:	Blaze	Power	is	a	key	ingredient	in	making	Eyes	of	Ender…	

	
Jax’s	Tip:	Eyes	of	Ender	are	needed	to	find	The	End	Portal.	

	
Wow,	that	sounds	like	a	LOT	of	work!	That’s	true,	but	my	point	is	that	
finding	blaze	rods	will	most	likely	be	your	#1	mission	while	you	are	in	The	
Nether	and	do	get	blaze	rods	you’ll	need	to	find…Blazes!		



	
As	you	can	see	from	the	picture	a	blaze	is	surrounded	by	blaze	rods	so	if	you	
can	destroy	a	Blaze,	there’s	a	good	chance	you’ll	get	a	blaze	rod	(although	
don’t	expect	to	get	them	all,	because	in	our	experience	you	only	get	one	
blaze	rod	per	blaze).		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Battling	with	Blazes	–	3	Quick	Tips:	
1.	Did	you	know	that	one	of	the	best	weapons	against	a	Blaze	is	a	
snowball?	

		



It’s	true.	And	to	save	space	in	your	inventory,	store	massive	amounts	of	
snowballs	in	the	form	of	snow	blocks	–	then	you	can	use	your	shovel	to	
break	them	back	into	snowballs	when	you	need	them.		 	
2.	If	you	find	a	blaze	spawner,	do	NOT	immediately	destroy	it.	Instead	
let	the	blazes	spawn	and	destroy	them	one	by	one	until	you	get	enough	
blaze	rods.		Better	yet,	turn	that	spawner	into	a	mob	farm	and	let	a	mob	
grinder	do	the	work	for	you.	Here’s	a	great	vid	on	the	subject	from	
MagneticMinecraft:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMqtK4msJtw	
Now	if	only	getting	blaze	rods	was	so	easy	for	the	rest	of	us,	huh?		
3.	For	most	people	the	best	way	to	find	a	blaze	spawner	and	blazes,	
you’ll	need	to	locate	a	Nether	Fortress.	Here	is	one	example>>>>	

	
Notice	the	classic	combination	of	buildings	made	up	of	stairs,	bridges,	fences,	
etc.	That’s	what	you’re	looking	for.	Sometimes	is	take	a	while	to	find	one,	but	
Minecraft	Wiki	notes	that	“Nether	fortress	tend	to	cluster	together	in	strips	
that	run	north	and	south.	Tip:	When	you're	searching	for	your	first	
nether	fortress,	traveling	east	or	west	will	give	you	the	best	chances	of	
running	into	one.	If	you	travel	north	or	south,	you	could	travel	a	long	
distance	between	two	strips	of	fortresses.	But	if	you	have	already	found	a	
fortress,	you	should	travel	either	north	or	south	to	find	another,	which	will	
likely	be	within	a	few	hundred	blocks.”		
	
Now	let’s	turn	to	Ghasts.	



	
These	guys	are	no	joke.	We’ve	already	talked	about	how	if	you	don’t	pay	
attention	to	your	portal	a	Ghast	or	two	can	easily	come	by	and	destroy	it	so	
you	can’t	just	ignore	Ghasts	(at	least	not	until	you	protect	your	portal).		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	4	Ways	to	Deal	with	Ghasts	
1.	HIDE!	Build	a	small	wall	of	stone	about	3	blocks	high	so	the	Ghasts	
can’t	see	you	–	this	should	slow	or	even	stop	them	from	attacking	you.	
You	can	use	this	technique	as	soon	as	you	enter	The	Nether	if	there	is	a	
Ghast	nearby	and	you	are	concerned	it	might	destroy	your	portal	before	you	
have	time	to	protect	it.	By	building	the	wall	and	hiding	from	The	Ghast,	
they’ll	often	stop	attacking	you	(and	your	portal),	so	you	can	build	your	
portal	in	peace.	
2.	Become	an	expert	with	the	Bow	and	Arrow.	Ghasts	fly	and	they	move	
fast.	They	also	attack	you	from	pretty	far	away.	So	the	best	way	to	beat	a	
Ghast	is	to	shoot	at	them	with	arrows.	In	order	to	do	this	well,	you	need	to	
practice.	So,	when	you	are	in	a	safe(r)	place	(like	the	Overworld),	practice	
shooting	arrows	at	long	distances.	Once	you	become	good	hitting	targets	
over	50	blocks	away,	you’ll	be	on	the	right	track.	Next	you	need	to	keep	this	
same	accuracy	but	be	able	to	do	it	quickly	–	if	you	can	complete	your	aim	
and	shot	within	just	one	bow’s	aiming	charge	cycle,	and	still	hit	9	of	every	10	
targets	then	you’ll	be	an	expert!	
3.	If	a	Ghast	comes	close	enough,	hook	them	with	a	fishing	rod,	then	you	
can	reel	them	in	and	hit	them	with	your	sword.		
4.	Build	a	Shooting	Gallery:	a	popular	strategy	to	battle	a	Ghast	is	to	build	a	
small	stone	shelter	(3-4	blocks	high)	around	yourself.	Place	a	hole	in	the	top	
and	a	ladder	in	the	hole.	Then	put	another	3-4	block	wide	roof	over	that	hole	
that	is	2	blocks	above	the	original	shelter	–	this	will	give	you	enough	room	to	



stand	on	the	ladder	and	fire	your	bow	and	arrow	at	the	Ghast	while	keeping	
you	protected	in	your	stone	shelter.		
	
Next	let’s	talk	about	Wither	Skeleton’s.	As	you	can	see,	they	are	bigger	than	
normal	skeletons…	

	
You	can	expect	to	see	a	Wither	Skeleton	when	you	find	a	Nether	Fortress	
and	many	people	consider	them	to	be	a	formidable	foe	because	Wither	
Skeletons	will	run	to	attack	you!	In	terms	of	destroying	a	Wither	there	is	
nothing	especially	difficulty	about	it	as	they	have	the	same	number	of	hearts	
as	other	hostile	mobs	like	Skeletons	and	Zombies	(10	hearts)	but	the	issue	is	
how	the	Withers	attack	you	--	Wither	Skeletons	use	a	stone	sword	and	while	
that	doesn’t	sound	like	it	will	do	a	lot	of	damage	on	it’s	own	the	real	problem	
is	that	(Jax’s	Tip)	if	a	Wither	Skeleton	hits	you	you’ll	suffer	The	Wither	
Effect	–	for	10	seconds	your	hearts	will	turn	black	as	you	slowly	start	to	die	
–	how	many	hearts	you	lose	depends	on	what	difficulty	level	you’re	playing	
(from	4	on	Easy	to	7	on	Normal	to	10	on	Hard).	
Did	you	know?	
1)	According	to	Minecraft	Gamepedia,	“On	Halloween,	wither	skeletons	have	
a	22.5%	chance	of	spawning	wearing	a	pumpkin	and	a	2.5%	chance	of	
spawning	wearing	a	jack	o'lantern.”	Now	that’s	spooky!	
2)	The	same	reference	also	tells	us	that	when	a	spider	spawns	in	The	Nether	
there	is	approx.	a	1%	chance	that	it	will	spawn	with	a	Wither	Skeleton	as	it’s	
jockey!		



	
	
And	finally	let’s	turn	to	perhaps	one	of	the	most	rare	mobs	in	the	entire	
game	–	the	elusive	Chicken	Jockey!	These	can	take	the	form	of	baby	
zombies	or	(as	in	the	picture	below)	a	baby	zombie	pigman	who	is	riding	a	
chicken.		

	
Chicken	Zombie’s	are	not	necessarily	hard	to	kill,	but	they	are	kind	of	cool	in	
my	opinion.	In	addition,	they	can	be	quite	valuable	–	sometimes	dropping	a	



gold	nugget/ingot	or	even	a	golden	sword	–	so	don’t	overlook	them	if	you	
see	one.		
	
Wow,	that	was	a	long	chapter,	huh?	Well,	the	bottom	line	is	that	there	is	no	
doubt	that	The	Nether	can	certainly	be	scary,	but	at	the	same	time,	The	
Nether	can	also	be	beautiful	–	sure	it’s	different,	but	it’s	kind	of	cool,	huh?	
And	just	like	fine	art	or	music,	it’s	also	beautiful	if	you	take	the	time	to	
notice.		
	
References:	
1.	The	Wither:	http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Wither_Skeleton		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson		 (Everything	is	beautiful	in	it’s	time)	
I	wrote	in	the	Minecraft	Scenario	above	that	everything	has	beauty	if	you	
only	look.	Well	now	I	want	to	take	it	a	step	further	and	let	you	know	that	
everything	is	also	beautiful	in	it’s	own	time.	See	that	girl	whose	face	is	
covered	in	pimples	in	the	class	next	door,	or	how	about	that	boy	who’s	so	
awkward	and	gangly	as	he’s	growing	up	in	middle	school,	or	even	the	kid	
who	doesn’t	take	care	of	his	appearance	and	is	just	a	mess?	In	all	cases	you’ll	
probably	not	give	them	a	second	glance	because	you	don’t	think	they	are	
good	looking	and	they	are	likely	not	part	of	the	cool	kids	crowd,	right?	Well,	
my	friend,	that	would	be	a	mistake	because	I	can’t	tell	you	how	many	times	
one	of	these	ugly	ducklings	in	school	later	turns	out	to	be	gorgeous	later	in	
life.	The	fact	is	that	not	everybody	develops	their	beauty	at	the	same	
time	–	some	simply	take	longer	than	others.	You	have	to	give	people	a	
chance	to	grow	into	their	beauty	but	I	promise	you	this	–	EVERYBODY	is	
beautiful	at	some	point	in	their	lives.		
	
Now	lest	you	think	I	am	being	totally	superficial,	let	me	level	set	things	for	
you	–	I	am	not	just	talking	about	how	someone	looks	on	the	outside	because	
beauty	(real	beauty	that	lasts	forever)	is	actually	on	the	inside.	One	of	my	
favorite	books	is	called	The	Little	Prince	and	it	was	written	by	an	author	
named	Antoine	de	Saint-Exupéry.	I’m	not	going	to	go	into	the	story	itself	
because	I	hope	you	will	take	the	time	to	read	it	and	appreciate	it,	but	I	do	
want	to	give	you	a	takeaway	from	the	book	that	applies	for	us	here.	You	see,	
the	fact	is	that	many	people	will	classify	The	Little	Prince	as	only	a	children’s	
book	and	thus	dismiss	it	as	‘just	for	kids.’	I	believe	that	you	are	making	a	
mistake	if	you	do	that	because	the	book	has	a	very	powerful	life	lesson	to	
teach	all	of	us	and	this	is	it	“one	sees	clearly	only	with	the	heart,	anything	
essential	is	invisible	to	the	eyes.”		



	
Do	you	see	the	beauty	of	that	lesson	–	so	many	of	us	only	judge	people	or	
things	by	what	we	see	on	the	surface	and	we	don’t	take	the	time	to	look	
inside	–	even	though	we	know	it’s	what’s	inside	that	counts.		Maybe	you	are	a	
person	blessed	with	beauty	on	the	outside	–	if	so,	that’s	awesome	–	but	the	
fact	is	that	superficial	beauty	doesn’t	last	forever	–	everything	on	the	outside	
fades	away	with	time.	It’s	important	to	not	only	develop	your	own	inner	
beauty	but	also	to	take	the	time	to	see	what’s	inside	others	too.		
	
There’s	an	old	saying	that	I’m	sure	you’ve	heard	“don’t	judge	a	book	by	its	
cover.”	That’s	true	for	people	too.	You	can’t	assume	that	just	because	
someone	is	beautiful	on	the	outside	that	they	are	beautiful	on	the	inside	too	
–	and	vice	versa,	just	because	someone	may	not	look	beautiful	outside,	
doesn’t	mean	they	are	not	beautiful	inside	–	but	if	you	never	take	the	time	to	
find	out,	you’ll	never	know	–	and	that	would	be	sad.		
	
Same	goes	for	the	way	you	look	at	the	world.	Do	you	remember	Chapter	13	
and	our	discussion	about	‘changing	your	perspective?’	Well	that	lesson	
applies	here	as	well:	all	too	often	we	look	at	someone	or	something	and	if	
they	don’t	fit	our	narrow	definition	of	what’s	beautiful	we	move	on.	I	want	
to	challenge	you	to	change	your	mindset	–	take	the	time	to	see	the	
beauty	in	all	things.	Here	are	some	examples:	
1.	A	spider?	Most	people	would	say	yuck,	but	what	if	that	spider	could	
unlock	the	cure	for	cancer	that	might	save	your	grandmother?	
2.		A	petrified	tree?	It	may	not	look	like	much	but	take	a	picture	of	that	with	
your	phone,	turn	it	into	a	black	and	white	print	and	hang	it	on	your	wall	and	
you’ve	got	a	work	of	art	to	make	your	friends	jealous.		
3.	A	plastic	bag	floating	in	the	wind?	Check	out	this	clip	from	the	movie	
American	Beauty:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tB0th8vNLxo		
	
Please	don’t	shortchange	your	life	and	miss	out	on	so	much	of	the	
beauty	of	this	world	by	not	taking	the	time	to	appreciate	it.	There	is	so	
much	that	is	beautiful	in	your	life	–	if	you	only	take	the	time	to	look.	



Day	27:	Give	Up?	Not	Bloody	Likely!	
	
It’s	just	human	nature	that	everybody	likes	to	‘win,’	right?	Knowing	this,	
Mojang	added	“The	Ender”	dimension	(later	changing	the	name	to	just	“The	
End)	during	their	beta	testing	and	gave	players	the	opportunity	to	‘win’	the	
game	of	Minecraft	(sort	of)	by	defeating	The	Ender	Dragon.		

	
I’ll	be	honest	with	you,	I	am	not	a	fan	of	destroying	the	Ender	Dragon	–	in	
fact	I	actually	get	kind	of	sad	at	the	prospect	of	it.	Oh	sure,	don’t	get	me	
wrong,	I’ve	been	to	The	End,	and	yes,	Jax	and	I	have	indeed	taken	down	the	
Ender	Dragon	and	‘won’	Minecraft	(after	all	everybody	has	to	do	it	at	least	
once,	right?)	but	the	process	of	defeating	the	Ender	Dragon	(while	certainly	
difficult)	is	actually	very	melodramatic.	I	know,	I	know,	I’m	getting	all	sappy	
on	you	and	perhaps	overthinking	things	(Minecraft	is	‘only	a	game’	right?),	
but	I	just	can’t	help	it.	Remember	how	we	talked	about	seeing	the	beauty	in	
all	things?	Well	to	me,	the	Ender	Dragon	is	one	of	the	most	beautiful	
sights	in	all	of	Minecraft	–	far	from	finding	the	beast	scary,	I	actually	see	
the	Ender	Dragon	as	majestic	and	to	be	admired.	Consider	this,	when	you	
come	to	The	End,	there	is	no	doubt	that	you	are	in	the	presence	of	a	creature	
that	is	the	ruler	of	it’s	world	--	nowhere	else	in	Minecraft	can	you	see	such	a	
sight	--	and	when	I	watch	the	Ender	Dragon	flying	around	and	showing	its	
awesome	power,	the	last	thing	I	want	to	do	it	destroy	that	beautiful	creature	
–	especially	when	the	actual	mechanics	of	killing	the	Ender	Dragon	are	so	
hard	to	swallow	(it	reminded	me	a	bit	of	the	killing	of	Aslan	in	C.S.	Lewis’	
book	The	Lion,	The	Witch,	and	The	Wardrobe).	I’ve	only	destroyed	the	Ender	
Dragon	one	time	and	I	doubt	I	will	do	it	again	because	I	did	not	‘feel	like	a	
winner’	when	I	did	it,	but	instead	I	felt	as	if	I	had	just	robbed	my	Minecraft	
world	of	an	irreplaceable	treasure.	L	
	



OK,	enough	of	being	sappy.	I’ll	come	down	off	my	soapbox	now	and	get	back	
to	the	game	tips	–	and	yes	I	will	even	explain	to	you	how	to	destroy	the	
Ender	Dragon	if	that	is	your	goal.	But	first	off,	in	order	to	be	able	to	fight	
with	the	Ender	Dragon	you	have	to	know	how	to	find	the	location	of	The	
End.	
Like	The	Nether,	The	End	is	also	another	dimension	–	that	means	no	amount	
of	digging	in	The	Overworld	will	get	you	there.	You	have	to	travel	to	that	
dimension	via	a	portal	–	in	the	case	of	The	End,	that	would	be	an	End	Portal.		

	
	
It’s	true	that	you	can	create	your	own	end	portal	(most	likely	in	Creative	
Mode),	however	it’s	actually	quite	difficult	and	you	have	to	position	all	your	
blocks	just	right	or	you’ll	be	S.O.L.	This	is	so	important	that	I’m	going	to	say	
it	again	and	make	it	a	KEY	TIP	from	Jax:	in	order	for	your	end	portal	to	
work,	all	the	blocks	of	your	frame	MUST	be	oriented	correctly,	
otherwise	it	will	not	function.	MANY,	many	people	try	to	build	an	end	
portal	and	get	frustrated	that	it	doesn’t	work	(I	was	one	of	them!)	but	the	
problem	is	because	your	frame	was	not	built	correctly.	The	best	resource	I	
have	found	on	this	topic	(with	pics	to	show	you	the	proper	orientation	of	the	
frame	blocks)	is	here:	http://www.planetminecraft.com/project/how-to-
make-an-end-portal-while-in-creative-tutorial/	
	
Let’s	assume	that	you’re	not	going	to	build	your	own	end	portal	and	instead	
are	going	to	try	to	play	the	game	the	normal	way	–	by	finding	the	end	portal.		
Jax’s	Tip:	How	to	Find	the	End	Portal	Location:		
In	order	to	locate	the	end	portal	(which	is	underground),	you’ll	need	a	few	
things:	specifically	some	Eyes	of	Ender.		



	
	
How	to	you	get	an	Eye	of	Ender	(or	better	yet	a	lot	of	them?)	Well,	you’ll	
need	to	take	out	some	endermen	and	get	them	to	drop	their	enderpearls	
because,	as	you	can	see,	enderpearls	can	be	turned	into	eyes	of	ender…	

	
	
Now	before	you	get	all	excited	and	think	‘hey,	this	is	going	to	be	easy,’	let	me	
also	tell	you	that	in	addition	to	enderpearls	you’ll	also	need	some	blaze	
powder	because	the	crafting	recipe	for	enderpearls	requires	it.		
Blaze	powder?	Where	am	I	supposed	to	get	that?	Well	remember	all	those	
blaze	rods	you	got	from	The	Nether?	Now	is	finally	the	time	to	use	them	–	
simply	grind	the	rods	up	on	your	crafting	table	into	blaze	powder:	

	
	
Once	you	have	your	enderpearls	and	your	blaze	powder,	you’re	ready	to	
craft	your	eyes	of	ender:	



	
	
How	many	eyes	do	you	need?	At	least	12,	in	reality	probably	about	3-10	
more,	so	just	to	be	safe	let’s	say	you	should	craft	at	least	15.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Once	you	have	your	eyes	of	ender,	you’ll	first	use	them	to	find	
the	location	of	the	end	portal	as	follows:	throw	one	Eye	of	Ender	in	the	air	
and	follow	where	it	goes	because	it	will	travel	towards	the	direction	of	the	
underground	end	portal.		

	
It	may	take	multiple	throws	of	an	Eye	of	Ender	to	find	the	end	portal	and	
your	Eye	of	Ender	may	break	apart,	get	lost,	etc.	so	that’s	why	you’ll	want	to	
have	extra,	but	eventually	your	Eye	of	Ender	will	bury	itself	in	the	ground	and	
no	longer	travel	any	further	–	that	is	the	location	of	a	fortress	underground	
which	is	where	your	portal	to	The	End	is	located!	
	
Jax’s	VERY	IMPORTANT	TIP:	Before	you	starting	digging,	check	your	
inventory	and	make	sure	you	have	at	least	12	eyes	of	ender	left.	If	you	
don’t	have	12	eyes	of	ender	then	do	NOT	go	down	to	the	portal	yet,	craft	
some	more.		
	
Once	you	confirm	you	have	those	12	eyes	of	ender	left,	then	you’ll	need	to	
dig	down	to	get	to	the	fortress,	clear	it	out,	and	then	approach	the	portal.		
	



And	then	you	just	jump	in,	right?	Wrong.	The	End	Portal	you	find	in	the	
fortress	is	not	yet	complete	and	will	look	like	this:	

	
	
Jax’s	Tip:	How	to	Finish	the	End	Portal	so	you	can	use	it	–	actually	this	
part	is	not	that	hard	(provided	you	brought	those	12	eyes	of	ender	with	you	
I	told	you	to!).	At	this	point	you	just	need	to	put	your	12	eyes	of	ender	into	
the	blocks	in	the	frame	and	make	it	look	like	this:	

	
Once	you	put	all	12	eyes	in	place	the	portal	will	activate	and	you	can	travel	
to	The	End	by	just	jumping	inside.		
	
BUT	WAIT	–	don’t	jump	in	so	fast!	Make	sure	you	are	prepared	before	you	
do	to	The	End,	because	of	this	TIP:	once	you	jump	in,	you	cannot	get	back	
to	The	Overworld	dimension	without	either	dying	or	destroying	the	
Ender	Dragon	so	be	fully	prepared	before	you	travel	to	The	End.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	Gear	Up	for	The	End	–	6	Supply	Types	You’re	Gonna	Need	to	
Win	
1.	Weapons:	you’ll	need	something	to	battle	the	Ender	Dragon	(and	all	those	
endermen)	with.	Most	people	will	say	a	Bow	is	best	and	it’s	hard	to	argue	
with	that	logic	since	endermen	have	a	habit	of	moving	around	and	the	Ender	



Dragon	does	fly,	however	you	could	do	it	all	with	a	sword	too.	If	you	use	the	
bow	strategy	just	be	sure	to	bring	LOTS	of	arrows	(remember	you	can’t	
come	back	to	The	Overworld	to	restock!).	As	for	enchantments,	if	you	use	a	
bow	you	might	want	to	consider	trying	Infinity	(so	you	bow	will	give	you	
nearly	400	shots	before	breaking),	and	Power.	For	a	sword,	Power	and	
Unbreaking	would	be	a	good	idea.		
2.	Armor:	Minecraft	Gamepedia	confirms	that	the	Ender	Dragon	has	the	
most	strength	of	any	hostile	mob	in	the	game	so	that	means	when	he	hits	
you,	he	hurts	you!	Most	likely	you’ll	want	enchanted	iron	or	diamond	armor	
(and	enchanted	diamond	would	be	even	better!).	Consider	the	following	
enchantments:	Protection,	Fire	Protection,	and	Feather	Falling	(on	your	
boots	because	as	you	see	in	the	next	chapter,	it’s	easy	to	fall	a	long	way	
dooooooowwwwwn!).	
3.	Food:	you	might	be	there	awhile	and	you	still	gotta	eat.	Don’t	forget	the	
power	of	the	Golden	Apple	(Food,	Fire	Resistance,	and	Regeneration	all	in	
one!)	
4.	Potions:	these	are	even	more	importantly	if	you	don’t	use	enchantments	
and/or	don’t	bring	those	Golden	Apples.	Consider	brining	Regeneration	
and/or	Healing	potions	as	pretty	much	a	must.	And	then	whatever	else	floats	
your	boat:	Strength,	Invisibility,		Swiftness,	Fire	Resistance	–	they’re	all	good.		
5.	Blocks	of	dirt	or	stone:	you’ll	see	why	in	the	next	chapter	–	just	bring	at	
least	one	full	stack	of	64.	You’ll	also	want	a	shovel	(if	you	bring	dirt)	or	a	
pickaxe	(if	you	bring	the	stone).	You	could	also	consider	bringing	ladders	too	
but	I	find	these	a	bit	of	a	pain	to	work	with	in	The	End.		
6.	Optional	items:	snowballs	(you’ll	see	why	in	the	next	chapter).		
	
You	got	all	that	stuff?	All	right	then,	what	are	you	waiting	for,	let’s	go	to	The	
End…	
	
References:	
1.	All	about	The	End:	http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/The_End		
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson:	The	Power	of	Persistence	
This	is	a	family	pic	of	our	dog	Bella.	



	
Bella	is	a	Yorkshire	Terrier	who	weighs	less	than	10	pounds	and	yet	rules	
our	household	–	we	call	her	‘The	Commander”	because	she	basically	gets	
whatever	she	wants.	Now	this	is	not	to	say	that	we	just	give	in	to	her	
automatically	–	very	often	we’ll	tell	her	“No,”	however	Bella	doesn’t	really	
take	“No”	for	an	answer	because	Bella	understands	the	Power	of	
Persistence.	It’s	a	Life	Lesson	that	I	have	learned	from	Bella	and	which	I	
want	to	share	with	you	now.	
	
The	fact	is	that	in	life	we	are	all	going	to	be	told	“NO”	many	times	over.	When	
we	hear	the	word	“No”	we	can	either	choose	to	accept	it	(which	is	what	most	
people	do)	or	we	can	reject	it	and	keep	asking	for	what	we	want.	Bella	
chooses	to	keep	asking	because	Bella	understands	that	power	of	persistence	
–	as	a	result,	she	pretty	much	eventually	always	gets	what	she	wants.		I	
believe	you	should	consider	doing	the	same.	
	
I	don’t	know	if	you	read	The	Bible	or	not	and	I’m	not	hear	to	preach	to	you	
but	there	is	a	lot	of	wisdom	to	be	found	inside	those	pages	and	one	such	
example	is	from	The	Gospel	of	Matthew,	Chapter	7,	in	which	Jesus	instructs	
his	disciples	to	“Ask	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek	and	you	will	find;	



knock	and	the	door	will	be	opened	to	you.	For	everyone	who	asks	
receives;	he	who	seeks	finds;	and	to	him	who	knocks,	the	door	will	be	
opened.”		
	
If	you	really	want	something	you	have	to	ask	for	it	and	even	if	you	get	told	
“No”	you	have	to	keep	asking.	Now	I’m	not	going	to	sit	here	and	tell	you	that	
you	will	always	get	what	you	want	–	the	fact	is	that	you	probably	don’t	really	
NEED	everything	you	are	asking	for	and	it’s	probably	a	good	thing	that	you	
do	NOT	get	everything	you	ask	for	because	then	you’ll	just	end	up	spoiled	
(and	yes	Bella	is	spoiled	and	that’s	not	necessarily	a	good	thing!).	But,	if	
there	is	something	that	you	really	want	and	it	would	honestly	do	you	good	to	
have	it,	then	I	recommend	that	you	keep	asking	for	it.	When	you	are	talking	
to	the	person	you	are	making	the	request	of,	be	sure	to	clearly	explain	WHY	
and	HOW	getting	what	you	want	will	honestly	help	you.	In	addition,	I	
recommend	you	also	tell	that	person	what’s	in	it	for	them	–	perhaps	if	they	
help	you	with	whatever	you	want,	you	can	in	turn	help	them	with	
something,	or	maybe	what	you	want	will	benefit	both	of	you,	or	etc.	–	you	get	
the	idea.	It	can’t	be	just	all	about	you.	Make	it	important	to	them	too.	Make	
them	want	to	help	you.		
	
In	addition,	you	should	consider	being	persistent	over	time.	Always	
remember	this	“God’s	Delays	Are	Not	God’s	Denials”	and	that	applies	to	what	
you	ask	of	other	people	too,	so	just	because	you	get	told	‘No’	today	doesn’t	
mean	you’ll	get	told	“No”	tomorrow,	or	next	week,	or	next	year.	Don’t	
assume	someone	will	keep	saying	“No,”	you’ll	never	know	unless	you	keep	
asking.	Consider	changing	your	perspective	(remember	that	from	chapter	
13?),	and	think	of	it	this	way	‘for	every	NO	you	get	told,	you’re	now	one	step	
closer	to	getting	a	YES	next	time!’		
	
If	you	keep	asking,	and	you	talk	about	what’s	in	it	for	everybody,	you’ll	be	
amazed	at	how	you	start	getting	more	of	what	you	want.		
	
Be	persistent!		
	
Don’t	give	up!		
	
Be	like	Bella	and	keep	asking!	



Day	28:	Is	This	The	End?		

So	it	was	Day	28	and	I	was	all	geared	up	–	ready	to	take	the	plunge	into	The	
End	Portal.	Jax	and	I	had	made	it	to	the	final	dimension	at	long	last.	And	our	
reward?	We	got	to	battle	a	bunch	of	endermen	and	the	dreaded	Ender	
Dragon!	Yippee.	Here’s	pretty	much	what	it	looks	like…	

	

Before	we	turn	to	the	Ender	Dragon	himself,	let’s	first	talk	about	how	to	deal	
with	all	those	endermen.	After	all,	pretty	much	any	way	you	turn	you’ll	be	
forced	to	look	an	enderman	in	the	eyes	and,	as	you	know	from	an	earlier	tip	
that’s	not	a	good	idea.	Is	there	a	way	to	avoid	looking	an	endermen	in	the	
eyes?	Actually	there	is	and	it’s…	
Jax’s	TIP:	If	you	wear	a	pumpkin	on	your	head,	the	endermen	won’t	be	
able	to	see	your	eyes	and	thus	you	won’t	have	to	fight	them.		



	
That’s	the	good	news;	now	for	the	bad	news	–	Jax’s	Tip:	If	you	wear	a	
pumpkin	on	your	head	YOU	won’t	be	able	to	see	very	well	either	–	check	
it	out:	

	
You’ll	have	to	decide	if	the	benefits	of	the	pumpkin	are	worth	the	hassle	but	
the	trick	does	work	if	you	need	it.	Personally	I	don’t	wear	a	pumpkin,	but	I	
know	a	lot	of	people	who	do.	If	you	decide	not	to,	just	be	sure	that	you	have	
all	the	gear	I	recommended	in	the	last	chapter	and	you’ll	be	fine.		
	
As	for	how	to	fight	the	endermen,	consider…	
Jax’s	TIP:	4	Endermen	Combat	Tips:	



	
1)	Play	Hide	and	Seek	with	them:	You	remember	those	blocks	I	told	you	to	
bring?	Well	now	is	one	way	you	can	use	them	--	build	a	small	shelter	(just	a	
roof,	no	sides)	that	is	two	blocks	above	you	–	be	sure	it’s	only	two	blocks	
because	endermen	are	THREE	blocks	tall	and	thus	they	won’t	be	able	to	get	
under	your	roof.	You	simply	need	to	stay	under	your	shelter	and	attack	the	
legs	of	the	endermen	with	your	sword.		
2)	Stick	and	Move:	put	on	that	pumpkin	head	so	the	endermen	won’t	attack	
you	first,	grab	your	sword,	as	you	approach	the	endermen,	jump	up	and	hit	
the	endermen	with	your	sword	as	you’re	coming	down	for	extra	force	with	
your	swing.	Better	yet	use	a	sword	enchanted	with	Sharpness	for	extra	
damage	or	Fire	Aspect	(they’ll	teleport	away	if	you	set	them	on	fire	plus	take	
damage	too).	
3)	Get	The	All	Wet:	endermen	don’t	like	water	–	pour	a	bucket	of	water	on	
them	(or	lava)	and	they’ll	run	and	hide.	You	could	also	consider	flooding	the	
general	area	and	they	may	all	run	away!	
4)	Shoot	‘Em	Up:	start	using	the	fancy	bow	you	brought	with	you	and	do	
some	target	practice	on	the	endermen.		
	
And	now	(finally)	let’s	turn	to	the	Ender	Dragon.	If	you’re	frustrated	because	
the	Ender	Dragon	keeps	inflicting	damage	on	you	while	you	are	not	really	
hurting	him	at	all,	then	you	need…	
Jax’s	TIP:	Destroy	the	Ender	Crystals	BEFORE	you	battle	the	Ender	
Dragon.		
Here’s	what	you’re	looking	for:	



	
You	see	those	purple	things	glowing	at	the	top	of	those	obsidian	towers?	
Those	are	ender	crystals.	Here’s	a	close	up	view:	

	
You	have	to	destroy	each	of	these	crystals	in	order	to	start	doing	real	
damage	to	the	Ender	Dragon,	because	the	purpose	of	the	crystals	is	to	
restore	the	health	of	the	dragon!	There’s	no	set	number	that	you’ll	always	
get	so	you’ll	just	have	to	play	it	by	ear	as	to	how	many	you’ll	need	to	destroy.	
Keep	in	mind	that	most	of	the	crystals	will	be	high	in	the	sky,	but	that	
shouldn’t	cause	you	much	worry	because	if	you	brought	the	dirt	or	stone	
blocks	I	recommended	to	you	in	the	last	chapter	then	all	you	have	to	do	is	
quickly	build	a	noob	tower	up	to	each	one	and	you	shouldn’t	have	a	problem.	
BUT	keep	this	important	TIP	in	mind	–	the	ender	crystals	will	explode	
(like	TNT)	when	they	are	destroyed	so	I	wouldn’t	necessarily	get	too	close	
and	hit	them	with	your	sword	(you’re	better	off	building	your	noob	tower	



just	a	short	ways	away	from	the	ender	crystal	tower	and	shoot	the	crystal	
with	your	bow.	If	you	want	to	save	arrows,	you	could	shoot	the	crystals	with	
snowballs	if	you	brought	them	too.	Then	use	your	shovel	to	dig	out	the	dirt	
tower	and	get	back	down	(or	the	pickaxe	to	mine	the	stone).		
	
By	the	way,	the	Ender	Dragon	isn’t	going	to	just	sit	by	and	let	you	do	this	
without	a	fight.	He’ll	likely	try	to	knock	you	off	your	tower	and	if	that	
happens	you	may	well	fall	a	long	way	to	the	ground.	Do	you	know	how	to	
avoid	dying	in	this	situation?	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Pray		
B.	Pretend	to	be	a	cat	
C.	Wear	Enchanted	Boots	
D.	Do	something	else	
	

I	can’t	argue	with	option	A	or	B	–	after	all,	anything	is	possible	when	you	
pray	–	and	we	all	know	that	cats	always	land	on	their	feet,	however	you	are	
not	a	cat	so	even	if	you	do	land	on	your	feet,	you’ll	probably	still	die.	Jax	
recommends	option	C	–	wear	enchanted	boots	–	specifically	diamond	boots	
enchanted	with	Feather	Falling	–	that	should	do	the	trick.	Do	you	do	
something	different,	if	so,	we	want	to	hear	from	you.		
	
Is	there	any	way	to	avoid	damage	from	the	Ender	Dragon?		
Jax’s	Tip:	The	Ender	Dragon	cannot	destroy	the	following	types	of	
blocks:	obsidian,	end	stone	(most	of	what	The	End	of	made	of),	and	
bedrock.	You	could	bring	obsidian	with	you	or	you	could	just	mine	some	
end	stone	and	then	build	yourself	a	little	fort	(with	a	roof)	and	you	should	be	
just	fine	vs.	the	Ender	Dragon	–	he	will	roar	and	rage	(and	huff	and	puff)	but	
he	won’t	be	able	to	blow	your	house	down!	
	
Ok,	Ok,	I	hear	you	saying,	“come	on,	Mike,	stop	delaying	and	tell	me	how	to	
beat	the	Ender	Dragon?”	All	right,	stop	whining.	Here’s	the	deal…	
	
Jax’s	TIP:	4	Strategies	on	How	to	Beat	the	Ender	Dragon:	
Honestly	it’s	not	that	hard.	Sure	the	Ender	Dragon	will	fly	around,	scream,	
and	try	to	attack	you,	but	you	shouldn’t	have	much	difficulty.	Keep	in	mind	



that	the	Ender	Dragon	has	100	hearts	so	it	will	be	a	long	battle,	but	you	can	
do	most	of	it	from	the	safety	of	your	shelter	if	you	use	this	tip.		

	
1)	Shoot	it	with	your	arrows:	you	brought	plenty	of	arrows	like	I	told	you	
to,	right?	Then	take	your	time	and	shoot	away.	
2)	Hit	it	with	your	sword:	supposedly	a	sword	does	more	damage	per	hit	
than	an	arrow	on	the	ender	dragon	and	I	have	found	this	to	be	true	as	well.	
Wait	for	the	dragon	to	swoop	in	then	hit	it	on	the	head.		
3)	If	you	want	to	be	aggressive…you	can	build	a	noob	tower	(or	use	
ladders)	up	to	the	dragon’s	roost	and	go	after	him	there	too	instead	of	
waiting	for	him	to	always	come	after	you.		
4)	Eventually	the	Ender	Dragon	will	lose	all	its	hearts	and	that’s	when	
you	can	deliver	the	final	blow.	As	I	said	before,	I	find	the	destruction	of	
this	amazing	creature	to	be	a	bit	depressing	but	if	you	must,	you	must	so	
that’s	how	you	do	it.		
	
In	the	meantime,	keep	this	in	mind	--	if	you	are	ever	seriously	injured	at	any	
time	during	your	stay	in	The	End,	you	must	seek	protection	and	try	to	
restore	your	health.	Remember,	if	you	die	in	The	End	without	killing	the	
dragon,	you’ll	respawn	in	The	Overworld	and	that’s	a	big	waste	of	time.	So	if	
you	get	hurt	while	in	The	End,	you’ll	need	to	hide	and	get	out	of	harm’s	way.	
Once	you’re	safe,	then	you	can	use	your	potions,	golden	apples,	or	just	good	
old	time	and	regain	your	hearts	so	you	can	live	to	fight	another	day.		
	
Jax’s	Tip:	What	happens	when	you	kill	the	Ender	Dragon	
1)	The	Ender	Dragon	explodes	upon	death	so	don’t	stand	too	close!	



	
2)	The	End	Portal	will	reactivate	and	you	can	now	go	back	and	forth	
between	The	End	and	The	Overworld	at	your	leisure	(don’t	worry	the	
dragon	will	not	respawn).		
3)	You’ll	initiate	the	end	of	Minecraft	game	sequence	(see	the	next	chapter)…	
	
Jax’s	Fun	Facts:	
1)	Do	you	know	what	the	original	name	of	The	End	was?	
Actually	you	have	two	possible	answers	here	--	The	Far	Lands	or	The	Sky	
Dimension.	The	Far	Lands	was	(and	still	IS	in	the	Pocket	Edition)	the	far	end	
of	the	Overworld,	a	realm	full	of	strange	terrain	and	unusual	sights	(mostly	
due	to	mathematical	glitches)	that	looked	a	bit	like	this:	

	
The	Sky	Dimension	never	really	came	out	from	beta	testing	and	can	only	be	
accessed	now	via	certain	mods.	It	looks	something	like	this:	



	
According	to	various	sources,	when	Notch	and	his	crew	were	supposedly	
developing	The	Nether	and	it’s	counterpart	dimension,	eventually	they	just	
decided	to	get	rid	of	the	Far	Lands	and	morph	it	all	with	The	Sky	Dimension	
to	create	what	we	now	know	as	The	End.		
2)	The	End	is	not	a	very	big	biome	–	outside	of	the	main	location	where	the	
battle	is,	you’ll	only	find	some	floating	islands	and	The	Void	–	you	can	die	if	
you	jump	into	The	Void!	

	
	
	
References:	
1.	The	End:	http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/The_End	
	
2.	Battling	with	the	Ender	Dragon:	
http://www.gamefaqs.com/boards/728005-minecraft-playstation-3-
edition/69703379	
	



3.	The	Far	Lands	and	Sky	Dimension	notes:		
http://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Far_Lands	
	
		
Dad’s	Life	Lesson:	The	Difference	Between	Victory	and	Defeat	is	So	
Small.	
Do	you	know	the	temperature	it	takes	to	boil	water?	212	degrees	Fahrenheit	
(or	99.97	degrees	Celsius).	Do	you	know	what	happens	if	you	only	heat	the	
water	to	211	degrees	F	or	98	degrees	C?	The	water	doesn’t	boil.1	its	still	just	
water.	But	crank	up	the	heat	just	1	degree	more	and	the	water	boils	–	not	
only	will	that	boiling	water	cook	your	food	but	it	also	becomes	steam	(a	gas)	
and	that	steam	equals	POWER	–	the	power	to	drive	a	giant	locomotive,	push	
a	turbine,	and	steam	engines	of	all	kinds.	That	extra	one-degree	really	
matters	–	it’s	a	small	change	but	a	GIANT	difference.	And	that’s	the	point	
of	our	lesson	–	the	difference	between	success	(in	this	case	boiling	water)	
and	failure	(just	having	a	bunch	of	hot	water)	is	so	small,	but	so	important.	
(BTW,	to	learn	more	about	the	212	Principle,	check	out	this	vid:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDGrbR2MfCo	)	
	
Meanwhile,	I’m	sure	you’ve	heard	of	Michael	Phelps,	right?	You	know	the	
swimmer	who	has	more	gold	medals	(18)	than	anyone	else	in	the	history	of	
the	Olympics?	Yeah,	that	guy.	Well,	let’s	review	a	few	things	about	him.	Just	
to	put	things	in	proper	perspective	to	understand	Phelps’	greatness	–	he	
started	his	Olympic	career	in	2004	and	between	then	and	the	2012	games	
there	were	a	total	of	48	men's	swimming	events	–	Phelps	competed	in	24	
finals	during	that	time	–	and	medaled	an	amazing	22	times!	And	we’re	not	
just	talking	about	any	medal	here	–	“81%	of	Phelps'	medals	are	gold.	None	of	
the	next	20	Olympians	with	the	highest	medal	counts	have	as	good	a	gold	
percentage	as	that…”	In	short	the	man	is	simply	amazing.	What’s	his	secret?	
The	fact	is	that	you	can’t	get	a	record	like	that	from	just	being	lucky.	Phelps	
earned	that	record	from	hard	work,	dedication,	sacrifice,	and	a	lot	of	blood,	
sweat,	and	tears.	He	understood	that	it	takes	every	degree	of	effort	in	order	
to	win	–	Phelps	was	willing	to	give	whatever	it	took	to	get	to	the	‘212	
degrees’	level	and	he	never	gave	up	–	even	when	it	looked	like	he	was	about	
to	lose.	Remember	–	the	difference	between	victory	and	defeat	is	so	so	so	
small	–	sometimes	as	small	as	a	few	seconds,	sometimes	less	than	a	second,	
and	sometimes	less	than	a	1/100	of	a	second!	Check	out	this	blog	page	for	
seven	of	Phelps’	races	in	which	he	often	snatches	victory	from	defeat	and/or	



wins	by	just	the	smallest	of	margins:	http://www.sbnation.com/london-
olympics-2012/2012/8/3/3216672/michael-phelps-swimming-greatest-
races-videos	
	
	The	point	is	this:	whatever	you	want	to	do,	whether	you	are	competing	with	
yourself	or	someone	else,	you	have	to	keep	pushing	through,	with	all	of	
your	effort,	to	the	very	end…and	beyond	until	you	get	YOUR	GOAL.	And	
if	you	get	an	edge	or	a	lead,	don’t	ever	let	up,	don’t	ever	relax,	don’t	ever	stop	
until	you	win	–	there	are	way	too	many	examples	of	individuals	and	teams	
who	had	a	lead	in	something	and	relaxed	too	early,	thinking	they	were	
certain	of	victory	–	only	to	watch	their	opponent	complete	a	miracle	
comeback.	Don’t	let	that	happen	to	you	–	they’ll	be	time	for	celebrating	
AFTER	you	win,	until	then	give	it	all	you	got	until	the	contest	is	over	and	
complete	what	you	started.	At	the	same	time,	if	you	are	the	one	who	is	
behind,	don’t	give	up,	keep	forging	ahead,	keep	trying,	keep	up	your	
pressure	–	your	opponent	could	well	be	about	to	crack	under	the	stress	and	
give	you	an	opening	–	you	have	to	be	ready	to	take	advantage	of	any	
opportunity	–	victory	or	defeat	is	never	final	until	the	contest	is	over	and	
you	can	still	win	even	when	all	looks	lost	–	consider	the	greatness	of	Michael	
Phelps	in	this	race	when	it	looked	like	there	was	no	way	he	could	pull	it	out:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KLy-NnTD2o	
	
Ask	yourself,	who’s	willing	to	give	212	degrees	of	effort?	Will	it	be	you	
or	your	opponent?	The	answer	is	going	to	determine	the	difference	
between	victory	and	defeat.	I	hope	the	answer	is	YOU.		
	
Notes:		
1.	OK,	for	those	of	you	who	are	math	or	science	whizzes	I	know	that	these	
numbers	may	vary	if	the	altitude,	atmospheric	pressures,	etc.	change	but	the	
overall	lesson	is	still	the	same,	right?		
2.	From:	http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/fourth-place-medal/22-facts-
michael-phelps-record-22-olympic-medals-000650620--oly.html	
	
	
	



Day	29:	The	Dead	Poet’s	Society	
	
It	was	the	last	day	of	playing	Minecraft	(well	not	really	but	sooner	or	later	
this	book	has	to	end,	right?	J	So	think	of	Day	29	as	Leap	Year	February).	
	
This	final	chapter	is	going	to	be	rather	brief,	but	it’s	still	important	and	I	do	
hope	you	take	the	time	to	read	it	because	I	feel	the	Life	Lesson	is	one	of	the	
greatest	of	all.	As	for	the	Minecraft	portion	of	the	chapter,	let	me	ask	you	a	
question	–	do	you	know	what	happens	after	you	defeat	the	Ender	Dragon?	
Let’s	do	one	more	WWYD	question	on	the	subject…	
	

What	Would	YOU	Do?	
A.	Return	to	The	Overworld	and	keep	playing	Minecraft	
B.	Watch	a	Fireworks	display	
C.	Read	some	poetry	
D.	Do	something	else	
	

Actually	all	of	these	are	correct!	If	you	recall	from	the	tip	in	the	last	chapter,	
you’ll	know	that	both	A	and	B	are	right	because	once	the	Ender	Dragon	is	
vanquished	he’ll	blow	up	(B)	and	that	will	also	trigger	the	End	Portal	to	
reactivate	so	you	can	return	to	the	Overworld	(and	come	back	to	The	End)	
whenever	you	like.	As	for	option	C,	more	on	that	in	a	moment.	Meanwhile,	
do	you	do	something	else?	If	so,	let	us	know.	
	
Dad’s	Tip:	Be	Sure	to	Read	the	Poem	during	the	End	Game	Sequence:	
If	you’ve	never	seen/read	it	before,	he’s	a	vid	for	you	to	watch:		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VWsq1JXVWY	
The	poem	was	written	in	2011	by	an	Irish	novelist	and	singer	named	Julian	
Gough.	Yes	I	know	it’s	long	and	when	you	watch	if	after	beating	the	Ender	
Dragon	you	may	feel	too	excited	to	sit	there	and	watch	this	poem	scroll	by	
but	do	yourself	a	favor	and	really	read	it,	see	it,	feel	it	because	there	is	a	
wonderful	message	there	–	a	message	of	love	and	hope	–	a	message	that	all	
of	us	would	benefit	from	understanding.		
	
Well,	we’ve	been	through	98	Tips	about	Minecraft	(actually	a	whole	lot	more	
if	you	count	all	the	bonus	tips	and	tips	within	tips	but	hey	who’s	counting?).	
So	I	guess	that	leaves	just	one	more,	huh?		
	



Now	I	could	sit	here	and	give	you	this	for	the	final	tip	–	“There’s	more	to	life	
than	just	playing	video	games	so	be	sure	you	go	outside	and	play	too”	–	but	
I’m	not	going	to	do	that	because	I	think	you	and	I	are	better	friends	than	that	
and	I	think	you	already	know	that	so	I	don’t	need	to	tell	you	it.	Instead	I	want	
to	do	something	different…	
	
Dad’s	Tip:	What	is	your	Minecraft	creation	in	real	life	going	to	be?	
Remember,	somebody	(in	this	case	Markus	Persson	(aka	“Notch”)	and	his	
pals	at	Mojang)	had	to	come	up	with	the	idea	of	the	game	and	work	hard	to	
turn	that	dream	into	a	reality.	Had	they	not	done	that,	you	wouldn’t	be	
reading	this	today.	But	they	did	and	now	they’ve	forever	changed	the	world	(	
and	gotten	very	rich	in	the	process).		
	
What	about	you?	Do	you	have	an	idea	for	something,	anything	that	might	
change	the	world?	Perhaps	you	will	create	the	next	video	game	craze?	Or	
maybe	you	will	discover	the	cure	for	cancer?	Or	maybe	you’ll	become	a	
president	who	will	change	the	world?	There	are	no	limits	on	what	you	can	
accomplish	if	you	believe	in	yourself	and	apply	the	life	lessons	in	this	book	
and	keep	forging	ahead.	I	want	you	to	know	that	we	believe	in	you	and	we	
hope	you	will	keep	us	posted	on	how	you	do!	
	
	
Dad’s	Life	Lesson:	Poetry,	Beauty,	Love	--	These	are	What	We	Live	For	
Did	you	ever	see	the	movie	called	“The	Dead	Poet’s	Society?”	I	saw	it	when	I	
was	a	senior	in	high	school	in	1989	and	it	changed	my	life.	One	of	the	main	
characters	in	that	movie	was	an	English	Professor	named	John	Keating	
(played	by	Robin	Williams)	and	he	provided	his	students	with	a	number	of	
great	life	lessons	–	so	powerful	in	fact	that	I	would	like	to	share	some	with	
you	because	I	think	they	can	change	your	life	too.	
	
1)	I’m	sure	you	know	the	first	one	because	this	is	what	the	movie	is	most	
famous	for…“Carpe,	carpe.	Carpe	diem.	Seize	the	day,	boys.	Make	your	
lives	extraordinary.”	My	take:	don’t	wait	to	live,	live	NOW!	There	is	no	
guarantee	of	a	tomorrow	for	any	of	us	so	if	you	want	to	do	something,	do	it	
right	now.	Remember	this	little	epigram	by	Bill	Keane	--	“Yesterday	is	
history,	tomorrow	is	a	mystery,	today	is	a	gift	of	God,	which	is	why	we	call	it	
the	present.”	Be	grateful	that	you	are	here	and	alive	each	day,	and	don’t	
waste	it	–	make	the	most	of	your	time.		



2)	“You	must	strive	to	find	your	own	voice	--	Because	the	longer	you	
wait	to	begin,	the	less	likely	you	are	to	find	it	at	all.	[Henry	David]	
Thoreau	said,	‘Most	men	lead	lives	of	quiet	desperation.’	Don’t	be	
resigned	to	that.	Break	out!”	My	take:	don’t	live	with	regret,	always	
watching	others	live	while	you	sit	on	the	sidelines.	If	you	have	the	
opportunity	to	dance,	do	it;	if	you	have	the	chance	to	soar,	take	it;	if	you	have	
a	dream	to	achieve,	go	for	it.	Live	your	best	life	possible	–	nobody	can	do	it	
but	you.		
3)	“To	quote	from	[poet	Walt]	Whitman,	‘O	me!	O	life!…of	the	questions	of	
these	recurring;	of	the	endless	trains	of	the	faithless…	of	cities	filled	with	the	
foolish;	what	good	amid	these,	O	me,	O	life?’	Answer.	That	you	are	here	—	
that	life	exists,	and	identity;	that	the	powerful	play	goes	on	and	you	may	
contribute	a	verse.	That	the	powerful	play	goes	on	and	you	may	
contribute	a	verse.	What	will	your	verse	be?”	My	take:	I	love	this	one.	It’s	
kind	of	cliché	now	because	advertisers	have	gotten	ahold	of	it	(aka	Apple),	
but	it	really	is	a	good	one.	We	are	all	part	of	the	grand	play	of	the	universe.	
We	all	have	a	part	to	play	–	something	to	contribute	–	something	that,	even	if	
it’s	in	a	small	way,	can	indeed	change	the	world.	Maybe	you	won’t	discover	
the	cure	for	cancer,	but	maybe	you’ll	do	something	nice	for	somebody	else	
and	that	person	will	be	inspire	to	discover	the	cure	(but	it	would	have	never	
happened	if	you	had	not	played	your	part	first!).	So	you	see,	we	are	all	
connected.	All	of	us	are	members	of	this	great	play.	We	all	have	a	part	to	
contribute.	You	DO	matter	and	you	ARE	important.	Never	forget	that.		
4)	“When	you	read,	don’t	just	consider	what	the	author	thinks,	consider	
what	you	think.”	My	take:	the	author	had	a	reason	for	writing	what	they	did	
and	it’s	great	to	try	to	understand	it,	but	the	more	important	lesson	is	what	
will	YOU	do	with	the	knowledge	that	you	gain	from	reading	something?		
5)	The	one	this	life	lesson	is	based	on	--	“We	don’t	read	and	write	poetry	
because	it’s	cute.	We	read	and	write	poetry	because	we	are	members	of	the	
human	race.	And	the	human	race	is	filled	with	passion.	And	medicine,	law,	
business,	engineering,	these	are	noble	pursuits	and	necessary	to	sustain	life.	
But	poetry,	beauty,	romance,	love,	these	are	what	we	stay	alive	for.”	My	
take:	the	sweetness	of	life	comes	from	things	like	love,	and	poetry,	and	
beauty	–	but	often	you	have	to	make	some	extra	effort	to	appreciate	it.	
Remember	the	life	lessons	about	how	‘everything	is	beautiful	in	its	time,’	the	
importance	of	‘changing	your	perspective,’	and	why	we	can’t	wait	but	
instead	must	‘do	good	now,’	well	all	of	those	things	are	part	of	this	lesson	–	



eat,	drink,	be	merry	and	enjoy	your	life	and	appreciate	the	world	around	you	
while	you	do	it.		
6)	“But	only	in	their	dreams	can	man	be	truly	free.	‘Twas	always	thus,	
and	always	thus	will	be.”	My	take:	this	is	so	true,	but	perhaps	on	more	
levels	than	you	think.	Sure	you’re	free	in	the	dream	world	when	you	sleep	at	
night	or	when	you	daydream,	but	you’re	also	free	to	turn	your	dreams	into	
reality	too.	You	can	change	the	world	with	YOUR	dreams	if	you	only	try.		
7)	“No	matter	what	anybody	tells	you,	words	and	ideas	can	change	the	
world.”	My	take:	perhaps	I’m	starting	to	sound	like	a	broken	record	because	
I	keep	saying	the	same	things	–	but	that’s	because	it’s	so	important.	My	
friend,	you	are	here	for	a	reason.	You	can	indeed	change	the	world	and	make	
it	a	better	place.	Sadly	not	everybody	is	going	to	believe	in	you	and	many	
will	actually	try	to	keep	you	down	or	discourage	you.	Don’t	let	them	stop	
you.	Believe	in	yourself.	Seek	the	wisdom	of	others	who	do	believe	in	you	
and	do	want	to	help	you.	Keep	striving	towards	your	own	personal	victory	
line	and	when	you	reach	it	keep	going!	Run	your	race	until	the	very	end	and	
you	can	change	the	world	–	just	be	sure	that	you	save	a	little	time	to	play	
some	Minecraft	and	enjoy	yourself	along	the	way!	
	
References:	
1.		Best	Dead	Poet’s	Society	Quotes:	http://www.bustle.com/articles/35405-
11-robin-williams-dead-poets-society-quotes-that-will-inspire-you-to-
carpe-diem	



About	The	Authors:	

	
	
Michael	and	Jackson	live	in	Florida	with	their	family.	Besides	playing	
Minecraft,	Michael	works	in	the	medical	field,	Jax	plays	baseball	and	soccer,	
and	both	enjoy	cooking,	meditating,	outdoor	activities,	and	most	of	all	
spending	time	with	family	and	friends.	
	
Michael	has	also	written	other	books	on	different	subjects:	
1)	The	UNTOLD	Revelations	of	John	–	a	religious	adventure	novel	about	The	
End	times:	http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00MTXAH3G	
	
2)	The	Options	Alchemist	–	an	educational	book	about	trading	stock	options.	
Co-authored	with	best-selling	author	Michael	Thomsett:	
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00HAS4D12	
	
Thanks	for	reading.	We	sincerely	hope	you	enjoyed	it	and	we’d	love	to	hear	
from	you.	Please	feel	free	to	contact	us	at	helpfuldad@gmail.com		



Minecrafters	–	Don’t	Forget:	We	need	YOUR	help!	
	
Did	We	Get	It	Right?	
Every	effort	has	been	made	to	make	this	book	as	accurate	as	possible	and	it	
is	current	as	of	2015,	however	if	you	see	an	error	and/or	have	something	to	
add	to	one	of	the	tips	in	this	book,	by	all	means	please	contact	the	author	at	
helpfuldad@gmail.com	
	
	
Talk	with	us	on	YouTube:	
>You	can	find	more	tips	for	Minecraft	(and	a	lot	of	other	games)	on	Jackson’s	
YouTube	channel:	https://www.youtube.com/c/Jacksonstoyboxgoogle	
>Or	his	website:	http://jacksonstoybox.com/	
>You	can	interact	with	Jackson’s	dad	Michael	(the	author	of	this	book)	at	his	
YouTube	channel:	https://www.youtube.com/c/TheHelpfuldad	
>We’d	both	love	to	hear	from	you	and,	if	you’d	like	us	to	make	a	video	for	
you	about	a	Minecraft	tip	or	just	give	you	a	shout	out,	please	let	us	know	by	
putting	a	COMMENT	on	one	of	our	video’s.	
	
	
Spread	the	Word:	
If	you	like	this	book,	please	do	us	a	favor	and	TELL	YOUR	FRIENDS.	We	don’t	
care	how	you	do	it	(YouTube,	Instagram,	Twitter,	Facebook,	Snapchat,	
whatever	you	like),	just	do	it	–	like	TODAY.	Also,	it	would	be	totally	awesome	
if	you’d	post	a	positive	review	on	AMAZON	about	this	book	too	–	you	may	
not	realize	it	but	YOUR	words	are	powerful	and	your	review	would	be	a	
tremendous	aid	in	helping	us	to	let	others	know	about	this	book.	Thanks!	
	


